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---000---

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Good norning. | would
like to bring this neeting to -- good norning. Wl cone
to the BLM Di strict Advisory Council. Thank you all for
com ng today. | amthe Chairperson, |Ilene Anderson. |

represent Renewabl e Resources. And | would like to
bring this neeting to order.

I think we will start with the pledge of
al | egi ance.

(The pl edge of allegiance was said.)

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  For those of you that
have sat down, nake sure that you get a copy of the
agenda. | amgoing to go over that quickly as we start
t he neeting.

From 8:15 to 9: 00, we are going to have council
menber reports. From9:00 to 9:30, District Manager Tim
Salt will give his report.

At 9:30, we are going to take public coment on
topics that are not on the agenda that we will be
covering later in the day. $So any public comrents that
the public would Iike to nmake, please do so at that
time. That will be a half hour.

And then we will take a break from 10:00 to
10: 15. The field nanager reports will last from 10: 15

to 10:45. At 10:45, we will have an update on the China
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Lake Land Use Managerment Plan and Draft EIS.

At 11:10, the briefing on the National
Landscape Conservation System And we will follow that
with council discussion.

Lunch from12:00 to 1:00. And then we will
have an update on the Bio-Regional Plans and any council
di scussi on.

At 1:30, we will have a briefing on the
California Desert District Of-H ghway Vehicle Program
That will cover off-highway vehicle recreation and the
California OHV grant program

At 2:30, we will have a report on the "Of Road
to Ruin" docunent. We will have the California
W derness Coalition perspective as well as an OHV
per specti ve.

There will be discussion afterwards, a break
from3:00 to 3:15, and then a discussion on that sane
i ssue continues in the afternoon.

We will again accept public coment at
approxi nately 4:00, depending on how | ong our discussion
runs, and then a meeting summary. And we shoul d be
wrapping up the neeting in the late afternoon, hopefully
around 4:45. You know how that goes. Anyway, that's
our schedul e for today.

And with that, | would like to start with the
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council menber reports. And | think we will just start
at -- one end of the table. Wy don't we start with

you, Bill.

COUNCI L MEMBER REPCRTS

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: | have nothing to
report.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay. Roy?

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | have several things
to report on. It's going to take a little while.

First, I want to read a letter. This is a

letter to M ke Pool, state director, Bureau of Land
Managenent. It says, "Dear M. Pool, it has cone to our
attention that the California Desert District is in the
process of generating new nanagenent plans for the
various California desert areas.

"We understand that these plans are actually
Envi ronnental |npact Statenents that deal in depth with
i mpl enentati on of the National Environmental Policy Act.
Al t hough we are in favor of constructive nmeasures to
prot ect endangered species, we believe, as do many of
our constituents, that these nmanagenent plans being
prepared by your California Desert District office may
not be adequately analyzing the inpact to the full range

of the bureau's nmndates.
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"W understand that no neasures are included in
any of these plans to protect recreation opportunities.
We are particularly concerned that recreation
opportunities, specifically notorized recreation
opportunities, are being reduced significantly within
the California Desert District.

"I't is our understanding that you have publicly
announced your desire to provide a", quote, "bal anced,"
unquot e, "approach to managi ng public |ands under your
jurisdiction, which includes the California Desert
District.

"We commend you for your support and pronotion
of recreation opportunities on BLM I ands while
protecting the environment. It does not appear that the
managenent pl ans bei ng devel oped in your Desert District
of fice reflect those public statenents.

"W have been told by some of our constituents
that they have witten to you regarding this natter and
have received no response. W hope you will be able to
respond to these inportant concerns.”

This letter is signed by 53 California
| egi sl ators, senators, and assenblynen. And | have
copies for everybody here, and at the break, | wll put
the remaining copies | have on the table in the back, so

anybody that wants a copy can have one.
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Yes.

AUDI ENCE: Make sure | get one.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | have got plenty of
them right here.

The next item | have has to do with the NECO
plan. | have here a letter froman attorney by the nane
of M. David Hubbard, who works for a firmin San Di ego
by the name of Procopio, Cory, Hargreaves and Savitch
This firmhas significant expertise in environmental
I aw.

Several organi zations teaned together to hire
M. Hubbard to take a | ook at the NECO plan and gi ve us
his comments. Today, | am-- | have a copy of his
letter with his conments. |It's about 28 pages.

The first four pages generally attack the plan
and poi nt out many discrepancies relative to the
requirenents of |laws |ike the Endangered Species Act,
NEPA, FLPMA, and those sorts of things.

And then the next 28 pages on so go item by
item show ng specific exanpl es of where the plan does
not abi de by I egal requirenents, and asking for a
response fromthe Desert District on that plan. | have
copies again for all the council nenbers. And the
remai ning copies that I have | will be putting on the

table in the back at the break tine.
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COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Is it Roy's intent to
enter the docunents for the record?

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | guess we do have to
state that, don't we? It's my intent that all of these
be entered into the official record of this neeting.

The next thing | have has to do with this
council's actions on a document entitled the "Nationa
OHV Managenment Strategy." | know there is sone
m sunder st andi ng by some of the new council nenbers
relative to the action taken place by this counci
regardi ng that document.

And, for the record, | want to make sure that
everyone under stands how t hat docunent cane through the
council, how it was processed, what the council's
actions were. So | amgoing to go back and review the
hi story of how we treated that document.

Starting with the October DAC neeting in
Barstow -- that's where the docunment was officially put
on the agenda. Actually, that was the second tinme. It
was al so on the agenda here in Ridgecrest a year or so
ago where we discussed it.

At that tine, it was introduced to the council
And cards were passed out. The docurment had not yet
been generated. And cards were passed out by the BLM

asking us what -- to fill themout saying what we woul d
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like to see in a national OHV managenent strategy. |
know nany people filled those cards out, sent themto
Washi ngt on.

At that neeting, there was sone di scussion
about extending the tine to submt these cards. And we
passed a notion to extend it by 30 days, | believe.

Then at the Barstow neeting, it was getting
closer to the tinme that the document was going to be
rel eased. It had not yet been rel eased when we had our
Cct ober neeting. But we did discuss the fact that the
docunent was conming very soon. And we generally
revi ewed what the -- what was going to be contained in
t hat docunent and what the agenda for the rel ease of the

docunent was.

| made a notion -- what | have here in front of
me -- we had a court reporter at that session who took
an official transcript of the neeting. | have here in

front of ne a printout of the entire transcript, just so

that we can make sure the record is straight and clear
And the first action relative to this document

i s described on page 33, lines 18 through 25, and page

34, lines 1 through 9, where | nmade a notion that the

review period for this docunent, the plan -- the plan

for the review period for this national strategy was

going to be 30 days.

10
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And | suggested that for sonething so inportant
as a national strategy, 30 days wasn't nearly enough
And | nmade a notion that the review period be extended
to 120 days. The council took a vote on that; and it
passed unani mously to extend it to 120 days.

Then | made a second nmotion. | made a notion
that the document include a nethod of mitigating inpacts
on OHV recreation, just like it mtigates inpacts on the
envi ronnent .

Consi der abl e di scussion took place. And this

is on -- in docunment pages 34, 36 to 39, and page 40,
that describes this -- for those of you who have a copy
of the transcript -- this describes this entire

di scussion. And a vote was taken on the notion. The
result of the vote was 5 to 5. That's not included in
the transcript. It just says that the notion fail ed.

Part of the discussion involved two of the
counci| menbers discussing the idea that this mtigation
for OHV recreation really didn't help their cause. For
exanpl e, recreational mners weren't being conpensated
for inmpacts and, also, rock hounds, in particular
weren't being -- didn't have any mtigation

The neeting then went on where considerable
public testimny was taken. | nean, hundreds of people

spoke at that neeting. |It's all in here. At the end of

11
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that public testinony, | asked to make anot her notion.
And in that notion, | nodified ny original one, and
said that | nmade a notion that mitigation be provided
for inmpacts on any form of recreation.

That notion passed 7 to 2. The results of that

motion -- it doesn't even state in these -- in this
transcri pt whether the notion passed or failed. It
doesn't address it at all, let alone give the count of
t he vote.

You know, | think it's very inportant when we
have a vote count on an issue that it be included in the
mnutes. | nean, that's what it's all about. That's
the climax of the subject, you know, the vote. If we
don't have a count or tell whether it even passed, you
know, it leaves a large hole in a credibility of a
docunent that's supposed to be an official transcript,
in my opinion.

There was di scussi on about whether or not the
BLM reacted to the council's vote at that neeting. It
is quite clear that there was no reaction fromthe --
fromthe BLMin any respect to the council's input at
all.

In order to nmake sure that the person who was
responsi ble for that document in Washi ngton knew what

the vote of the council was, | personally wote to that

12
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person as a council menber and expl ai ned what had
happened at that meeting and what the ultimate vote was.

| never heard anything back. As far as | know,
none of the council nenbers heard anything back. And,
by the way, we had three letters fromU S. Congressmen
i ncluded in the mnutes here asking for those same two
vot e measures.

The docurment was rel eased early Decenber. A
30-day wi ndow for review of that document was all owed
t hrough the Christmas and New Year's holidays. The
docunent was inplemented on -- the strategy was
i mpl enented on January 19th, three days before our new
presi dent was i naugurated.

Now, | guess | -- | have a question for
M. Salt. Have | nisstated any of the facts of this
matter?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Not to ny know edge.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: Not to your know edge?
You don't know what the vote was that was taken there?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: As you will recall, |
was not at the neeting.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  And you haven't read
the transcripts?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: No, | haven't.

AUDI ENCE: We cannot hear M. Salt.

13
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DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: |If what you said is
correct, if | would have read the transcripts, |
woul dn't have known what the vote was, either

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: Okay. |If that's where

it is, I think the council needs sonmething in witing
fromyou to either refute what | just said or to confirm
it. | nean, this is an inportant issue. W took a

vot e.

And | think it needs to be perfectly clear that
the council's input to the Bureau of Land Managenent was
totally ignored. W did not even get a letter from
anybody in the Bureau of Land Managenent regardi ng that
vote or that issue. And I think that needs to be
docunent ed.

So | would like to officially request that you
give us sonething in witing either refuting what | just
said or confirmng it.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: kay. | think one
thing we need to nmake clear and that is, you know, this
is a situation that we deal with when it cones to public
conment or comment of council or anything on any matter.
The fact that the bureau did not strictly adhere to the
request of council does not nean that council's w shes
wer e not consi dered.

And | think that that applies to individuals

14
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conmmenti ng on a managenent plan or whatever el se.

think a lot of people feel as if -- you know, if what
they ask to be changed wasn't changed, that neant their
coments weren't considered.

And | think it's -- you know, there were a | ot
of comrents subnmitted on the OHV strategy. And, you
know, my, you know -- the council -- | think that the
essence of what the council asked for was provided. The
counci | asked for an extension of the coment period at
t he begi nning before the docunent was released. It was
ext ended.

The council asked for a period of tinme to
comrent on the draft when it was rel eased. There was a
period of time to coment on the draft when it was
released. It wasn't as |ong as what the council asked
for. But there was a period of time provided for, which
had not been originally envisioned when the prograns
first were introduced in June.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | guess | am dealing
with a different docunent than you are. You know, right
fromthe get go, when they told us about this docunent
and the fact that it was "to soon be rel eased," they
said there woul d be a 30-day coment period on the
draft.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: And when the program

15
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was first launched, there was not an occasion to have a
conment period on the draft. And | --

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: Isn't it required by
| aw when the BLM rel eases a national strategy, that the
public be allowed to coment on it before it's
finalized?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: No.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  So what you are saying
is that the BLMs plans originally were to release this
docunent without even giving us a chance to conment on
the draft? So that the fact that we got 30 days was
sonet hing that was not originally planned, so you
consider that to be an extension of the period?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: The way the program was
set up, there was a series of listening neetings and a
period for the public to give input, as you suggested,
to tal k about what you wanted to see, what the public
wanted to see, in an OHV nmanagenent strategy.

At the request of council and others, the
peri od provided for that was extended. The origina
intention was then, based on that information, to
devel op a strategy and rel ease that strategy and perform
t hat strategy.

There were a | ot of people who had the same

guestions that this council had relative to whether or

16
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not a -- you know, there should be an opportunity for
public coment on the draft. Honestly, | was one of
them | thought there should have been an opportunity
to comment on the draft.

That's what ultimtely happened. Based on the
i nput fromthis council and others, the bureau deci ded
to provide an opportunity to comment on the draft. And
that period was provided. A 30-day comrent period was

provi ded on the draft.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  Well, | wll close. |
know we have a busy agenda. But | will close with this
statenent. You know, | -- | find it hard to believe

that a national strategy would be rel eased by the BLM
wi t hout public review of the document.

Secondly, even if that is legal, and even if
that was a possibility, the menbers of this council were
appoi nted by the Secretary of the Interior. Wen this
council nmakes a vote on a particular subject as
i mportant to many nenbers of our comunity as that
document was, | would think that the BLM woul d at | east
have the respect to respond to the council, if nothing
el se, saying, we have taken your coments into
consi deration, and we do not wish to act on them

Sonet hi ng shoul d have come back to the counci

fromthe BLM Oherw se, what are we, just figureheads

17
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up here?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Madam Chair, in regards
to the nmechanics, | have a couple of questions -- not as
much about the docunment itself. But | think it's
extrenmely inmportant that when we take ninutes of a
neeting, that they be correct.

And if there is a vote taken, that it be
reflected in the mnutes. Wat -- and | ama fairly new
menber of the board. So excuse my ignorance. But what
is the procedure for reviewing the mnutes or the
transcript and correcting any in-discrepancies, if there
are any?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Her or ne?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | will ask you, Tim

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Nornally, we don't have
court reporter transcripts at a meeting. Because we did
anticipate a |arge nunber of comments at that neeting,
we did have a court reporter. Nornally, we do m nutes
internally. And those mnutes are distributed to
council nmenbers for their review and conmmrent before they
are finalized.

| guess in the case of the court reporter, we
assuned that everything that transpired would have been
captured. And, apparently, it wasn't.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  So in answer to ny

18
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guestions -- | amnot sure that you have answered it
conpletely -- we will get a copy of the mnutes, and we
will have a period of two weeks, 30 days, to | ook over
those m nutes and bring in-discrepancies to light? And
we woul d do that by not waiting for the next neeting?
W woul d do that how?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: You woul d do that by
respondi ng back to Doran before the m nutes were
finalized.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: O course, these
m nutes weren't taken by Doran. They were taken by a
court reporter.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: And | guess the other
qguestion in ny mnd would be: Do you want to review
t hat six-inch docunent, or do you want to review the
condensed version that Doran has?

You know, | guess you are certainly welconme to

review the transcript, although those are usually not

as -- | mean, those usually take sone tine to produce.
COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | understand. | am
just trying to find out: In order to keep the record

correct, what you would like to see us do
procedurally -- | wasn't at that neeting. | wasn't a
menber. But if the minutes are incorrect, shouldn't

t hey be anended?

19
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CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | woul d agree with that.
| haven't reviewed the transcript fromthat neeting
sinmply because | was daunted by the size of it. But
conmend you for doing that, Roy. And | think it is
out rageous that the court reporter didn't capture the
essence of what went on at that nmeeting in regards to
the vote. And | think that that's sonething that the
BLM shoul d definitely call the court reporter on the
car pet about.

And with regards to our other neeting mnutes,
those are available. | know Doran sent them out in My
fromthe last neeting for our review and, hopefully,
sort of |ooked at those, reviewed those, and subnitted
coments to him

And they -- | have not signed those m nutes,
because | was late in submitting ny revisions to those
to Doran. So those -- for the last neeting, | suspect,
if you haven't had a chance to | ook them over, would
still -- there would still be an opportunity to do that.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | haven't received
t hem

DORAN SANCHEZ: They were all E-nmiled to
everybody. | have got comment from about half the
council. | E-mailed everybody the week before |ast.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Woul d you send them

20
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again? Because | -- | get a lot of stuff fromthem
But | haven't seen them

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: I f you can provi de any
comments to him we can get those finalized.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Great.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Yes. This seens to be a
problemthat's been expressed for, you know, severa
nonths now And | -- and | think that we are hoping to
solve that by having an item on the agenda call ed
"Meeting Sumary."

And maybe you coul d explain the purpose of
that. As | understand it, it's going to be an
opportunity at the end of the neeting for us to review
the votes taken and the notions nmade, so that all the
counci | people have an opportunity to kind of understand
and reflect on what we did today, so these nmjor
di screpanci es and m sunderstandi ngs are averted right up
front. |s that the case?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: That was ny proposa

that | intended to raise during the district nanager's
nmonent, you know, to -- as we go through the nmeeting, to
keep track of the commtnents we nmade -- either staff

makes to the council or council nekes to the staff, and
any decisions that are reached through the resolution or

what ever, to sumari ze those at the end of the neeting
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so we all go away with the sane understandi ng of what
happened at the neeting.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Getting back to Roy's
probl em and the original question: How do we anend the
m nutes that have already been provided if they are
incorrect? | don't know -- | wasn't there.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: | wasn't there. And
unfortunately, because of all the other activities that
were goi ng on that day, Doran was in and out of the
room You know, if the court reporter didn't record it,
you know, | don't know how we can, you know, amend the
m nutes to everyone's satisfaction

COUNCIL MEMBER SMTH:  If | may, | am Pau
Smith. But | ama representative of the
public-at-large. But | amalso an attorney, and | have
dealt many times with transcripts.

And probably the only way to deal with what you
believe is an incorrect transcript is to lodge with the
transcript as part of the record any comments or
observati ons where you think it mght be inaccurate.

Because the transcript itself is a form of
testinmony by the court reporter as to what -- what went
on and what was said during that. And you really have
no effective way to correct that other than by

suppl enental comments.
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COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | think when M. Salt
either confirns or denies ny record of what happened at
that neeting, that docunent should go as an anendnent to
the transcript then? That's what you are saying, right?

COUNCI L MEMBER SMTH: It's a supplenment to it.
You cannot really amend the transcript. You have to
file a lawsuit. And that woul d | ead nowhere.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: That's a possibility.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | don't know how Tim
coul d respond, since he wasn't there.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: That's ny feeling, too.
And as the chairperson, | would be glad to incorporate
what -- | was at that neeting. And | remenber those
votes. And ny recollection is the sane as what you have
stated. And | would be happy to draft a -- what did you
call it, Paul, a letter stating such?

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: The problemwi th that,
Ilene, we still wind up with no confirmation fromthe
BLM as to specifically what happened. You know, it
seens -- if Timis not the person, then Mdlly needs to
do it. She presided at that neeting.

But | am | ooking for sonething from-- they
keep chasing around in circles. | have witten four or
five letters to M ke Pool over this matter. And he

keeps going off on sone tangential kind of a feel-good
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thing wi thout responding directly to nmy request to have
t hat probl em taken care of.

And as far as | amconcerned, until we have
somet hing fromthe BLM not fromthe council -- because
the BLM apparently ignores what the council does. |
want something fromthe BLMthat says, yes, that's what
happened, and that's what the vote was.

So maybe Mol ly needs to do it.

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBI ER: | am Denni s Casebi er
And | would like to add, | think you are right, Roy. |
t hi nk you do deserve sonmething fromBLM | would just
like to add into the record that | was at that neeting,
and | heard it the way you have related it, the way Roy
Denner has related it, also.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  You seconded the
noti on.

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBI ER:  That's why |
remenber .

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  That's in here.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: | guess what | can
conmit to doing is putting together a letter with the
i nput fromthe various BLM staff that would try to
reconstruct what happened at the neeting and then what
happened with the products of that up the chain.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. Thank you for
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your comments. John?

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON: | will be brief.
Wel cone to Kern County. Welcone to the city of
Ri dgecrest, which happens to be my home. And | amvery
happy you coul d be here today.

| do have one brief comrent relative to the
di scussion. | wasn't at the neeting. But just as a
general -- just as a general preface, whether it's Doran
or whatever, any votes taken nmust be recorded in sone
format.

Secondly, | understand the nature of this group
as being advisory. W are not policy nakers. But when
we do make a reconmendation, | think that it should
recei ve sone sort of witten response, just so the
record is conplete.

| do -- | have one comrent relative to the
m nutes, Doran, fromthe |last nmeeting. There was sone
di scussi on regardi ng whether it would be appropriate for
the council to wite a letter to BLM the nationa
| evel , recommendi ng that farners and ranchers be all owed
to participate or help in the burro -- | didn't see that
as an action itemor a conmtment for foll ow up

And | amnot sure who woul d generate that,
whet her it would be the chair of this board or whet her

it would be perhaps you, Tim But | didn't see any
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action in the mnutes. And | don't want to | ose that
thought. If we can follow up on that. Thank you agai n.

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH: Okay. Paul Smith again
| ama representative of the public-at-large. And |
woul d just like to comend the Ridgecrest office for its
recreation opportunity guides, which are nade avail abl e
to the public, explaining and describing a great many of
the opportunities that the public has for enjoying this
area of the desert. | think it's terrific.

And | would also like to commend them for
wor ki ng very closely and in many respects under the
| eadership of the off-road vehicle folks in establishing
t he Jawbone Canyon Visitors Center. And | hope that
these are el evated to promi nence on the web. Because
think there are sone really excellent naterials for the
public.

| have just asked the chair whether this is an
appropriate tinme to nake an agenda request for the next
neeting, or whether you want to do that |ater?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  That is -- since
ski pped over that, yes, now would be a fine tinmne.

COUNCI L MEMBER SMTH: | would like to request
that the next neeting contain as an agenda item a
di scussion of the relationship with the County of San

Ber nardi no, both the Board of Supervisors and the
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sheriff, Sheriff Penrod; so that this council wll have
a sense of what it is that the county is specifically
objecting to in ternms of activities and actions by the
BLM and a description by the BLM

| understand that TimSalt is going to briefly
conment on it today. And maybe at the next meeting, we
are going to have sonething nore in depth. And that
woul d be nmy request.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER: | am Randy Rister. |
represent the wildlife issues. | have a couple of brief
items | would like to bring before the DAC council. W

have recently started our annual sheep survey in the
Sout h Chocol at e Mount ai ns usi ng helicopter survey
techniques. That will be conducted over about a

t wo- week period in the South Chocol ate Muntain herd and
the Orocopia herd.

We are also continuing to nonitor our telenetry
deer study on the mul e deer popul ation al ong QOgl eby
Road. This is in the proximty of the Aams Inperia
M ne and the damis Canping Area. As you will recall,
reported at the |last neeting that the BLM did permt
three water sources that were installed early this year
al ong the Ogl eby Road area to mitigate and provide vita

wat er needs to the desert wildlife population in that
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ar ea.

And as a third item | would |ike to report on
the status of the New River Wtlands. W received our
first quarterly nonitoring report. And the first
wet | ands to handle the clean-up of ag. drain water going
into the Salton Sea had a 97 percent cleanup on the --
fromthe inflowto the outflow of that particular water

And as you recall, we also had anot her wetl ands
that we built to handl e the municipal sewage pollution
com ng out of Mexicali and eventually ends up in the
Salton Sea. And that wetlands in the first quarter had
a 99 percent cl eanup.

So -- we were expecting about a 60 to 70
percent. And we are pleased that the clean-up
capabilities are of that high caliber

Al so, last week we installed the first aeration
damm in the New River at Calexico to try to increase the
oxygen back into the New River get the BOD | evel s back
up.

So those particular issues are going to benefit
the wildlife in and around the Alanb and New Ri vers and
into the Salton Sea, as well as the other efforts we are
doing on the desert wildlife issues.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | am || ene Anderson. |

represent Renewabl e Resources on the council. And ny
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affiliation is with the California Native Plant Society.
And al t hough | have been very busy with work during the
time between the last neeting, | did have an interesting
experience as going -- | was asked to participate in a
group of environnentalists organi zed by the Endangered
Species Coalition, where we were invited to Fort lrwin
to review the areas that they are going to potentially
expand i nto.

And my concern of course was the federally
|isted endangered Lane Mountain mlk vetch. Prior to
the Arny going in and doing surveys this year, about 900
pl ants were known on the planet. And 850 of those were
wi thin the proposed expansi on area.

The Arny has hired a bunch of botanists to go
out and | ook for additional populations of the plant.
And they found over 4,000 of them So I think that's a
good thing. They won't tell nme how nmany are in the
expansi on as versus outside. But | still say, the nore
the better.

And then lastly, as the chair, | would like to
just address ny fellow council nenbers and say that |
see our role here as trying to help the BLM sol ve sone
of their problens. And | think we can all agree that
there are a variety of issues out there. And | fee

honored to have been selected to try to advise them
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on -- fromnmy perspective on howto solve some of those
pr obl ens.

And | hope that we continue to cooperate in the
spirit to do the best recommendations to the BLM

COUNCI L MEMBER REDDY: | am Ji m Reddy.
represent the opposite, Non-Renewable Resources. And
first, on Roy's -- the non-vote that wasn't recorded,
al so renenber that very well. Because, as you recall,
was one of the two votes that switched positions. And I
renmenmber it exactly the way you described it, also.

I would like to nake a couple comments on the
m ni ng i ndustry and what's happened recently. W had
our annual California Mning Association neeting a
coupl e weeks ago. And the mining industry, sonetimes
particularly in the environmental conmunity, has one
kind of a reputation.

But as an association, we give out three
rewards or three awards in only three categories at our
annual neeting: One is Excellence in Reclanmation, one
is Excellence in Conmunity Service, and one is
Excel l ence in Safety.

So we don't give out awards for good mning or
a lot of tons or sonmething. W give out things that are
nore related to the environment and safety.

And since sone of them-- the operations --
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several of the operations are included in the BLM desert
area, | would like to nention names of the conpanies
t hat won the awards.

For Excellence in Reclamation, it's Cal averas
Cenent and Lassen Gold M ning. For Excellence in
Conmunity Service, it was @ ams Rand M ning and Vul can
Materials. And for Excellence in Safety, it was OWA
which is the company | amwi th, Teichert Aggregates, TXI
Ri verside, U S. Borax, and Vul can M nerals.

One other comment | would like to make is,
woul d Iike to recommend all the council nenbers read
sonet hing fromthe Sacranento Bee. Make a couple
conments in the Mning Association Meeting and Notes.

To cel ebrate the 31st anniversary of Earth Day,
the Sacranento Bee ran a five-part series exam ning the
environnental nmovenment witten by a Pulitzer prize
wi nner Tom Knutsen. The series was based on 16 nonths
of exhaustive research, and he traveled to twelve states
and northern Mexico.

An issue that's kind of close to what's
happeni ng around here -- we discussed yesterday a bit --
part of this report is species litigation, a specialty
ni che, which has four law firns filing nore than half of
the species lawsuits from 1959 to 2000, swanping the

Fish and Wldlife Service. From 1994 to 1999, the
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Center for Biological Diversity filed 58 suits, or one
every 32 days.

The conclusion in the Mning Associ ati on Notes
on this thing is the good -- there is some good news.
The good news is, the series ends with a report that
there is a brand new -- a new brand of stewardship
energing within the environnental community, one that
focuses on hope not hype, and that recognizes that free
enterprise is a great notivator

There is a realization fromsone
environnentalists that their relationship with industry
does not have to be adversarial. This is not news to
the mning industry, who has practiced this kind of
stewardship for a long tine. It will be nice when the
environnental i sts join us.

Again, | would like to reconmend that the
peopl e on the council read this, the entire Sacranento
Bee series called "Environmental, Inc.", which can be
found on the Worldw de Web, dot Sac Bee, S-a-c-B-e-e,
dot.com forward slash News forward slash Project

forward slash Environnent. That's it.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Good norning. | am Ron
Kenper. | represent Renewabl e Resources and |ivestock
producers. | amvery proud to represent the |ivestock

producers. They have been stewards of public |ands
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before BLM was ever initiated. Wat we have today
largely due to them and their stewardship

I amnot going to go into a whole | ot of
details today. Unfortunately, the majority of the
I ivestock producers and BLM are involved in ongoing
l[itigation and processes, so -- which is very
unf ort unat e.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: Can ever ybody
okay back there? W are glad the mics carry.

First of all, I would like to thank each o

is

hear

ne of

you for attending. This is a public neeting. And your

public input is very nuch appreciated. This counc
again, would work with our BLM offices.
I would Iike to thank Hector here at the

Ri dgecrest office for a very informative tour that

he

has provi ded here yesterday. This |earning has al ways

been official. And we -- each one of us will take
portions of this and use it in our respective areas

My nane is Wally Leingruber. | ama Distr
County Supervisor in Inperial County. W are going
through redistricting. And it |looks like District
going to entail the entire eastern portion of |nper
County.

It will be a large district. And it wll

ict 5

5is

i al

entail all of the Al godones Sand Dunes. As you know,
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some of that closure has inpacted our area. And | am
here to report that our county has taken a very
proactive approach.

We are providing our local sheriff with the
necessary equi pnent, the necessary personnel, to patro
this area. Obviously, when you | ose an area, you
conpact an area. And we have individuals who visit our
area fromthe southeast United States. W have even had
people as -- there are just numerous areas whi ch people
cone into to enjoy and to recreate in this particular
ar ea.

We want the recreational visitors -- and that
i ncludes fromhunting to bird watching to rock hounding
to canmping to off-road vehicle use individuals -- to
feel safe in our area

One of the problens that we as a county face,
because of the | arge geographical area -- we want to
have a support group of officers there. WlIlI, these
officers are also conmitted to patrol other areas of our
county. So we are continuing to seek federal and state
funding to fund these dedicated positions for safety
enforcenent in these regions.

Because there is sone closed areas, a |lot of
recreational individuals will travel. Their groups

woul d caravan, and -- with the shifting of the w nds,
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t hese | ocations may not be -- to be identified. And
these officers can assist in stating this portion is

cl osed; continue to recreate in this area that is indeed
open.

Again, | just want to thank our |ocal BLM
office. Wirking with the County Board, information that
we share anpbng one another is very, very good. And we
want to use our resources, be good stewards of our
| ands, and continue with multiple-use interests in al
of our public lands here in the state of California.
Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER DAVIS: M nane is Sheri Davis.
And | actually ama representative of the
public-at-large. But my main focus is the industry, the
filmindustry. And so | would like to thank everybody
for being here. 1| love it when the OHV comunity and
all of the multiple users cone out to a neeting.

Because | just came back fromthe Nationa
Lands Conference. And | was one of very few non-BLM
people there. And so it was a great |earning
opportunity for me to hear the posture and the
positioning of realty specialists and field nanagers and
state directors as to their position towards the
mul tiple use of the desert, the fact that they are

stewards of the |land, they are not the regul ators.
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And they don't want to be perceived of as the
regul ators or enforcers, but rather the stewards of the
| and and partners with industry and the nultiple users
to preserve the |land, but to have everybody be able to
enjoy it.

At this National Lands Conference, it didn't
address all of the issues | thought it woul d address.

It addressed all the fiber optic and the deregul ation
and the California Experience. It was a trenmendously --
a tremendous growt h curve for ne.

But what | did come away with was the fact that
the bureau all across the nation -- and, particularly, |
was pleased to hear the California posture and position
of being custonmer friendly and of providing good
service, and that this is a goal that was echoed across
the entire conference.

And so | want to commend -- first of all, I had
t he experience of finding out no sooner than | returned
fromthe Lands Conference to have the Barstow field
office reroute a ot of work that they had pl anned on
t he Dunont Dunes access road and nove it to the E
Mrage Dry Lake, so they could accommpdate a pernit that
they had issued for filmng on the Dunont Dunes.

And | really want to thank them for that.

Because | had a crewrolling in; and they woul dn't have
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had a road to roll in on. So thank you very much.

But | also want to point out the fact that
Hector has nmamde a great exanple of how the filmindustry
is a great partner with the Bureau of Land Managenent.
They canme into the Trona Pinnacles. They filned a
feature, "Planet of the Apes.”" So you will see -- on a
ot of the trailers, you will see all of the i mages of
Trona.

Had you asked nme personally, when the |ocation
managers tal ked to ne, would they allow such an
ext ensi ve and expansive project on Trona, | said no. So
I want to thank Hector for doing that. Because he has
proven that a large production with a thousand people on
the federal |ands can cone in, clean up, and leave it in
better condition than when they found it.

So nmy comment to the OHV community is -- | work
on the El Mrage Dry Lake Steering Committee. So | have
an opportunity to hear all of the concerns of the
mul tiple users on that dry |lake. And the OHV comunity
as a whole tries very hard to protect the |ands.

At this Lands Conference, | heard nunerous
comment s about how the wi | derness areas are being
trashed by the backpackers; because they go in, but they
don't pack it back out. | would Iike to encourage any

groups that have any influence over backpackers or
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anyone using the wilderness areas to please notify those
people as to the OHV communities and their cleaning and
their training of their own nmenbership to, you know, to
pl ease encourage your people to help keep the wilderness
areas as clean as it was when the OHV community was
using it and, you know, carrying out the trash. Thank
you.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: M nane is Bob Ellis.
And | represent Environmental Protection. And | am gl ad
| amdown at this end of the table. Because | guess a
good deal of what | say seens to be generated al ong the
way as other reports are presented to you.

| am proud to represent Environnenta
Protection, and | am proud to represent environnental
groups on this council. The BLMhas a big job in
protecting the desert environment. And | think it's
appropriately all our groups' roles to get in there and

struggle to hopefully get themto get the best outcone.

Let's see. | was nmaking a list of notes as |
went along. | think it is inmportant for people to read
the Sacranento Bee series on environmental groups. It

listed quite a number of problens that nbstly nationa
environnental groups seemto be having with raising
noney by mail order things and using what sone people

m ght think of are scare tactics to get people to
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contri bute noney.

On the other hand, a | ot of those groups do
| obby in Washington. And they acconplish, you know,
probably some good. So | think everyone should read
that article, and they should take it to heart. | think
some environnmental groups are focused on havi ng people
on the ground, getting out onto the wi |l derness areas,
t he non-wil derness areas, and seeing what's there and
reporting back, and really participating on the ground.
And those are groups | think we all want to maybe put a
little nore priority on and support.

So, anyway, read the article. It is
interesting. Let's see.

| wanted to thank the BLM for doing the tour
yesterday. W got to see a lot of ground. W got to
see what Hector called, as we were com ng back
yest erday, the good, the bad, and the ugly. The ugly,
which is an open area, is visually ugly; but | very nuch
agree that some areas like that need to be available for
that kind of recreation

VWhat | am concerned about is to continue the
process that has been recently accelerated to designate
routes throughout the desert. This was identified in
the 1980 California Desert Plan. The BLMis finally

begi nning to nake sone noves on that. | think it's a
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very good thing. And | want that process to be
support ed.

As an environnentalist, | want it to be a
process that creates the strongest environnental
protection as possible. But everyone else's opinion, of
course, is going to be put in there. And that's what we
are all here for, is to work out that process.

| wanted to nention the -- another thing that
was brought up. And that is the Center for
Bi odi versity's lawsuit and how that is playing out
across the desert right now

The BLM committed to a whole long |ist of
stipul ations, sone of which had to do with grazing
nodi fications, some of which had to do with off-road
vehicle, let's say -- | don't want to use the word
"closures,"” but | would say it's an acceleration in the
limted route designation process. | amsure we are
going to hear the word "closure" a |lot today as we go
al ong.

I think that process has to get going. | am
happy the BLMis onit. And let's go forward. | do
want to nention, also, about the Center for Biologica
Diversity and the fact that they are filing a trenendous
nunber of |awsuits against the BLM against |ots of

di fferent | and nanagenent agenci es.
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And | think that

is very unfortunate.

And t he

reason | think it's unfortunate i s because what has

happened is that over the last twenty years,

government for a

failed to fund the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service to the

what ever reasons they have, have

extent that they can get out there ahead of tine and do

sone discovery and sone inplenentation of things to

really |l ook at what these species are doing and get out

there and start to protect them

And we are al

runni ng around behi nd argui ng

with each other after the fact on these things. So ny

solution to the biodiversity question is for all of us

to get behind the BLM and the Fish and Wldlife Service

when budget tinme cones around and say, yes, it

i nportant to us,

al

's very

of us, whether we are off-road

vehicl e or any kind of people interested in

environnental issues and in the desert --

t hat agency.

For twenty years, it's been tota

ist

ly

o fund

under-funded. Everybody has to push them and yell and

scream And they can't get their job done.

feeling those inpacts.

and -- process at the end of that.

So that's my point on that. And

to anot her thing.

would like to nove --

| et

not

And we are

And it causes a very disruptive

me go on

nove --
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want to add to the category of what m ght next be on an
agenda, and whether that is on the Septenber neeting or
the next to-be-determ ned nmeeting. | amnot sure.

VWhat ever i s appropriate.

But | would like the Fort Irwi n expansion issue
to be put on the agenda. Fort lrwin -- | don't know how
many peopl e know, but the federal governnent did provide
a legislation |ast Decenber that nobves forward on its
expansi on.

I f the expansi on goes through as projected
right now, it's going to take nore than a hundred
t housand acres of what is now | and avail able for
recreation, available for threatened species, and
avail abl e for, of course, the tortoise

Now, they -- we are expecting |egislation
proposed | egislation, to come out on that expansion
within the next nonth or so. That legislation is
probably going to better define those areas of the

California desert that the Army feels is necessary to

t ake.

That's going to curtail recreation
opportunities. |It's going to obviously inpact sone
endangered species. |It's also going to inpact areas

whi ch have cultural and historical interest in the

desert. The A d Spanish Trail, at |east sone parts of
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it, would be in an area that they want to expand and
tear up. There are also nunerous cultural sites in the
wi | derness study areas that they want to take over.

Now, as far as that goes -- and what | hope we
could get sone nore infornmation on if we put it on the
agenda next time -- is to encourage the Arnmy to really
take a | ook at the need for this expansion. A |lot of
what they seemto be going through right nowis a
redefinition of what is the best way for the Arnmy to
provide for the defense of this country. They are
havi ng so-cal |l ed doctrine di scussion as to whether they
really need heavy tank warfare in the way they have set
their training up so far

So | think we should be part of that
di scussion. W as desert users are certainly inpacted.
| would like to raise the |evel of consciousness on
t hat .

| guess the last thing that | wanted to say
is -- my first neeting was last tinme. And | kind of
cl osed by suggesting that people take a walk in the
desert and go out and experience sone solitude.

| took a nunber of wal ks this spring. And
guess | do want to report on that. There were a |ot of
flowers out there. W had a really nice year. Every

time | go out there, ny interest kind of seemed to get
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nmore into finding new species of flowers | hadn't
enj oyed before.

At the end of this neeting, | amgoing to go
out and | ook for sone nore in the Pananmints. You know,
because the flower year generally doesn't end. It
starts way down south, and it goes higher up in
altitude. And | will be up on Tel escope Peak | ooking at
flowers. | suggest we all get out and do that and fee
the quiet and the solitude and opportunities we have in
t he desert.

Last item | asked that Doran put up a poster
over there which the BLMjust rel eased recently called
their "National WIld Lands Opportunity" or Heritage
poster. They have been criticized in the past for not
publicizing sonme of the recreation opportunities and the
basically really scenic treasures that they are
responsi bl e for.

They seemto be starting on this kind of a
program And | applaud that; because | think the BLM
needs all the public support they can for their
conservation mssion. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER REDDY: Excuse ne. |lene gave
me pernission to make a conment on that. One thing that
we should pay a little attention to -- and | think this

goes back, actually, to Roy's first coment -- that when
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t he DAC makes a recomrendati on on sonething, that we
hope that the BLMfollows it.

And you weren't on the council at the tine.

But several years ago, we spent a lot of time review ng
the Fort Irwin expansion. And unless the expansion is
di fferent than what | thought was coning out in the
draft, they had four different alternatives | think at
the tinme.

We spent a couple of neetings and including one
day flying around in helicopters all over review ng the
areas of the proposed expansion. And their preferred
alternative at that tinme was to nove east, directly
east .

And the council -- we cane up with a conpletely
di fferent recomendation. And | believe that they --
the expansion is in the direction that we had
recomrended, isn't it?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: Generally.

COUNCI L MEMBER REDDY: Generally. So they
actually did, in this case, they did not -- their
preferred alternative -- they actually paid attention to
the council and took our advice under consideration in
that case, Roy. So sonetimes it does happen. | think
that was actually, in the six years | have been in this

council, one of the nobst effective things we have
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actual |y done.

So with all respect, | would Iike to suggest
that once the council -- and it's the council. [It's not
t he persons on the council. But once the council has

al ready revi ewed sonething, nade their recomendations,
and it was accepted, that we then not go back and say,
oops, we are sorry, we would like to do it all over
agai n.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: | would agree with that,
except it is the case that they have altered the
proposed expansion particulars quite a bit. And, in
fact, it is now being done under new | egi sl ation, which
is not really what was there before.

So | think it is time for an update on that.
And then the council could decide whether it wanted to
nodi fy their previous position

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBI ER: | am Denni s Casebi er
representing the public-at-large. Separately, | am
chairman of the Friends of the Mdjave Road and a
director of the Mjave Desert Heritage and Cultura
Associ ation, where we are building a cultural center at
CGof fs.

Just a couple of things. | amthe | ast one
here, so | get to build on what everybody else said. |

share Col | eague Denner's concern about how i nput from
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the council is handled. M inpression is that BLM and
ot her | and managenent agencies are required to have an
advi sory council by I aw.

So you always run the risk of having the
appearance that that's why you are doing it, and that
the Iand manager will pick and choose anongst the
recomendati ons that are made for the things he won't
do, anyway. And that concerns ne.

I think, Tim | think you are always in that
risk zone. You are with ne. And | hear some other
sentiments like that here. And just -- as far as | am
concerned, | just want to nmake sure | am not spinning ny
wheel s, that sonmebody is paying attention

And that was a pretty spirited neeting we had
And it had a very definite outcome. And for it to be --
not to make it into the mnutes, | think is very
serious. And you run the risk, I amafraid, of
conveying the inpression that you are not being --
al ways bei ng gui ded by the public and what the public
really wants.

But that you -- you m ght be guided by what
seens politically correct on today's interpretation or
m sinterpretati on of the Endangered Speci es Act or what
the folks in Tucson happen to throw at you next. |

think we got to stand up against that. W got to have
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the courage to do that.

As a resident of San Bernardino County and a
great admirer of the cattle industry, froma nunber of
di fferent perspectives, | think it has great cultura
val ue. Because those are hard working peopl e out there.
They are ny nei ghbors, or they were.

They work from"can't see" to "can't see." |
even had one rancher who was a nei ghbor who says he is
never going to drink whiskey again. Because he had to
chop ice all winter, well, by April, he changed his
m nd.

But | stand aghast at what's happening to Dave
Fi sher and others. And | look forward to whatever
conment you might make on that, Tim

And when it comes to, how does the bureau
respond to public input, | amreally interested in this
letter that Roy passed out fromthe California
| egi sl ature, signed by 50 el ected officials.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  53.

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBIER | neant to say "nore
than 50 elected officials."

That's a ot of public input. Those guys and
gal s are concerned about what they say. Because they

would like to get elected again. So they are

representing a huge constituency.
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So | would be real interested in hearing, Tim
what BLM is doing about this letter. That's a huge,
huge public input. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: Madam Chai rman, |
said | had no comrent to start with. | did not realize
that the people were introducing thenmselves. And I
think that the record should show nmy name is Bil
Betterly. And | do represent the community-at-Iarge,
filling a vacancy on this board, and a new nenber of it.

But I, too, have, with you, Dennis, a |ot of
concern on the letter that was passed out with over 50
| egislators' signatures. And it's not so nuch that they
are running for reelection or that they will be
reel ected or not be reel ected.

Anybody that runs for one of those offices,
whet her it is the Senate or the Assenbly, has to take
into consideration the vast majority of the people
within their district. And they certainly nmust have, or
they would not put their signature on a letter like
this.

Now, | ama forner County Supervisor of San
Bernardi no County. San Bernardino County has over
21,000 square mles. M district was over 19,000 square
mles, representing the mountains and the desert of San

Bernardi no County. And | have only spent 77 years in
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the county of San Bernardino, a native son

And |, too, support a |lot of what's happened
here today, and especially on the nminutes of the neeting
in Cctober. Now, | was not on the board at that tine,
but | was there at that neeting. And | do recall the
notions that were made. And that's all | have at this
tinme. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON: For the record,
too, | didn't know when we were headed this way -- ny
nane is John McQuiston. | represent the First District
County of Kern, which includes the Indian Wlls Valley,
where we are today, city of Ridgecrest, the comunity of
I nyokern, and it extends southward down to the m ning
conmuni ti es of Randsburg and Johannesburg and conti nues
westward then toward the nmountains, all the Kern River
Vall ey conmunities, and ultimately ends up in the San
Joaquin Valley. Thank you for being here.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | guess | forgot to
mention nmy nane, too. M nane is Roy Denner. And I

represent the Recreation industry, which is nore than

OHV, by the way. | amalso -- | have a coupl e of
coment s.

Rel ative to that letter -- | forgot to point
out -- just for your information, that there is a

m xture of Republicans and Denocrats and Senators and
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Assenbl ynen signed onto that letter. So it's not |ike
sone political party is buying into this idea. These
peopl e are all concerned.

And the second thing, | forgot to pass
sonet hing el se out that I have. | nentioned that there
has been a | ot of conmunication between the State
Director M ke Pool and nyself regarding this, the
nati onal OHV strategy. And | nmade copies of those
letters if anyone is interested in tracing just, you
know, what kind -- kind of back up the comrents that |
have made about the back and forth and no resol ution.

And | am going to pass those out to everybody.
I would like themto be entered officially into the
mnutes, as well. And | will have extra copies of these
letters in the back after the neeting.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Madam Chair, is it
appropriate at this tine to have a notion for an action
iten?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | think | would like to
hold that until a bit later. Because | would really
like TimSalt to have an opportunity to give his report.

And then we can proceed fromthere.

DI STRI CT MANAGER S REPORT

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: | think nost of the
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things that | intended to talk about today have been
addressed in one way or another. | guess | would like
to discuss a little bit the remarks that were made
relative to -- response to comrents by the council

AUDI ENCE: Can't hear

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: Can we nove this
podium too? | can only see about half the people out
there. That means they probably can't see ne.

AUDI ENCE: That night be a good thing.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: Last Saturday
celebrated nmy 27th anniversary with the Bureau of Land
Managenent. And, you know, there a |ot of things about
this agency that | amvery proud of. But | think the
one thing that I am nost proud of is its conmtnment to
public invol verrent.

And, Dennis, | certainly agree with you that
there is a huge risk in committing to public involvenent
and comitting to, you know, involvenment with the
council. Because, you know, any time you take any
action that those who submt public coment don't fee
is consistent with that action, you know, the natura
conclusion is that you disregarded that public conmrent
or the input fromthe council

I think although the Fort Irw n experience was

al so before ny tine, you know, that is always identified
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as a very good exanpl e where the input of the counci
has been, you know, very inportant in shaping the way we
have gone.

But | would also like to suggest that there has
been an awful |ot of things that have happened in the
four years that | have been here that, you know, have
continued that. Mst of the neeting tine that we have
spent in the last four years has been relative to
devel opnent of these bio-regional plans that we are
wor ki ng on right now. And the input fromthe counci
has been very inportant in hel ping to shape the
different alternatives that came out of that.

You know, we are a |ong ways from deci si ons on
those plans. But | think the input fromthe council has
been very key in helping to shape those. | think there
is a nunber of other issues relative to the feed
program relative to how we nanage things in dams
Dunes, that the council is establishing -- establishing
the TRT, which | think has been, you know, extrenely
val uabl e i n managi ng of f- hi ghway vehicle use in the
G anmi s Dunes.

So | do think that there has been an awful | ot
of things that the council has, you know, given input on
t hat have been extrenmely val uabl e and have denonstrated

our comitment to that input fromthe council
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But | also say and renind the council and
everyone el se that because we don't do everything that
is requested by various groups doesn't nean we haven't
consi dered the comment.

W are in a very difficult tine right now
relative to litigation and the counter-litigation and
everything else that is helping us to shape the way we
manage the California desert.

You know, | would take exception to the
characterization that our interpretation of the
Endanger ed Species Act is based upon a political agenda.
You know, we are noving forward. | think that if, in
fact, if you ask those people who sued us, you would get
a different answer.

| don't think they are any happi er about the
way things are going than -- you know, those people who
have been affected by the suit. | don't know that that
neans that we are in the right spot. But | think that,
you know, your satisfaction with what the bureau is
doing has a lot to do with, you know, what perspective

you are view ng the bureau from

One other thing -- later in the neeting, we are
going to tal k about plans, you know, the letters -- the
two letters that Roy has presented us with today -- and

I have not seen either of these letters until today. So
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| don't want to comrent specifically on the letters.
But | think we will viewthose -- in all probability, we
will view those as coments on the plans.

And typically we don't provide specific
i ndi vidual responses to comments on the plans. You
know, those comments are incorporated in the plan. And
in the analysis of the Public Comments section of the
final EI'S, those comrents will be summarized, and then
they will be responded to in that manner. Typically, we
woul dn't respond to comments on a plan on an individua
ki nd of basis.

I think that's the extent of the response to
the issues raised by the council menbers. | did have a
few other things that | wanted to address.

First off, | apologize. There was a -- | was a
little surprised Roy didn't bring up another issue that
he had between the |last neeting and this one relative to
what apparently was some confusion by soneone, maybe ne,
maybe sonme of the council nenbers, about what we had
agreed to at the last council neeting.

It was nmy understanding at the |ast counci
neeting that we were not going to have as an agenda item
at this neeting discussion of the NECO plan, that we
agreed to defer that until Septenmber when the commrent

peri od had cl osed, so the council could benefit froma
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summary of the public coments in preparing their
response to the NECO Pl an.

And the next neeting in Septenber would be
devoted to dealing with the NECO Pl an and the NEMO Pl an
and that this neeting would be to address of f-hi ghway
vehi cl e managenent and specifically the off-highway --
"OFf Road to Ruin" report.

So that's the way | proceeded. And apparently
there were some who didn't see it that way. | apol ogize
for any m scomunication on that.

And as Bob Ellis suggested, to try to alleviate
that in the future, what we have agreed to do at the end
of the neeting is to recap what we all thought we agreed
to at that neeting, so we can all |leave the roomwth
the sane understanding. And | will follow that up
within a week of the neeting with a letter from ne back
to the council nmenbers that will precede the actua
draft minutes that Doran will send out.

| just have a fewitens to talk about in the
district manager's report. First, | would like to
report on the June 1st NECO wor kshop that the counci
requested. Unfortunately, it was not very wel
attended. There were four council menmbers there. But
all who were there agreed it was a very productive

session, and that | think we all |earned a | ot about the
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process and the plan and where we are going from here.

I would like to let council know that we have
begun what is expected to be a very busy fire season
this year. And if you talk to a firenman, every season
is expected to be a busy fire season. |If you have a | ot
of rain, it's expected to be busy, because there is a
ot of dry grass. And if you don't have a lot of rain
it's expected to be busy because you didn't have a | ot
of rain.

The south is a little unique this year.

Because in the south, we had quite a bit of rain, so
there is going to be a lot of dry grass. And in the
north, we didn't get much rain at all. And Susanville
has already had a najor fire this year. So | think that
it's going to be a very active fire year for us

t hr oughout the west.

After last fire year, Congress commtted quite
a bit of noney to the federal agencies to deal with the
fire program A lot of that noney was -- is funneled to
the I ocal agencies. So | think we are going to be under
the gun this year to do a better job than we did |ast
year in response to that. But as | said, we are
anticipating a pretty busy fire year

I would like to comment on sone of the actions

that we have taken since the last nmeeting relative to
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the inplenentation of the lawsuit settlenent agreenents.
We have been pretty busy. The -- and that is due
largely to the fact that the things we agreed to in
January have taken some time to acconplish. And
coincidentally they have all kind of come out at the
same time or relatively near the sane tine. But | would
like to recap those actions.

We did, as Ron suggested, issue 15 grazing
decisions to inplenment settlement actions. Shortly
after that -- or, actually before that, but before the
Court hearing -- the plaintiffs in the lawsuit filed a
notion for contenpt, indicating that we had not acted
qui ckly enough to inplenment that particular settlenent
action.

We had a hearing before the judge. The judge
did not find us in contenpt, but he did say we were in
violation of the Court order and told us to come back
the next week and tell himhow we are going to get back
in conpliance with the order

The normal appeals process for a grazing
deci sion can take years to be heard. You know, in
response to the report, the Departnent of Interior has
set in place a process to expedite those hearings, so
that the hearings on those appeals, the evidentiary

hearings on those appeals, can take place, and a
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decision will be issued prior to the Septenmber 7th
dat e.

The settlenent agreenment calls for renoval of
livestock fromcertain portions of the desert and desert
tortoise habitat. Those -- like |I said, those decisions
were issued. And the people -- anybody who feels that
they are adversely affected by that decision has 30 days
to file appeals. That period ended or -- let's see,
will end the first part of next week. And we have
recei ved a nunber of appeals. And those hearings are
schedul ed to begin the week of July 23rd.

We have al so received a countersuit by the
CORVA, AMA, and the American Sand Association relative
to the closure in the sand dunes. The closure in the
sand dunes was the second settlenent agreenment that we
entered into.

The intervenors for the off-highway vehicle
comunities went back to the Court and asked for sone
clarification on that settlenent agreenent. And the
rulings -- the Court indicated that we should not use
the ruling of the Court for the basis of that closure.
There was some confusion in the way that the origina
Federal Register notice was witten to identify that
cl osure.

So we have gone back now and devel oped a new
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cl osure that was published in the Federal Register
yesterday. But the -- this group of off-highway vehicle
organi zations has sued relative to that origina

cl osure, and they have also issued a Notice of Intent to
Sue relative to how we dealt with the endangered species
i ssues on that.

There was reference made to the | aw enforcement
agreenment that we recently had with San Bernardi no
County. Sheriff Penrod has elected to dissolve that
agreenment for the tine being because of his concern
about having deputies involved in activities that he
does not support.

W net with Sheriff Penrod. And he agrees that
the | aw enforcement agreenment is a good thing. And, you
know, as these issues work thensel ves out, we have
agreed to get back together and tal k about reinstituting
the | aw enforcenent agreenent

Board Menber Bill Postnus has al so revoked our
privileges to use county landfills for free.
Historically, for as |long as anybody can renmenber, the
bureau has had the opportunity to use the county
landfills for free; so that when we do cl eanups on
public lands, that we can take the things that are
cleaned up to the landfill, you know, wi thout cost.

We feel that that's sonething that benefits
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both the public | ands and the county as a whole. And,
you know, have | ooked forward to that as a really
positive partnership in the past. And we are sorry that
t he supervi sor has taken the action that he has to
revoke those privil eges.

Yesterday, in the Federal Register, there were
a nunber of actions taken to inplenent settlenent
agreenment actions. As | said, the new announcenent for
the closure of the sand dunes was issued yesterday. The
closure of the road in Pina Gorge in Inperial County was
i ssued yesterday.

The interimclosures in the Edwards vol e issue
were i ssued yesterday. And the interimclosures in the
NECO washes deci sion was yesterday. And |ast week, the
Sur pri se Canyon closure was published in the Federa
Regi ster.

Wthin the next week or so, we should al so see
t he Chi noway Wash cl osures and the Al godones Canpi ng
cl osure.

Last Thursday -- which at the nmonent seens |ike
weeks ago, but | guess it was only day before
yesterday -- we had a hearing before the judge again, a
status conference before the judge, to present the
situation with the status for --

AUDI ENCE: Can't hear you.
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DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Okay. Let's turn the
air conditioning off then. No.

Thursday, we had a status conference with the
judge and told himhow we were doing. And the judge is
sufficiently satisfied that he schedul ed the next status
conference for next April.

So we are continuing to inplenment the actions

and settlement agreenent. But | think the major flurry

of action with all of these -- the Federal Register
notices and all is pretty nuch over.

And that's all | have in my district nanager
report. | do have comrents |ater on the status of the

| and use pl ans.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you all for your
reports.

And nmovi ng down the agenda, this time has been
set aside for public comment on topics not on the
agenda. | was remiss this nmorning in telling you fol ks
that we have speaker cards |ocated on the back table.
And if you would like to nake a public coment, please
feel free to fill one of those out. And | wll receive
t hose and call your nane.

Sone people have already -- are already used to
this sort of thing. So I have sonme -- some request

cards. And | would Iike to start the period of public
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commrent .
PUBLI C COVIVENT
CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: So Sam Merk, please cone
on up. And I think, for the record, you will need to
state your name and spell it. Go ahead and use the

m crophone, so that all of us can hear you.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  |Is there a linmit on
time?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ri ght now, | have no
[imt. But | will -- | may institute them based on the
nunber of people that turn in cards.

I would like at this point to try to limt them
to three minutes. And | know that some of you won't
take that |ong, according to your request card.

SOPHI A MERK:  Menbers of the California Desert
Advi sory Board, ny nane is Sophia Ann Merk -- and
everybody calls me Sam | live at 2062 Mce Trail Road,
Ri dgecrest, California, 93555. M/ E-mmil address is
"Sam | -am at - | W/ SP-dot -com "

First of all, I would like to welcone all of
you to Ridgecrest and the desert | so love. The tour
yesterday that was planned showed all of us that there
are many differences of opinion, and that the BLM has to

make judgments on a day-to-day basis that sonetines
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cones back and literally we live with for decades.

What | would like to talk to you about is your
role. | realize that you nake advi senents. However,
you are a nmuch-needed process.

It is up to you to ask the questions to the BLM
regarding: Were the notices sent out to affected
parties? Was it placed in the Federal Register? Was it
in conpliance with NEPA regul ations? Ws it based on
scientific data? And were the affected parties all owed
to have documents pertinent to the case? Is it in
violation of state's rights regardi ng water?

You are the first line of defense for many of
the residents that Ilive in the desert, whether it be a
tortoi se, a Panam nt dai sy, or human bei ngs t hat
recreate, whether it be walking, riding, or listening to
t he sounds of the desert.

When an itemcomes up in a lawsuit that is
settled arbitrarily by a judge that is going to affect
lives of people, plants, and animals, not necessarily in
that order, it is up to you to nake sone additiona
guesti ons.

| inplore you to take the time and to ask sone
of these questions when planning for NEMO, REMO, and
NECO now and in the future for |ong-range planning.

Thank you for your tine.
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CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | thank all of you for
submi tting your request cards. Considering the tine
that we have, | would like to try to keep it to two
m nut es, considering the nunber of people that want to
tal k.

Up next will be Harriet Allen. And follow ng
Harriet will be Ron Schiller.

HARRI ET ALLEN: Good norning, |adies and
gentlemen. | amHarriet Allen from San Di ego. | speak
as an individual and as an old desert rat. | have a
wish [ist, two itens.

Nunber one, | hope that on each district
advi sory neeting, we can have a report fromthe
i nter-agency desert group foll owi ng our desert report.
This inter-agency group is a group that puts BLMin its
pl ace, and we put themin their place.

My second wish is that the state BLM resurrect
News Beat. |t was a wonderful newsletter that had itens
fromall over the state, and it was the -- a great type
of way to keep in touch with BLM Thank you.

RON SCHI LLER: | would like to thank --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And, al so, Danie
Patterson will speak after Ron.

RON SCHI LLER: | would like to thank the

counci| for holding another neeting in Ridgecrest,
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California. W really appreciate your attendance up
here and are very proud of the area.

I would like to point out a couple of things on
the tour yesterday. | realize you saw the good, the
bad, and the ugly. You didn't really see the best. And
that's what | would Iike the council to think about as
t hey think about what they saw yesterday. W saw the
sane ol d damaged areas that we al ways see all the tine
on many of the tours.

I would like to point out that, sure, those
problems are there. But when you | ook at the vast
majority of the area, they really don't exist. As I
poi nted out the last tine the council was here, one of
t he biggest issues locally is the El Paso Muntains.

Unfortunately, again, you didn't get to see the
El Paso Mountains. | think if you saw the El Paso
Mount ai ns, which is of a major concern here, you would
realize that nany of the problens that are perceived
don't exist.

So | would like to offer the council to anyone
who is really interested in really seeing the El Paso
Mountains to give ne a call, and | wll mnake
arrangenents to give you a tour mnyself.

Second, | would like to talk a little bit about

t he West Mj ave Managenent Plan. | would like to point
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out that M. Hague, the project manager, has pointed out
that we have to do the route designations in this
managenent pl an because the CDCA says to. The plan says
so, and they haven't been done.

Yet | attended a NEMO neeting night before
last, and | o and behold, they said, we are not doing the
route designations in this process. It's the sane
desert plan. |It's the sane CDCA. Wy does it have to
be done so urgently in one and not in the other?

Sure, | realize that the plans and the
management pl ans have been accelerated. | would like to
poi nt out that acceleration doesn't equate to quality.
And this conmunity has a big stake in what's open and
what's closed. And | think that we really need to put
sone time and think about that and establish a criteria
once and for all by which that can be done.

Third thing -- | know soneone nentioned the
Fort Irwin expansion this norning in the coments. |
woul d urge everyone to look at that a little closer
The reason | say that is because as part of that
legislation, there is a third -- in addition to all the
NEPA processes we have, the NEPA processes associ ated
with the lawsuit -- there is a third NEPA process that's
bei ng overseen by the Secretary of Interior and the

Secretary of Arny jointly.
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You can | ook on the Wst Mjave website and
follow the paper trail, and you will find that that
| egislation requires a key elenments report. Previous
proposal s by Congressman Lewis -- or Congress, | should
say -- required an expert's report that was essentially
done by all the biologists involved.

| believe that that's a little unfair, because
it's not balanced. It only reflects the concerns of the
bi ol ogi sts. And there are many other multiple uses that
shoul d be considered in there.

The second thing is the key el ements report.
And the point | would Ilike to nake with the key el enents
report is that it's going to be finalized by
| egi slation. Even though there is a NEPA process
i nvol ved, the public needs to know and be aware that
part of that key elenents report is designed to inform
Congress of the concerns.

If you read the key el ements report, you wll
find that -- | call it essentially an environnental w sh
list that even includes new wi | derness designation in
the desert. The danger is that the expansion of Fort
Irwin is ultimtely going to require sone mtigation for
the tortoise. That mtigation is going to conme out of
somebody' s hi de.

And so if you | ook at the expert's report, it
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recommended that to offset the loss of the tortoise
habitat with the Fort Irwin expansion would require
2,500 square nmiles -- that's square mles -- el sewhere
to be set aside for the purpose of the tortoise. There
is only so much desert available. And sonebody is going
to |l ose that.

So | woul d suggest that the public start asking
for other types of mtigation to mtigate the
recreational loss, to nmitigate the recreational |osses
that Fort Irwin could really have on us. And | think
that that's sonething urgent that people should be aware
of .

Lastly, | would like to ask about the -- or ask
actually a question of M. Salt. And that is: As far
as the California Desert Conservation Area | awsuit goes,
| understood at the neeting night before last for NEMO
that the -- that fences and such have been -- being put
up at Ash Meadows and Salt Marsh.

| religiously follow the Federal Register every
day. And | haven't seen any notices of intent or
emergency closures or anything else for some of these
areas. | also understand in the Argus Range, that there
are fences going up around sonme of the springs.

| would point out that there are other

consi derations that need to be aware of this and ask why
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t hey haven't been -- a Federal Register notice or somne
public notice about it? And if there -- unless | have
mssed it. |If you could explain that for me, | would
appreciate it. Thank you.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: In answer to the
guestion, we do Federal Register notices when we are
actually closing |ands or routes that were previously
open, when we are using -- when we are using regul ations
to cl ose areas.

In this area, we are building fences. And
there are actually no, you know, route closures or other
actions like that involved. So there isn't a
requirenent to do a Federal Register notice for those.

We take a |l ot of actions every day, whether
it's issuing rights-of-way or mning plans or whatever
else. And we don't notice everything we do in the
Federal Register. Only when, you know, there is a
closure of public |lands using certain regulations do we
notice it in the Federal Register

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Dani el Patterson. And
after Daniel will be Vicky Warren.

And pl ease, again, | ask you to try to limt
your coments. W have a busy agenda today. There will
be additional public conmrent at the end of the neeting.

And as far as | amconcerned, we will take that as |ong
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as you are willing to talk.

DANI EL PATTERSON: Thanks, |1 ene, and menbers
of the DAC and M. Salt.

Just a few things we wanted to come and address
in response to the reports that have cone out this
nmorni ng fromthe council nmenbers. The first one is,
certainly would be interested in seeing the letter that
you are tal king about, Roy. W haven't seen it yet.

But | just want to rem nd everyone in the room
t hat when you are tal king about federal public |and, you
have to consider the conpelling national interest in
protecting that public land. So that while certainly
folks in California, in Ridgecrest, in Tucson, anywhere
el se, have a direct interest in adjacent public lands to
where they live, the agency has a responsibility for
considering the compelling public interest, which has
consi stently shown they want public | ands protected.

So while it will be interesting to see the
letter fromthe State Assenbly, the state cannot carry
the day on federal public |ands nanagenment issues.

The ot her response | would Iike to make quickly
is just to M. Kenmper and M. Casebier. On the grazing
settlenent issues, certainly | am hoping you guys
directly have read the settlement docunents. | am

assum ng you have, probably, M. Kenper.
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But, again, this was an itemthat was discussed
heavily within the Court. The grazers were represented
by pretty talented counsel. The judge heard nore than
two days solid of testinmony fromthem on behalf of this,
and then decided that that deal was clearly reasonable
and within the public interest.

The grazing deal, all that it does -- nobody
loses their allotment. Al it does is require
responsi bl e ani mal stewardship to protect the tortoise
ina five-nonth restricted cycle.

And with M. Fisher, for exanple, in the
allotrment, he maintains at all tinmes nore than 100, 000
acres of public land to run his cattle on. And we, |
t hi nk, on the conservation comunity don't see that as
necessarily the sane type of hardship that's being
represented on that, and as outraged that you m ght be,
M. Casebier, at the -- what you perceive is going on
with M. Fisher.

I think the conservation community is equally
as outraged at the condition of that public |and
al lotment, which has consistently failed to neet BLM s
own standards for rangel and health.

The other one | want to raise is not related to
the lawsuit, but sonething that | would consider a big

topic upconming in the future for the advisory council to
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take a look at. This is utility projects.

We al ready have two mmj or projects planned for
I mperial and Riverside Counties within the California
desert where the energy industry is trying to push
t hrough new pipeline projects. | amreferring
specifically here to the North Baja Pipeline Project.

Qut side of a designated corridor, planning
process had been done in the past to take a | ook at
where power infrastructure can be put. And that did
consider the future needs. And we certainly think it's
wort hy of a discussion and a future meeting, perhaps the
next neeting of the advisory council, to decide nmaybe a
position on keeping future utility projects within the
previously identified corridors, which still have anple
space to provide for that type of energy infrastructure
on that.

| think it's going to be a mgjor issue. And
think it's an issue where a lot of us in this roomthat
maybe don't agree on everything with OHV access, et
cetera -- | think that there is a lot of conmmon interest
on making sure that our public lands in the California
desert are not going to be jeopardi zed by poorly planned
utility projects that really seemto want to put in a
line on the shortest possible route w thout

consideration to natural resources or public access.
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And there are two nmajor projects that we are
concerned about that right now. The other one is the
power lines that are planned to go fromBlythe to
Ni | and, again, well outside of the designated utility
corridor alternative that exists that could acconplish
the sane thing with much | ess inpact.

I would also like to signal, we certainly would
al so approve of or support discussion anpongst the DAC on
Fort Irwin. | think that M. Schiller raises some very,
very good comments. Again, | think this is another
i ssue where there is significant common ground and
conmon i nterest about inpacts to natural resources or
actual loss of public | ands base due to the proposed
expansi on of Fort Ilrw n.

It's noving at a pretty rapid pace at this tine
and is certainly worthy of, | think, another detailed
| ook on behal f of DAC to see where you guys want to cone
down on it.

O her than that, we are certainly available. |
want to nake sure that people know, if you have got
something to say, feel free to cone up and talk to ne.
And we will certainly be happy to share our perspective
on things.

And the other thing | want to nmention is that

t here have been sone conservation interests that have
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stepped in the room But consistently we are
representing the viewpoints of mllions and mllions of
Ameri cans who are consistently saying they want
endangered species protected and recovered, and they
want public lands protected. And that's why we are
here, to help provide some comrents to the BLMin their
m ssion to do that. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: After Vicky Warren, it's
Stan Haye. And, again, try -- | don't want to have to
institute atinme limt, folks. But try to keep your
comments brief and cogent to the point.

VI CKY WARREN: | am Vicky Warren with the
Anmerican Sand Associ ation

And | amnore interested in the public coment
aspect. And we all have the same concerns that you do,
that we are just wasting our time when we wite in. |Is
there a way to know how possi bly this managenent
strategy changed with the public coment? | would I|ike
to see maybe a before and after, see just how if indeed
you do listen, so that we are not all wasting our tine.

AUDI ENCE: | can't hear you.

VI CKY WARREN: | just -- | guess what we need
is areport to see which DAC coments are being |istened
to. This really bothers me that sone of the minutes are

not bei ng accurately descri bed.
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You have two people. You have a court
reporter, and you have M. Sanchez, taking mnutes. And
bet ween the two of them sonebody nust be covering
somebody el se's backside to make sure it's accurate in
the records. That's what they are there for

The public needs to see these minutes. |
religiously watch your website. And | don't see any
m nut es bei ng posted.

And we need a tine frame of when we can expect
it, so that we can better prepare for these next
nmeetings and be ready for you, so we are not taking 20
m nutes up here.

The last thing | have to ask for now, and
will save the rest of mine for later, is: The NECO
washes closures that you nentioned are going into the
Federal Register. Am| confused? Isn't that coment
period still open on the NECO? Am| right? | am asking
you directly.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: And | will answer. As
part of the settlenent agreenent, we agreed to as an
i nteri mneasure inmplenent sone of the wash cl osures
prior to the conpletion of the NECO Plan. It is an
interimneasure. You know, the final decision will be
made in the NECO Pl an whet her or not those are open or

cl osed or whatever.
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VI CKY WARREN: What will nake that fina
decision? Wat will influence that final decision?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: The review of the
public coments, the analysis, the environnental inpact
statenment that was prepared, the full ganut.

VI CKY WARREN: But it is part of the

settlenent? | must have missed that. But | didn't
realize we were closing areas that were still being
under adviserment. | just want to nmake sure that just

because it's there, doesn't nean it's pernanent.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: That's correct.

VI CKY WARREN: |If the statistics prove out that
it's not a necessary closure, as in dans, those won't
remain -- those -- | just want to nmake sure that there
is no alternative plan already in place including
cl osures.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: | want to be perfectly
clear. And | think, you know, this relates also to the
letters we received today. You know, we need to be rea
careful not to be pre-decisional. The decisions have
not been made for NECO or NEMO or West Mj ave.

These are interimactions. And, you know, |
will not respond to any of these comrents in the
nmeanti me; because that's part of the process. W need

to wait until everybody has had an opportunity to -- had
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an opportunity to analyze those comments, you know,
before we can respond to them and nake deci sions. So,
yes, you know, no decisions have been nade. These are
i nteri mneasures.

VI CKY WARREN:  Your decisions will be based on
sound scientific studies, biological studies, as well as
public coment?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT:  Yes.

VI CKY WARREN: One last thing: The fences that
you sai d have al ready gone up that were nentioned by
M. Schiller -- and you are saying that it has nothing
to do with any road closures? Are you sure there are no
routes that have been affected, or nobody is going to be
goi ng through where the fences are?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: First off, the fences
have not been constructed yet.

VI CKY WARREN:  Ckay.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: But, yes, it does not
cl ose any roads.

VI CKY WARREN: These were absol utely non-used
trails, is what you are saying? They won't interfere
with any OHV use?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: That's correct.

VI CKY WARREN: Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: St an Haye, and then
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Martin Koppel .

STAN HAYE: My nane is Stan Haye. | live in
Ri dgecrest. | am a nenber of the Ridgecrest Field
Ofice Steering Committee and al so the Friends of
Jawbone, although what | am going to say doesn't reflect
their views or any other organization. And ny
statenments concern present plans and their possible
purchase, which | understand was the subject of
di scussion on the field trip yesterday.

I have in ny possession a copy of the
agreement, which I hope all of you have seen, between
Rudni ck and BLM The agreenent was dated May 7, 1976,
and anmended Novenber 15, 1979. That agreenent governs
t he managenment of those | ands between Rudni ck and public
lands in that area.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Can you speak directly
into the mc?

STAN HAYE: |'m sorry.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You may want to turn it
up a little bit.

STAN HAYE: Ckay. The agreenent provides that
the I ands be divided by a fence; so that |ands west of
the fence, BLM agreed that it would be -- there would be
access only by permit. So therefore, there has been

very little public access to those public lands to the
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west .

To the east, Rudnick agreed that existing OHV
use, including the hill clinbs on the private |and,
coul d continue, but that both the BLM and the Rudnick
estate would do their best to stop any new OHV use and
hill clinbs.

To ny know edge, BLM has done their part. They
have tried their best to keep the agreenent, limt the
use. | don't think Rudni ck has actually done anything
tolimt the use on his private |and. Therefore,
don't think Rudnick has any claimfor any damage to his
| ands. He agreed that that use would continue; and he
did nothing to stop it.

Ei ther party dropped out of the agreement with
30 days' notice. |If M. Rudnick is unhappy with the way
his land is being treated, he should opt out of the
agreenment. He can then fence his |lands, hire arnmed
guards. He can prevent trespass. He can do whatever he
wants to. It's private land. He can protect it.

If this happens, however, BLM should reclaim
the use of and access to the public land to the west of
the fence, so it can be used by the public.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Haye, | believe that
t he Rudni ck Trust opted out of that agreement in 1988,

actual ly.
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STAN HAYE: Ckay. Then Rudnick's
responsibility is to protect his land. That's the
private I and owner's privilege. And if he has opted out
of it, then | think BLM should nove i mediately to
obtain access to that |and east of the fence by any
| egal means; because the agreement is not in effect.

kay. Regardi ng possi bl e purchase of the |and,
I am not opposed -- however, to ny know edge, Rudnick
has never offered full unencunbered fee rights for sale.
For exanple, in the offer to sell dated 11/6/99, Rudnick
specifically withheld mineral rights and wi nd energy
rights.

It is ny understanding that the federa
government will not acquire land with less than full fee
rights or with encunbrances. Therefore, BLM under these
conditions woul d be prohibited fromacquiring the |and.
And | don't know what conditions the state of California
woul d buy | and under.

However, that's not for discussion that this
group would engage in. It's a state matter. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Martin Koppel, foll owed
by Ji m Dodson.

MARTI N KOPPEL: Marty Koppel -- can everyone
hear ne? | thought so. Marty Koppel, California Cty,

as a private citizen. | am speaking as a private
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citizen.

We have an anomaly locally here. The federa
government mandates environmental mitigation. The cost
of mitigation for the Fort Irwin expansion is estimated
to be 480 mllion. But the mlitary may only pay 75
mllion.

| suggest that the West Mjave Plan and ot her
environnental actions are a blatant attenpt to get us as
the resident public to pay the $405 nillion difference
the federal government does not want to pay. And that
is the inpetus to quickly finish the West Mjave Pl an
in my opinion.

| also, as a 40-year citizen activist, find the
bureaucrats generally set their agenda and tend to
di sregard anything that does not fit, so that nothing
t hat happened here today surprises ne. Good |uck

| feel that under the |last administration, the
pendul um has swung far too much in one direction on
environnental issues. God bless our new president. |
| ook forward to getting sone reasonabl e nornalization of
environnental issues, especially here in East Kern
county. W desperately need the relief.

But what good does all this do if afterwards
some judge is going to change all that the citizens set

in place? | have been pronoting snaller species
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friendly tortoise preserves, especially in the
California City area.

And | will talk to you at length at that;
because | coul d probably spend about five m nutes
tal king about that at the end of the neeting. Thank
you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ji m Dodson, fol |l owed by
Julie Allen.

JI M DODSON: Thank you, Ilene. | want to have
a very different topic to bring up here: The energy
crisis. W have seen a panic attack out there in
solutions to try and instantly re-electrify California.

And | want to urge BLM and the council inits
oversight role with the bureau to try and see that this
takes place in the context of the California Desert
Plan. The plan itself set forth, | thought, at the tine
a very future-focused set of utility corridors to govern
where pipelines and transni ssion |lines would be | ocated
in a way that made sense.

It was ained at a very long-termtinme horizon
And we should adhere to that in the siting of new
proposed devel opments as they conme down the line. A lot
of these are going to have a, "W have to get it done
yesterday, " kind of urgency behind them

And | just think we need to take tinme and nake
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certain that if we deviate fromthe plan, it's for
reasons that do make sense and not just for the

conveni ence of an individual project or utility.

And that's it. | just wanted to make that
point. | haven't seen it pop up on your agenda yet.
And | think it's sonething that will beconme a matter of

urgency quite soon. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Julie Allen, foll owed by
Jeanette McGarvie. And feel free to conme up closer to
the mc, so you can leap right into action

JULIE ALLEN. Good norning. M nanme is Julie
Allen. | amthe vice chair of the San Di ego O f - Road
Coalition. | drove up here from San Di ego county. The
conments | am going to make now are my own persona
comment s.

| would like to welcone all the new nenmbers to
the DAC council, express ny appreciation for
vol unteering your time to further ny interests and the
rest of the public's interests in nanaging our
California deserts.

| hope that you will take your job seriously.
I think that you will. But | want to reinforce that by
sayi ng how nuch it neans to ne for you to spend your
time doing this.

| share in your frustration and the
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frustration, | imagine, that you will experience when
you spend so nmuch of your time reviewing materials on an
i ssue, considering the public comment, nulling over the
facts, and then finally coming to a decision, just to
have it conpletely ignored by the agency that you are
here to serve

If you -- when you reach that point where you

feel like you are not getting satisfaction fromthe BLM
| hope that you will call on us; because we will be
here. W will be here to back you up and support you.

M. Salt, a sleeping dog was awakened in
Barstow. As nore of your lies and your cover-ups cone
to the surface, nore of that dog is going to be
awakened. You cannot hold a meeting far enough away
that we won't show up to support Roy Denner

| was going to respectfully suggest that you
put in for atransfer. | don't think that you are good
for our California desert. But | was discussing that
with ny husband. And he said, why would you wi sh this
on any other part of the U S. ?

We don't think that -- he obviously doesn't
have the public interest in his mnd, through his
managenent. So, therefore, | amcalling for your
resignation, M. Salt. And | wish M. Pull were here,

so | could nake the suggestion to him | think you have
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| ost sight of your job objectives. | plan to foll ow
this up with a letter to M. Pull. Thank you very much
for your tine.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Jeanette M Garvie
foll owed by Jim MGarvie.

JEANNETTE MC GARVIE: My nane is Jeannette
McGarvie, and | amthe |egislative and natural resources
representative for San D ego O f-Road Coalition.

And | wanted to speak to you today about a
situation when | was seated as the chairman for the
O f-H ghway Vehicle Recreation Conmi ssion in Sacramento.
At that time, | requested fromthe BLMa tool which I
felt would be nost hel pful to our conmi ssion as well as
to our conmunity to understand where the BLMis going
with all of these plans.

We were denied that request. And | would I|ike
to suggest that this comm ssion nake the same request
bef ore your very next meeting when you are going to be
addressi ng NEMO and all these other plans.

That tool was a map of the California Desert
District with overlays showi ng every one of these plans.
There are four plans that | know of, plus the Bighorn
Sheep Plan, the Desert Tortoise Plan, on and on and on.
Every time you put another page down over the top of

that California Desert District Plan, you are going to
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be rudely awakened. And | think that that would be a
super tool for you to request at this tine. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ji m McGarvi e, followed
by Jeri Ferguson.

JIMMC GARVIE: Good nmorning. My nane is Jim
McGarvie, Mc-Ga-r-v-i-e. | amchairman of the San
Di ego O f-Road Coalition.

And | would like to make just a couple of
conments regarding I nperial Sand Dunes, particularly
what | continue to call -- Council Menber Ellis’
semantic sensibilities notwithstanding -- "closures."

Bear in mind that these closures are, as
M. Salt pointed out regardi ng other closures further
north in the desert, tenporary in nature as a result of
the lawsuit. The new | awsuit outcone -- pending the
outcome of the new lawsuit, it's ny understanding that
we are still in consultation between the BLMand U. S
Fish and Wldlife regardi ng the nmanagenment plan for the
| mperial Sand Dunes.

And | woul d hope that it is kept in mnd during

that consultation, two inportant facts, as | understand

them One, | think the off-road recreation conmunity
has proven that they are willing and able to honor
boundaries, like themor not. Qbviously, npst of us
don't. | think we have shown substantial conpliance,
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maybe nore than substantial conpliance, with those
cl osures.

That's an inportant fact to consider, | think
during the consultation, if sonme form of closures are
still considered necessary, the biol ogical opinion
consider the fact that we will honor those closures if
we are convinced they are necessary.

And | think that has an effect on the decision
regardi ng the size and | ocation of those closures. |If
it is in fact deemed necessary to protect species such
as Peirson's mlk vetch, we can do so with so-called
postage stanp closures that were not considered during
the negotiations of the |awsuit because of the fear that
t hey woul d not be honored and difficult to enforce.
thi nk we have allayed that fear

Secondly, the recent study just concluded seemns
to indicate that the Peirson mlk vetch is virtually
thriving in the Inperial Sand Dunes. | know nmany wil |
say that's because of the rain. That's true.

As Council Menber Ellis pointed out, it's been
a great year for plants and flowers, and that includes
the Peirson mlk vetch. And | think we m ght consider
t hat possi bly weat her has even nore to do with the
survivability of that species than any form of

recreation possibly can
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| would urge the menbers of the council to urge
the BLMto nmake sure that these factors are included in

the consultation with U S. Fish and Wldlife. Thank you

very much.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Jeri Ferguson, foll owed
by Jim Col I n.

JERI FERGUSON: Hi. M nane is Jeri Ferguson
F-e-r-g-u-s-o-n. | amfromthe California Association

of Four Wheel Drive C ubs.

| have three items. The first one is the West
Moj ave Pl an and the route designation. |In view of the
NEMO pl an, since they are only designating 30 percent of
the -- and 30 percent of the routes in -- or the land in
the NEMO plan, | would like to see sone consi stency
t hr oughout the plans, and al so have a West Mjave Pl an
only do it in Critical desert tortoise habitat.

The lawsuit: The Federal Regi ster notice on
the closure for Surprise Canyon, one of the ending
things was that it would be contingent on an EA being
done, would be the final decision in the settlenent. In
t he Federal Register notices, it says that it would be
done during the CDCA plan amendnent, which nmeant after
t he NEMO pl an was done, which was not part of the
settl enent.

The NEMO pl an, back in the book, back in the
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very back of the book, there is a WIld and Scenic Rivers
designation. | spent a great ampount of tinme |ooking up
the Wld and Scenic River. It's a long process, a very,
very conplex process. And it should not be thrown in
with the NEMO Pl an

If there is to be WIld and Scenic River
desi gnati ons on the Amargosa and Surprise and the
other -- few others, it should be a separate thing. It
shoul d not be included in one of the CDCA plans. And so
I think the Desert Advisory Council should take a | ook
at that. That's major. And just to be thrown in the
back of a plan is not appropriate. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Jim Col I n.  Fol | owi ng
Jimwill be Alfred Shebring. | apologize for massacring
all the names.

JIMCOLLN: Mne is hard, JimColln, spelled

I, no

Co-1-1-n, no s." It's hard.

| represent R & R Duners Club. It's nainly --
mainly canps at Ganmis. W are a 22 fanily nenbership
with over 80 people involved. And it has hurt our
recreation out there with the closure. Because now we
don't feel as safe driving in a closed area, or a
smal | er area, because of the closure.

Anot her comment | would like to make is for

infornmation to get out to us about what's going on in
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each area, since our group mainly goes to Gams -- we
travel other places, as well -- is that kiosks or ranger
stations having |lists sonewhere where we can sign up for
information via either mail or E-mail would greatly be
appreciated to get the word out to us that recreate at
that |ocal area

A comment as far as like driving up here today,
| saw areas where there was actual trails going up the
hills. To sone people, that's ugly. To other people --
I look at that and say, soneone was having a really good
famly time out there. They were having fun. They were
enjoyi ng the recreational use of public |ands.

And as far as the national draft, there was
over 14,000 coments in a 30-day period. And 30 days
later | received a book. Were those comrents even
revi ewed? Because parts of that plan were not in the
final draft. There was a whole section nissing. That,

I would like to discuss later on with that. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Al fred Shebri ng,
foll oned by Babette MGhee.

Al fred, are you around? Ckay. Babette.

BABETTE MC GHEE: Thank you very nuch. M nane
is Babette McGhee. | ama citizen of the state of
California from Sonona County. | cane here today;

because | take alnmost all of my vacations in the desert.
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And | care very deeply about what happens in the
envi ronnent there.

And | think | represent nillions of people in
this state and around the country who care a | ot about
what happens to our public | ands and how we are
preserving for future generations. That is an inportant
consi derati on.

I want to thank the Bureau of Land Managenent
for the excellent tour they gave yesterday. It was
extremely informative. And | think they are doing a
good job, considering all the conflicting interests and
the very high | evel of dialogue in this comunity, which

as an outsider it's very interesting to observe.

But | do want to remind you, | amthe kind of
tourist that cones to your area. | bring a |lot of nobney
into the economy. | stay in a hotel. | eat in your
restaurants. | spend nmoney in your gift shops. There

are a |lot of people Iike ne who do play an inportant
role in your I ocal economny.

And we want to see the desert quiet. W want
to see it in a natural state. W want to see the
species that live there protected.

And | also have a remark | would Iike to nake
to ny fellow citizens who are off-road vehicle

ent husiasts. | would like to see a nmore civilized
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dialogue. | really regret the vilification of
environnentalists. | regret the disrespect in this
neeti ng.

| heard boos after one of the speakers. And |
think that if the people who want to use this land for
t hat purpose want to earn our respect, they need to show
sone nore respect. Because we all are public |and
owners. We are all citizens. And | think that we
deserve the respect.

So thank you very much for the work you are
doing. And | encourage you to keep going in preserving
this beautiful, beautiful |andscape. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: M ke Punar, followed by
Robert Strub. M ke Pumar?

M KE PUMMR. Hello. M nane is M ke Punar.
live at 2180 East Washi ngton Avenue in Escondi do,
California. | would like to thank the DAC nmenbers for
allowing ne to speak before you and nake t hese conments.

| have one question. And it regards the
| ocation of the nmeetings. | have attended the last two
DAC rneetings, this one and the one that was held in
Barstow. Fromwhere | live, | had to get up at 4:30
a.m in the norning to attend the neeting.

And | would think that if you really wanted

public input, that you would hold these neetings in nore
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popul ated areas. And that would allow the people who
attend the nmeetings to express their viewpoints, based
on whatever their beliefs are.

Nunber two, | am a responsibl e off-hi ghway
vehi cl e ent husi ast who uses the Inperial Sand Dunes on a
regul ar basis. | tread lightly. | clean up after
nysel f and those who don't.

| can't help but feel that | should coment
about how beautiful the dunes were this past w nter
after all the rainfall that we had, the abundance of
wild flowers, both in and outside the closed areas. And
that included the Peirson snow vetch. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Bob Strub, foll owed by
Jeanni e Haye

BOB STRUB: Thank you for being here today and
allowing us to address you. | amBob Strub, S-t-r-u-b
And | amon the Ridgecrest Steering Conmmttee. And
want to propose sonething for your agenda.

And you have resources that you protect. And
sone of them are apparent; sone of themaren't. And one
of the resources that you have are the BLM enpl oyees.
And | think you should have a review of your |oss of
experi ence that mght be occurring as we speak

And that is due to the lawsuit, | feel. And so

if you nmake a study saying, all right, we have 10, 000
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years of experience in the desert district, and then al
of a sudden you are going down to 7,000, you have got a
problem And | don't think it's noney. | think noney

is always in there.

But | think you can't solve it by just
increasing their pay. You have to have a nethod for
themto interact. And | think they are feeling that
they are being worked around with their efforts, just
like a lot of citizens are with this |lawsuit.

So | think you should consider that for a
future topic, if you are losing 20 or 30 percent of your
years of man experience at BLM

Item2, in regards to |awsuit, Center for
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity, fifth settlenent document,
paragraphs 8 and 18, it just seens like it's an anomaly
of logic to even attack the issue of water in Honewood
Canyon, and that 99 percent of the water is already
going to the Inyo California towhee. And the Inyo
California towhee has already net its delisting goal of
400 i ndi vi dual s.

It just doesn't nake sense to be so extrene as

to take away people's water rights that have been using

those waters -- or their predecessors have been using
those waters -- for 50 or a hundred years when you have
al ready achi eved your delisting goal. And I think you
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will find that there is a lot of stability in there.

And in essence, 99 percent of the water already
goes to these aninmals. |It's available unfettered by
man.

Iltem 3, with the NEMO Pl an, you have WIld and
Scenic Rivers. And therefore we have asked the NEMO
people to cone to Trona to have a neeting. |If you are
inferring with the act that you are protecting Surprise
Canyon fromdaming in the future -- that's what | think
the major purpose of the act initially when it was
formed, was to protect certain rivers from bei ng damed
in the future

Then | would Iike to know which rivers
remaining in the Pananmint Valley are suitable for
dammi ng econonmically, as far as the geol ogi cal position
el evation, things like that, the formbehind it. W
have asked for that. Hopefully, we will get sone
answers as far as flows fromthe rivers and the
reasonabl eness of what is being left remaining. Thank
you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Jeanni e Haye, foll owed

by Norm Lenhart. Jeannie Haye, you are up next, and

t hen Norm
JEANNIE HAYE: Yes. | want to read this in
support of TimSalt. | -- can you hear now? Thank you.
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Not just local people are served by M. Salt
and his people. He seens to be doing the best he can to
apply the laws of the land. |It's not an easy job.

Ameri cans nationwi de count on it, not just here in

Ri dgecrest. | support his work, and have many

col | eagues who agree. | also support the people | know
that work for him

Thank you, M. Salt, and thank you for allow ng
me to speak.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Norm Lenhart, foll owed
by El eanor Koppel .

NORM LENHART: Hello. For those of you who
don't know me, ny nane is Norm Lenhart. For six and a
hal f years, | was a senior editor of the InterNet site
O f-Road-dot-com W are a publication that serves 1.4
mllion people per nonth.

I would |ike to comment on one of the things
one of the |ladies said earlier back here about the
vilification of the environnmentalists. | do a colum
every month called, "It's Not Easy Being Geen," which
pretty much centers around vilification of
envi ronnent al i sts.

But on the other side of the coin, | amreading
here fromquotes from"Of Road to Ruin," sone coments

that were picked out by M. Denner. The entire "Of
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Road to Ruin" fiasco was nothing but a vilification of
off-roaders. O f-road vehicle users --

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Can | just -- |
appreci ate your comrents. That's going to be an agenda
itemlater in the neeting. And if you are -- you have
conment s on sonet hing other than --

NORM LENHART:  Yes, | do.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: -- itens that are on the
agenda, | think those are appropriate now. But,
certainly, feel free --

NORM LENHART:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  -- to air that --

NORM LENHART: The other thing | would like to
point out is -- well, actually, this may lead in -- you
have to nake the call

Sone of the things that off-roaders actually do
out here on the ground, |ike the hundred tons of garbage
taken out of Barstow | ast year at one of the cl eanups --
| guess it would lead into -- | probably should reserve
comrent for then.

It's just something to keep in mind that while
we are vilified in such ways, there is a |lot of things
out there that we are doing that we should be recognized
for and that should be taken into consideration. Thank

you.
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CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  El eanor Koppel. And

then if Alfred Shebring showed up, you are on after

El eanor.

ELEANOR KOPPEL: Thank you. M/ name is El eanor
Koppel. | ama private citizen and resident of
California City. | have lived in the desert for 25
years. | appreciate the desert. | love what | see out

there when | go out there. And | do get out there. And
| appreciate it.

| do tend to disagree, though, with Ms. MGhee
and the remarks she nade. | think she was disrespectfu
to the people who do live here. | don't know where she
cones from She says she vacations in the desert. |
assune she lives in a populated are. And the area she
lives in, she has already desecrated.

We are not trying to desecrate our desert area.
W want to live here. And we want to enjoy it as it is.
And | think we have taken neasures to keep it the way it
is, even though sone of us want to have our recreation
here right where we live and to accommopdate those who do
cone to live here.

Ms. McGhee, we don't need your nobney. W are
not inpressed with it. You can stay hone. Because you
have al ready desecrated the |land you are in. If you --

if you want to come out here, we want you to appreciate
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our desert and appreciate us that |live here already and
take care of it for you. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | woul d now |i ke to take
a five-m nute break, so that we can try to get back on
schedule. So we will reconvene in five mnutes.

(Recess.)

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: We are ready for the
Field Manager's Reports. And | would like to remnd the
field managers that we have reviewed those reports that
were submitted to the council

For the menbers of the public, they are
avai |l abl e on the back table. And we don't -- this is
nore of an opportunity for the council nenbers to ask
guestions of the field nmanagers with regards to those
reports. So we would like to try to keep this to a
three- to five-mnute interaction with each field
manager .

And, Hector, would you be willing to start off
the Field Manager Report session of the neeting, please,

Hect or ?

FI ELD MANAGER REPORTS
HECTOR VI LLALOBOS: Thank you for being in
Ri dgecrest to attend our nmeeting here. M field report

was basically what we did yesterday during the field
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tour. But | amgoing to ask a nmenber of my staff to
provide a presentation for you as a result of last -- of
the | ast neeting.

But, first -- sometines | get kind of nervous
in front of a microphone and in front of a |ot of
people. But | amnot so stiff sonetines.

Let me start first by thanking the District
Advi sory Council for coming here to Ridgecrest. As a
field manager here in Ridgecrest, | have often gotten
| ots of coments fromthe community here of desiring to
have these nmeetings in the R dgecrest area.

Sonetimes | knowit's kind of a balancing act
that my field nanager has to do to try and accommodat e
the whol e desert. |It's a big area, over all of southern
California. And the folks here in Ridgecrest sonetines
feel neglected. | amvery happy that you are here. And
I amvery happy that some of you folks fromout of town
are here now contributing to the | ocal econonmy, which
have often heard a | ot about.

Anot her thing that | would Iike to say is thank
you very much for participating in the field trip. |
wanted to kind of illustrate to you sone of the
conpl exities and our responsibilities on the ground.
It's a very complex job. |It's a very demanding job

And we have got all kinds of interests to try and
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address while we are out there on the ground.

I would like to say that the field office
peopl e are the ones on the ground trying to inplenent
the aws and regul ations of this country. And I think
they are doing a fine job of it.

Let me say another thing, too, is that |I am
glad that all of you are back fromthe field trip

Yesterday when | pulled into the parking |ot, one of ny

| ast thoughts was: |Is there anybody out there that we
left in the desert? | got very concerned. And | asked
a few people that were still in the office. | amglad

you all nade it back.

I want to thank a few people here that have
sai d some nice things about us. | want to thank --
Sherry, thank you for your comments. Bob Strub and the
ot her menbers of the Steering Committee here in
Ri dgecrest, | want to thank you for your support.

I wanted to say one thing, and that is to give
credit to my staff. Qur staff has been working very
hard. There are sone of themout in the audi ence today.
It's Saturday. They are just like you here, interested
in finding out what's going on and how they can do their
job better.

| also want to thank all the partners that we

have out there. | nmmy not be able to nane them all
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But we have CORVA, for exanple, Cal Four \Weels. W
have the Desert Tortoise Preserve Committee. W have
the Boy Scouts, the | ocal Boy Scout nenbers out here
that do a lot of work on the ground.

W have our student conservation association
that does a lot of work on the ground. And together
with our staff, they are doing the kinds of things that
you saw out there, out in the field. And | want to
appl aud their efforts. Thank you very much for doing
t he vol unt eeri ng.

One thing | would like to say about ny conments
is that | did see the good, the bad, and the ugly in the
tour yesterday. But | would like to qualify that in a
way. There is a lot of good, a lot nore good than the
bad and the ugly.

And if you | ook as a whole at our resource
area, there are sonme areas out there that maybe sonme of
you haven't seen, and | invite you to go out there and
| ook at them They are very good. And overall, we have
got a lot nore good than we do the other things. And
woul d say on -- just guessing off the top of ny head,
it's nore or less |ike 75 percent of the good is out
there. W have got a little bit nore to work on. And
that's what we want your help and our staff's help, and

to support our staff to do that job right.

103



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

One last -- one other thing I want to foll ow up
on, on the nmovie, 20th Century Fox, it's com ng up
pretty soon. Be looking out for it. It kind of
hi ghlights a very inportant area out here in the desert,
the Trona Pinnacl es.

If sone of you, before you go home, get a
chance to go out there and take a look at it, go out
there. 20th Century Fox did a lot of work out there to
do some restoration. And we applauded them And our
staff and nyself presented themw th a plaque in
appreci ation for some of the restoration work that they
did in there together with the novie that they produced
out there. It brought mllions into this conmunity.
And | am | ooking for another opportunity.

The last thing that | want to nention here is
last -- if my menmory serves ne right, |ast meeting, |
had -- usually give a report card or kind of a score on
the burros. And it's very inportant to, | think, the
District Advisory Council on how we are doing with our
burro and wi |l d horse managenent.

And | wusually just rattle off the numbers off
the top of ny head as | know them The nunber of
ani mal s that have been captured, the nunber that have
been adopted, and the number that we are caring for

I would |ike to ask Dave Sjaastad, a nenber of
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nmy staff, to give you a better picture of those nunbers
and what the managerment nunbers really nmean. | gave you
just nunbers last tine. And that really wasn't very
meani ngf ul for some of you.

I would like to put those nunmbers in
perspective -- the perspective of the managenent that we
are trying to achieve out there and the goals that we
are trying to achieve. So if -- Dave, he can give you a
little five-minute presentation on how we are doing with
the wild horses and the burros. And then he will have
some report to hand out to the District Advisory Counci
as a result of his presentation, if that's okay.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Brevity is appreciated,
since we are runni ng behind.

DAVE SJAASTAD: We will sure try to do that.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Did you have a question?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Hector, the last tinme
that we had a neeting in relation to burros, we had
asked that when we tal ked about managenent of herds,
that we woul d tal k about percentages of renovals, rather
than total nunbers?

HECTOR VI LLALOBOS: Yes, that's correct. And
am hoping that we are able to put sone idea -- give you
some idea of what the percentages are relative to the

ki nd of managenent nunbers and goals that we want to
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achieve out there. | hope it's a little bit nore
nmeani ngful than it was last tinme. |If it's not, we wll
strive to give you sorme nore neani ngful information.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Thank you, Hector

DAVE SJAASTAD. kay. The three handouts that
| have just given out hopefully will cover -- | am
afraid if | use this, you guys m ght have to put ear
plugs in. Let ne know if anybody cannot hear ne.

The three handouts that | have given to the
board are also on the back table for any of the audi ence
interested in seeing them One of the handouts is a
ni ne- page docunent that sunmarizes the Wld Horse and
Burro Act, sunmarizes the significance of the WIld Horse
and Burro Act, and the desert district that we have.

It tal ks about the 17 different herd nanagenent
areas that we have. It talks about the acreage, the
herd nanagenent nunber, and various issues that are

chal l enging us in each of those herd managenent areas.

| handed out another, | think, a real pertinent
docunent for you folks. It lists all the herd
management areas. It lists the herd, appropriate
managenent level. It lists the last tine we did

renovals. And if you can see on this paper, we did nany
renovals in the | ast few years and this year

It lists the estinmated present popul ation

106



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

that's out there after the last renoval to date. And it
lists what we believe is the excess or the deficit and
the estimted year, fiscal year, we hope to be down to
AML.

So a lot of information on it. There is a
little bit of an explanation on the back on sonme of the
footnotes. But | hope this hits to where you guys are
interested in. Were are we at with our renoval ? And
we are doi ng very good.

We have renmoved about 622 aninmals so far this
year, just the BLM The last docunent, before | forget
to nention it, is our fiscal year 2001 annual operating
plan. This is an operating plan that we put together
each year with part of the desert manager's group to try
and get a handle on the burro population and wild horse
and burro managenent in general

And it goes through the different action plans
that we are doing this year. | would like to say that
we are right on target with our renovals. W are right
on target with our popul ati on census that we are trying
to do.

We have -- we are doing a |lot of work with
California Fish and Gane down in the Picacio Chocol ate
Mul es area. W have 16 burros, radial collared, trying

to track their novenments. There is a |lot of concern
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about the burros that are hanging along the river.

Do they ever use the desert? Are the burros in
the desert? Are they going down to the river, causing
conti nued danage?

So what -- we are working with Cal Fish and
Gane to radial collar a total of 25 burros and track
them over five years to determine their mgration routes
to see if by making sone inmprovenent or doi ng sone
management work in one area, does that affect another
area? And howwi Il that affect? O if we renove burros
in one area, how does that affect these other areas?

We know burros that nmove 35 miles in a couple
of days just in their roanming. So burros do have a
tendency to nmove nuch nore than horses. So the three
docunents that | handed out, | sincerely hope that
answers everybody's questi ons.

If you have any other questions, please contact
me. We ness around with a |ot of nunbers. W have,
think, 620 animals up in our corral facility. So far
this year, we have had 40 births at our facility. And
we have a lot of burros, if anybody is interested in
adopting. W always have one for you.

That's pretty nuch it in a nutshell. | don't
want to necessarily go over this; because it will just

be redundant. You guys can read it at your |eisure.
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And | am here and avail able to answer any questi ons.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any questions for hinf

Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Actual ly, at our | ast
neeting, we believe had an action item asking the burro
be | ooked at, allow ng public |lands ranchers to
participate in the burro renoval programin a passive
f ashi on.

Most of us have water traps on our ranches and
stuff. W have the ability to on a yearly basis catch
up burros in water traps. And the bureau can certainly
pick themup and take themto the facility. And it
woul d be an econonic savings to the bureau and a benefit
to the public [ands, as well.

DAVE SJAASTAD. You are exactly right. And we
have a number of what we call cooperative agreenents
with ranchers that do use their water, their |ivestock
wat er | ocations, as traps for burros.

We are doing that in the eastern -- the western
portion of the Clark Mountains. W do that routinely
al ong the area along the Col orado R ver, and Blythe. W
work with the Chenehuevi |ndians. And they are water
trapping down in their residential sites, and give us a
call when they capture a burro.

So we do that desert wide. W are interested
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in any rancher that would be willing to help us out. W
set up a cooperative agreenment, and we work it out.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Thank you very mnuch.

AUDI ENCE: | would just -- sorry.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER. One question that |
have on the Chocol ate Miul e Mountain burro popul ati on.

Do your capture nunbers and your excess deficit reflect
t he nost recent bighorn sheep survey that Nancy Andrew,
the biologist for Fish and Game in that area, where 99
burros were counted in the Indian Pass WIderness on the
| ast sheep survey?

DAVE SJAASTAD: \When was that done?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER:  That was done | believe
| ast October.

DAVE SJAASTAD:. Last Cctober.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER: W are just getting
ready to conduct our annual survey. Last year, we
counted 99 in sheep territory. And | was just
wondering: Do those numbers reflect the renmoval and the
deficit, or was that not entered into the --

DAVE SJAASTAD: It should be. These nunbers
are as of our |ast gather down there, which we did, |
believe, in April --

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER:  Yes.

DAVE SJAASTAD. -- this year. W are working
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with the local BLMoffices on both sides of the river to
institute a popul ation census. W did a popul ation
census about four years ago. W did hit a |lot of
positive response based on that popul ati on census.

It didn't conme up with the nunbers that many
peopl e thought were out there. So we are working with
California Fish and Gane and the |ocal interests. In
fact, we are interested in inviting Leon Lessica to be
in the helicopter to help us count.

And we do have funds this year. And we are
pl anni ng before Septenber to do a full-scale count in
both the Picaci o/ Chocolate Mule area to really get a
handl e on the nunber that everybody can agree to;
because everybody will participate in getting that
nunber .

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER  Thank you.

HECTOR VI LLALOBOS: Dave, thank you very nuch

for bailing me out on this thing here. | appreciate it.
And nmy thanks to you. | amgoing to give you this hat
here. It's says "Ridgecrest Field Ofice." 1It's got a

l[ittle burro on there.

DAVE SJAASTAD: All right.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLI'S: Hector, just a noment,
please. | think at the last neeting, | had asked that

when the field managers do their reports, that we are
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sure to be updated on any new activity with respect to
power |line, pipeline, gas |ine, and power plant
activities in your area.

So | am hoping you and the ot her nanagers could
just give a little quick update of any news or
applications on that.

HECTOR VI LLALOBOS: We don't have any new ones,
ot her than the ones that were already proposed sone tine
ago, which | think were reviewed at the |last neeting.
There was a proposal for a wind farmin the eastern
Sierras with a power line connecting to a TWP power |ine
along the -- in the Rudnick and the Jawbone Canyon
areas. That's been under review -- still continues to
be under revi ew under CEQA and NEPA. But we are not
going to do NEPA -- find out from CEQA.

The ot her proposal was for a sort of a defunct
wind farmarea down in the Tehachapis area, south of --
just south of Hi ghway 58 and 14, in and around that
ar ea.

There is an old BLM | ease that has sone
interest init fromother interest groups. And | think
the California Energy Departnent, | believe, is offering
a grant on that. But | don't think it's been worked out
yet.

There are some -- not controversy -- sone | ega
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regul atory i ssues that we have to address with the
previous | essee out there. And | haven't heard anything
el se. But there has been sonme renewed interest in the
geothernmal area in the Coso area.

But | haven't seen anything with regard to
proposals. But | knowit's being visited. There may be
the potential for a couple of permt-to-dril
applications being made to -- with the mlitary and the
BLM

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLI'S: Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: Hector, you had
stated a little interest in geothernal exploration
Woul d you be a little nore specific in the particular
areas in which that has been proposed?

HECTOR VI LLALOBOS: | amnot up to date. But
there is geothermal production occurring on the nilitary
reservation of China Lake. | don't have the nunbers off
the top of ny head. But | can certainly nake a report
for you next tinme.

We do have sone production. There are federa
| eases that are producing, from geothermal |eases in
there. There also is other |eases that are associated
with the Navy. The Navy has sone benefits fromthe
geot hermal production in that area fromthe power

generation that occurs.

113



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

And | can get a nore better report for you in
the future on that and nmaybe give you a better update on
what potential devel opnent m ght occur

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: I n our Septemnber
neeting, Hector, that would be appropriate

HECTOR VI LLALOBOS: Ckay. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON: Madam Chair, if |
may, | may have a partial answer to this. M office has
been working with the Departnment of the Navy. There is
an existing 260-watt geothernal facility |ocated on Navy
property up in the Cosos. |It's been in operation about
ten years.

They have some financial arrangenents. The
| ocal Navy base gets a discount on the utility rate.
They have saved a little over $30 million in the ten
years that it's been up and running. Plus, the
Depart nent of the Navy receives sone royalties -- |
think it's over $150 nmillion over the ten-year period --
that they turn around then and reinvest in energy
ef ficiency upgrades throughout other Navy activities.

There is the thought that there is additiona
potential for development. They are | ooking for sone
funds to do sone test wells in order to quantify the
nature of the resource. Cearly, there is a lot of

interest fromny personal perspective, | think fromthe
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Navy's.

If the California energy problemultinmately is
one of supply and denand, in ternms of production of
electricity, this is a very clean operation. It's a
cl osed-l oop system \Wells on site are injected into hot
rock formations. And the only thing that goes up into
the air is water vapor.

And the potential for geothermal in the eastern
Sierra appears to be fairly high. W have to continue
devel opnent of -- on the supply side in the Central San
Joaquin Valley, where there is already -- | think they
are going to be going to a severe non-attai nnent here
before too | ong.

A lot of interest. W did have Senator
Feinstein's Central Valley Director here for a tour two
or three weeks ago, to tour the site. And there is a
| ot of interest been expressed by Congressman Thomas. |
understand that in the defense supplenental wite-up
t hat Congressman Lewis may be asking for sonme dollars to
do the additional drilling to quantify and characterize
what the devel opnent potential may be.

And | woul d be happy to provide a follow up
report at our next neeting, or perhaps if it's the
pl easure of this committee here, perhaps somebody from

the | ocal Departnent of the Navy may give a -- give an
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update on that. But there is interest. There is -- in
expandi ng the capability. And there is a current
production facility that's been up and operational for
ten years.

HECTOR VI LLALOBOS: Yeah. Back in ny past,
when | was working for the U S. Geol ogi cal Survey,
probably around twenty-some-odd years ago, | was
i nvol ved in making sonme determ nations in that neck of
t he woods, which were called known geot hermal resource
areas. And the areas were delineated and areas were
| eased.

This was one area that the Navy and the federa
government had to enter into a cooperative agreenent
because of the property being on Navy. And | believe
sone of the properties and | eases out there are al so
owned by the Navy. So there is federal and Navy | eases
and nmaybe sone other private |eases.

But what | can do for you next tinme is give you
a better picture of what that whol e | ease devel opnent is
about. In our staff, we have a geothernml production
engi neer basically who is monitoring royalty production
out there for the Bureau of Land Managenent.

And himand the Navy can get together probably.
And | will draw fromtheir know edge and see what we

can -- what nore information we will be able to provide
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for you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON:  Roy rem nded ne, |
nmade a msquote. | said a 260-watt facility. It's a
260- negawatt facility. Slight difference. 1It's greater
than two three-way |ight bul bs.

HECTOR VI LLALOBOS: It would be nice to be able
to get that power and harness it and just power
Ri dgecrest with it. And then we won't have to worry
about the other compani es out there.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: That's nore than
enough power for Ridgecrest.

HECTOR VI LLALOBOS: GOkay. |If there are no nore
questions, | will nmove off the floor. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Mol Iy, under the
beautiful Needles district, would you like to give a
report?

MOLLY BRADY: Thank you, |lene. Actually, |

didn't even recogni ze ny name. Can everybody hear ne?

Ckay.

I amgoing to give you these copies of the
report. | just would like to say | didn't get it in
early. And, in fact, | printed it off last night at

7:30 before | left Needles to drive here.
We have a public directory. And | said to the

staff a couple weeks ago, | said, go in and put
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something in there. Now, | haven't read it. For all |
know, it is precisely the sane as it was last tine. And
I am not working off of that documnent.

So | apologize for that. But | would like to
state that we have been exceptionally busy. You have
all been hearing that. And that nade it difficult for
nme, because | wasn't able to go on the tour yesterday.
And | really wanted to go on this tour

And | so agree with Ron Schiller that it's
not -- we always have you | ook at the good, the bad, and
the ugly. GCkay. So you are seeing sonetimes a |ot of
that bad stuff. And there is an awful |ot of good stuff
out there. And | really appreciate going out on these
trips. And, really, sorry | mssed it

But | do have -- yesterday was an interesting
day. W did get our -- we got four appeals on the
grazing decisions that | wote. And so | had to pul
together a lot of material for the case file and for
getting it to the judge.

It required, you know, inmediate action. You
have to do it. And unfortunately, | have -- mny range
con is in London, England, on vacation. | do let them
out on occasion. And so | had to call her yesterday
norni ng, talk to her about certain things.

So it was a wild day. And | got here quite
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late last night, after mdnight. And so | may not be
totally coherent.

First, I would like to state that | came in a
bit late this norning, and | cane in on the di scussion
about the October nmeeting. | would Iike to say that as
the federal representative at that neeting, | take ful
responsibility for the fact that those m nutes are not
accurate. And | certainly have already tal ked to Roy.

I would like to ook into that nmore thoroughly.

But another thing | think that's inportant.

And Denni s, you nentioned that -- and nentioned the fact
that this -- and others mentioned the fact that this
group is a very inportant group. |It's been mandated by

Congress. And that sonetinmes you feel that we don't
take you entirely seriously, or we just have these
neeti ngs.

And sonetinmes that perception is very strongly
reinforced by some of the things that happen or don't

happen or comitments that we make and aren't kept. |

would just like to say -- and | know this may sound a
bit defensive. But -- and let ne turn around and say,
on the other hand, | couldn't agree with you nore. |

could not agree with you nore.
And | woul d support, and | know all the

managers woul d support, our having an enpl oyee, a staff
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person, who would help nurture this group, would do the
foll owup, provide the staff work, so we can get this
done.

And, in fact, in our new organi zation with the
district, we have identified such a position. Wether
we will get it or not, I amnot sure. But it's
absolutely essential. To make it neaningful, we have
got to have the resources to support it.

And in this case, | think the probl emwas that
we just don't have those resources, and we are not able
to do what we are supposed to do. And it hurts us. W
get mad a lot. | feel quite beat up. This isn't
unusual . W get beat up at every neeting. That's the
nature of the BLM

We have to provide for nmultiple use. And we
don't -- we are going to get it fromone side -- one end
or the other all the tine.

I would like to say one thing about the October
neeting. W did make a big difference. | didn't think

we would. When | say "we," the council, inits vote for
the extension of tine for review on the Cadiz project.
It cane in very, very useful

There was a | ot of pressure not to extend that

conment period. And actually it was very convincing to

have that council unani nmous vote to extend that coment
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period. So that was very useful. And | would like to

say that your input is at tinmes very hel pful

On Cadiz -- as long as | noved into that -- the
Cadiz project is still -- we are working on the fina
environnental inpact statement, still working on the

nmoni tori ng and nanagenent plan. Again, we took into
account the public coments.

It will be a very strong nonitoring and
management plan. And it will also provide for ful
authority for the Bureau of Land Managenent to nmke
final decisions with respect to nonitoring to ensure
that project is not adversely affecting any of the
critical resources in the desert.

Anot her comment | would Iike to nake, based on
what you were tal ki ng about here, is the NEMO and t he
NECO public meetings. | have attended two of the NEMO

neetings recently. One thing that's very evident is

that folks are very frustrated -- it's been reflected

here -- about their opportunity to give public input.
So in sone respects, | do challenge you as a

council, if you could provide us with sone very

t houghtful input into how we can nore effectively
i nvol ve the public. W are very supportive of having
public input. It's very difficult going to a public

neeting, often just results in people venting their
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frustration and not really being able to give
substantive input.

Witing a letter is also a little inpersonal
You wite a letter. You don't hear anything until the
final comes out. So if we could work on that, also; and
| challenge you to help us in that.

On NEMO, sone fol ks have made the conment that
we are not doing all of the route designation, whereas
we are doing it in other planning efforts. And we are
saying that the CDCA plan mandates us to do that. Well
in fact, the CDCA plan does nandate us to make route
designations. | have been working on it a long tine
personal | y.

The reason in the NEMO pl anning area that we
are only looking at the areas that are being considered
for tortoise conservation is that we don't have ful
confidence in our inventory of routes in that area. So
we are going to continue working on inventory.

We will conme back and do a plan amendnent to
address route designation on the remai ning 900, 000,
approxi matel y 900, 000, acres that have not had route
designation. And any questions you m ght have about
that, | would be happy to entertain

A project that's not nentioned in your notes, |

amsure, is we are |looking at two big ganme guzzlers in
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the Sheep Hol e Wl derness Area at the request of the
California Departnent of Fish and Gane. That will be
rat her controversi al

| anticipate there has been -- as far as |
know, since the passage or the designation of
W derness, since the designation of -- since the
W derness Act, there has only been one, and this was in
Arizona, new devel oprment put in after the designation of
W | der ness.

We did put a devel opnent in, in the Sheep
Hol es, when it was a WBA, but after the designation. So
this should be rather interesting. | expect the EAto
be out later this sumer on that project, but probably
not until October, being realistic on our tine frames
t hese days.

We also are working a lot with -- this is
another one that's probably not in your report. W are
working with the Corps of Engineers on identifying sites
and cl eaning up sites that have unexpl oded ordnance.

Qur focus is on Canp lvis. | may have nmentioned that at
the | ast neeting.

But there is a -- there is a strategy by the
Corps on behalf of the services to do a very aggressive
revi ew of all unexpl oded ordnance areas. W have quite

a few that they have identified that we didn't know
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anything about. So we are learning a | ot about

unexpl oded ordnance sites and caches that are buried.
And sonetinmes they have been di scovered by peopl e out
there with their equi pnent |ooking for metal, detection
equi pnent .

| have a lot of things | would like to say.

But | know we want to keep it short. | want to nove to
questions, if there is any questions about projects or
anyt hi ng el se.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER. Mol Iy, on the Cadiz
wat er storage project, | thought | heard somebody say
that there is sone kind of |egal action taking place
regarding that project. |Is that just runor, or --

MOLLY BRADY: Well, it hasn't occurred yet, as
far as | know. But there has been very definite
statements made in public meetings by various interests
that they are going to challenge this project.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: Can you tell us what
i nterest groups are chall enging the project?

MOLLY BRADY: Because it's part of a public
record, | will just say that the Western Environment al
Law Center has said that they are -- they intend to
chal l enge it. However, they have not seen the fina
with respect to the nonitoring managenent plan.

And | am hoping that it will be satisfactory.
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I think it is a very strong and very adequate plan for
ensuring that -- the protection of the water resources
in the deserts.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: That's the tinmetable on
that. Wen are you likely to knowif the plan is going
to be chal | enged?

MOLLY BRADY: We wouldn't know if it was
chal | enged until after the decision was made. So, you
know, in -- they probably go through an appeal period.
They woul d probably appeal it first. It would be a |long
period of tinme.

Qur schedule right nowis to see that out by
the end of the summrer. It will probably be out, fina
will be out, probably right before -- probably right
bef ore your next meeting. So there won't be an
opportunity for everybody to review it before the
neeti ng.

But it will probably be out then. It goes for
a 30-day review. There will be a neeting of the
Metropol i tan Water Board. They have to certify the EI S
We woul d then have a -- during the final -- between the
final EIS on the project and the record of decision, we
have a protest period.

Because there is also a plan amendnment. There

is all kinds of other, "if this, then that,” with
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respect to things that could hold it up if we had a
prot est.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  Madam Chai rman, | woul d
like to request that sone of us put a lot of tine
| ooking into that program And | would |like to request
that it be an agenda itemfor the next neeting, so we
can see what the status of that is.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Molly, do you have
anything on the utility and power line projects in your
area?

MOLLY BRADY: Yes. And thank you for rem nding
nme of that. The one big one that we have is the Kern
Ri ver expansion. |It's -- the WIllians Corporation has
proposed to do an expansion. |It's really to increase
the capacity of the delivery of natural gas to
California.

It comes from Womn ng through four states:

Woni ng, U ah, Nevada, and California. They are noving
on a very fast track. The |lead on the environnental
docunentation is probably going to be FERC. However, we
woul d be cooperators on that. W are |ooking at a new
line, looping a new line, through the California desert
adj acent to the existing |ine.

In sone cases -- in nost cases, it will remain

within the area that was anal yzed in 1990, when the Kern
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River -- the Mojave Kern River was initially put in. W
have a | ot of environmental docunentation already in

pl ace which enables us to in expedite consideration

It's not all new information. However, there are sone
areas where it will be going out of the existing area
and will require nore, a closer |ook

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: Present right-of-way.

MOLLY BRADY: Most of it is. Well, it's been
the present right. It's certainly an area that was
examned. | would have to | ook at right-of-way.

COUNCI L MEMBER RISTER  In regards to the EEA
that you will be developing for the two guzzlers and the
sheep holes, isn't it true that under the Sheep Hol e
W derness designation of the 1994 Desert Protection
Act, California Fish and Gane had specific | anguage in
the law that they could go in and build guzzlers in
certain conditions such as the death of sheep, which is
occurring, bighorn sheep are dying in the sheep holes
and need that water?

MOLLY BRADY: The | anguage -- and | probably
ought to defer to Timon the exact |anguage -- has to do
with their being allowed to enter and nmintain those
facilities.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER: O devel op wat er

sources if existing --
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MOLLY BRADY: And vehi cl es.

COUNCI L MEMBER RISTER If existing water is
del eted and sheep are dying, additional guzzlers can be
devel oped?

MOLLY BRADY: | would have to go back and | ook
at the specific |anguage.

TIMREAD: | believe it's limted to
mai nt enance. W continue to believe that whatever the
i ssues are, that we can work through themin sone way,
about water necessarily within the w |l derness or
adj acent to wil derness.

MOLLY BRADY: | should say that there was --

there were sonme sheep died | ast year because of the

failure in the sheep holes of one of the guzzlers. It
dried up. It was extremely dry last year. It's very
wet now.

And what we have committed to do is to nonitor
closely those existing waters and to refill them using
helicopters if they get dry this sumer. R ght now, we
are | ooking real good. Fish and Gane is tal king about
putting in solar nmonitors, so we don't have to go in to
do the nonitoring as frequently.

Actual ly, we haven't been going in as nuch as
we probably need to. That's why it dried up | ast

sunmmer. So this way, it should help us in nonitoring
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and -- with Fish and Gane in nonitoring those
devel opnent s.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Molly, quick conment on

the Kern River pipeline issue. |It's nmy understanding
that the -- | don't knowif it was the sanme conpany t hat
put the original line in. But there were sone

difficulties with their agreenents with respect to

cl eani ng up and environnmental agreenents on that first
construction. | hope the new one will take sone
under st andi ng of prior problens.

MOLLY BRADY: And | appreciate your concerns.
I think that since 1991, we did have a | ot of problens.
And we really are having much stronger nonitoring
requi renents during construction and in follow up
because of that and other projects where we have had
pr obl ens.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Great. Thank you very
much, Mol ly.

Tim Read? Tim Read. Any other things you
woul d like to add?

TI M READ:  Madam Chai rman, council menbers,
thank you for the opportunity to tal k about one of ny
favorite subjects, which is the Barstow field office.

In ny report, | have tal ked about the weed

control that we are doing, cultural resources, the
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buil ding that we have restored out in the Amargosa
Val l ey, the trail system we have done al ong the

Amar gosa, and al so the work that we have done at the
entrance road to Dunont Dunes.

VWhat Sherry nentioned, we had a little
conflict, and we were able to work that through. Also
tal ked about the volunteer projects that we have done in
desert clean-up. One of the gentlenen had famliarity
with the statistics, hundred tons of trash with over 475
vol unteers just this spring.

In terms of your question, Bob, we do have --
the Kern River line also goes through the Barstow field
office jurisdiction. And we al so have a neeting on
Monday about the gas line that will connect -- request
for a gas line that will go fromthe Kraner Corner area
down to Adelanto. There is others that are runors, but
no real firmapplications or anything on those at this
time.

So | guess with that, if there are any
guestions that you m ght have about the things that we
are doing, | would be happy to try to answer them

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Maybe one question
Just want to -- you have been doing sone -- tortoise

counting area. And do you have any report on that?
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TIMREAD: It's line distance sanpling. It's
part of what we are doing with the desert manager's
group. And it's -- reports are very prelimnary. But
one of the reports that | have here, one of the elenents
of the report that | amaware of, is that we are finding
nore carcasses than live aninmals.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: |s there any concl usion
to be drawn fromthat? These are whol e carcasses,
not -- they haven't been predatorized?

TIMREAD: | wasn't able to question the
reviewers, the investigators.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: | just want to point
out that the line distance sanpling net hodol ogy, you
know, the information that you gather the first year is
really not all that nmeaningful. |It's nmore for neasuring
trends than for measuring actual popul ations.

So, you know, while we are discouraged by the
prelimnary, you know, results we are seeing, we have
got to be careful not to read too rmuch into that.
Because the nmethodol ogy is intended to neasure trends
rather than actual nunbers.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ji m from South Coast, if
you are ready. Thank you for your report.

JI M KENNA:  Madam Chai rman and counci| menbers,

I will try to be brief. Basically, | amgoing to cal
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your attention to three things, the first of which is
t he plan anendnents which have been di scussed in sone
detail .

We are working on five of them Four of the
five are joint with |ocal jurisdictions, neaning that
they are also amending their joint -- their general plan
in coordination with BLM so that the two plans nake
sense together. Three of the five are in South Coast,

i n amendi ng our South Coast Plan, rather than in the
California desert.

The two that are in the California deserts are
t he Coachella Valley Plan, which | have tal ked about
previously, and the NECO Plan. The Coachella Valley
Plan is in discussions nowwith Fish and Wldlife
Service -- between local jurisdictions and the service.

And the target is to have a plan that will neet
both our Section 7 Endangered Species Act requirenent,
but also the local jurisdiction's obligations under
the -- for a 10-A permt, and have a draft on that early
inthe fall.

The second thing that | was going to nention
is, we previously talked to the council on the Nationa
Monurment Law t hat has been passed affecting the San
Jacinto and Santa Rosa Mountains. W recently got

approval fromthe Secretary of the Interior. And the
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announcemnent requesting nomnations for the advisory
comittee is now out.

| have been working with the |oca
jurisdictions, who all have positions on the council
And we | ook forward to seeing the council cone together

Finally, the last thing that -- actually was
alluded to, we were selected to host the National Lands
and Realty and M nerals Conference for the Bureau of
Land Managenment. So we had some 350 | ands and minerals
prof essional s and surveyors in Palm Springs this |ast
week. And it's been a pretty busy week.

| did want to touch on a couple of things. The
two -- one of the two areas that | thought received an
awful lot of attention. And they are both very
i mportant. One was comunity infrastructure. Talking
about some of the issues -- it's come up here: Power
projects, rights-of-way, the fiberoptic lines, and water
lines, gas lines, those sorts of issues and projects.

We also -- one of the things, the reasons they
wanted to cone to Palm Springs is to | ook at sone of the
alternative energy things that are going on there. And
they did get an opportunity to see sone of what's going
on with the wind energy. Palm Springs sort of has
everything fromthe very inception of the w nd energy

concepts to the nost nodern stuff that's out there.
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Then the second area that | wanted to nention
was exchanges, particularly in the Coachella Valley Plan
and the South Coast Plans. W are |ooking at what is
probably going to be the last opportunity if we are
going to do any adjustnents on what public |and and open
space is going to be. That's sonething that we are
| ooking at in all those plans.

And "exchange" on a national |evel are
receiving a great deal of attention -- which brings ne
full circle back to the comunity-based plans, which is
how we are approaching that.

And, lastly, in response to your question on
energy projects, nost of themI| think have been
di scussed before. But | will just tick off sone of them
and give an update on those that have a status item

The Baja project, we are working with E
Centro. And Greg will talk about that. W do have the
|1 D power line project, Blythe and Island Project. On
that project, we have conpleted the scoping. And it's
back with the conmpany. And their engineers are working
on a response to the scoping project -- on the project.

The Cal -Pine proposal with the Torres Martinez
tribe, | signed just this week the agreenent to be a
cooperator in the environnental inpact statement. And

we will -- the lead agency on that woul d be the Bureau
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of Indian Affairs.

We do have sone South Coast projects that are
fairly major: The Valley Rai nbow Project, a
transm ssion project to connect the San Di ego County and
Ri verside -- West Riverside County. That will be a
fairly major project.

We have a nunber of w nd upgrades, generally
speaking. | think this is sort of a win-win for nost

folks, in the sense that the new, nore nodern

technology -- it takes -- one windm Il will replace
about six or seven. So, environmentally, | think it's
al so a positive. W have a -- the Marks Technol ogy

Proj ect schedul e nmeeting on that project is next week.

And on oil and gas -- and nobst of this is in
Los Angel es county, not in the desert -- we do have sort
of sundry notices on shut-ins, and one new wel | probably
going in this fall will be in an existing and old field.
| don't think there are nmjor issues there.

Questions?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.

And Greg, El Centro, last but not |east.

GREG THOWPSON: Morning. | have three itens |
would like to read for the council on. And, also, it's
al ways nice to cone back and visit the Ri dgecrest area.

Monitoring: | have got a nunber of nonitoring
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efforts. The flat tail horn lizard. There is an

i ncreasi ng ambunt of nonitoring as per the inter-agency
conservation agreenment that was signed a few years ago
to try and better protect the species. Sonme of the

thi ngs, we are going to mapping distribution of species
as well as monitoring the Ievel of inpacts occurring to
flat-tailed habitat in various nanagenment areas.

In addition, we are certainly increasing our
efforts in the Inperial Sand Dunes, primarily river
plants, reptiles, and recreation use. This is partly to
be used as baseline information for updating the
managenent plan for the dunes, but also for our ongoing
managenent as well as the state OHV grant requirenents
require nore nonitoring these days.

Like | say, the three nmain areas that we are
enphasizing -- there are several other. One is rare
plants. W are continuing the annual nonitoring of
several rare plants in the area. W are just finishing
up this year's effort.

Under reptiles, the main one right nowis
fringe-toed lizards, a different lizard. And we are
using that as a good indicator species of other reptiles
in the dunes.

We just conpleted our first set of transects

over the last nmonths. And we will be doing sone nore of
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those this fall

And then the last nonitoring | would like to
nmention for the sand dunes is recreation use nonitoring.
We have replaced our vehicle counters for the -- out at
t he dunes, because we know we were not -- we were
concerned we weren't getting accurate visitor counts any
nore. And we are also going to be GPS g stagi ng and
canpi ng areas.

The second itemis the Eastern San Di ego
Managenent Plan. BLMw de around the country, one of
the top priorities this year and for the next severa
years is updating |land use plans. At the |ast neeting,
we tal ked about updating the Sand Dunes pl an

One of the other ones that we are working on is
the Eastern San Diego County Plan. It covers about a
hundred thousand acres. It was witten in the early
1980s, that there has been changes to things |ike
endangered species, w |l derness, recreation use. That
will also be on the docunent.

The final thing other than energy | wanted to
mention, the MIIennium Conference -- and this is
following up on Eric Dones' request we provide updates
on what the Desert Manager's Group activities are. The
Desert Manager's Group is inter-agency federal and state

managers from-- that manage California deserts.
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The M 11 ennium Conference was a first ever
conference held in Barstow in May to sort of pul
together all the existing information on historic,
prehi storic, and pal eontol ogi cal resources.

You never know what the first conference -- if
you are going to break even on the budget or get anybody
to show up. So we were glad that the turn-out was
better than we had hoped for. W had sonething like 60
pr of essi onal papers presented, and there were over 300
participants in the audi ence, general public,
uni versities, agencies, museuns.

So we were glad -- it really went beyond our
expectations. One of the keynote speakers was Huel
Hauser. A lot of you know himfrom TV s "California
Gold." He was real entertaining one night. That was
the first conference.

Like I say, now we need to decide, where do we
go fromhere? So we need to just have a nice conference
and nove on to the next item Next week, at the neeting
of the Desert Manager's Group, we are going to be
tal ki ng about what we | earned and how to proceed wth
such as publishing the proceedings.

I know a | ot of people are already saying:

VWhen is the next conference? W are |ooking at ways to

i ncrease public awareness of these resources. The
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California deserts have a wealth of cultural and
pal eont ol ogi cal resources, and we need to cone up with
better ways to protect it.

Fol | owi ng up on Bob's request on energy
projects, this is a news rel ease that went out on June
13th. Probably the main one we are working on that Jim
nmentioned is the North Baja natural gas pipeline. This
news release is on our BLM home web page. It's seeking
public coment on proposed anendments to nanagenent
plans for this pipeline project.

It would initially require amendnent to not
only the California Desert Plan but the Yuma Resource
Managenent Plan. The Yuma BLM nanages the corridor
al ong the Colorado River. The conment period on this
part of it is up until July 5th.

And | would like to mention on energy, | have
been in the last few weeks at a couple of neetings where
there was BLMers fromall the states and the Washi ngton
office. And certainly energy projects are a hot topic
around the BLM both not only where we are potentially
| ooki ng at power generation, but al so power
transm ssion. A nunber of the projects have nationa
energy inpact as the |l ead on the inpact statenents.

Beyond that, Wally had asked about geot hermal.

My understanding is our state office has received a
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nunber of geothermal |ease applications, new
applications, for the Inperial Valley. W really don't
know where they are all are yet. But those are things
we are working with the county and ot hers on.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: Thank you, Greg.

Madam Chair, just for the audience, just a
little history on the Northern Baja pipeline. There is
two proposed plants to be built in Mexico. And we are
| ooking at even a third coal-fired plant.

What these plants will do is generate
electricity. And the Senmpra plant, we know, does not
have any southern transm ssion |ines. These lines are
all northernly. This 30-inch pipeline will be com ng
across the eastern portion of our county. The fuel wll
be going into Mexico, the trans -- the electricity
produced, and then the electricity transported north.

We have been in contact with Senpra. W have
expressed to them sone of the regional air quality
nmeasures whi ch they have proposed to place in their
pl ants.

A coupl e of questions have cone up where we are
going to deal with sone cunul ative effects of generating
power just south of our border. The interest that |
have expressed to themis, are known geothernmal reserves

in our area, as Supervisor MQuiston has pointed out,
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the em ssions of this is water vapor. And why aren't we
exploring this vast geothermal resource as California is
faced with this energy issue?

The air quality that is going to cone across
our area, people already know that sone of our
attainments are actually -- we are out of conpliance now
because of the basin in which we reside in. And the
crop production, the livestock industry -- now, you
know, with our, you know, visitors that come into our
area, we do want to maintain a certain amount of air
quality there that is beneficial to all of us.

And it's an enornous issue, California energy.
But all of a sudden these plants are producing this
product, now shipping it north. And nmy concern is, what
type of air quality standards are they going to have to
nmeet ?

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH: Want a nore sinmple
qgquestion, Geg? Wat's the status of publication of the
abstracts and professional papers that were delivered at
the May neeting of the Desert Manager's G oup?

GREG THOWPSON:  You are tal king about the
M I | enni um Conference, | believe, Paul?

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH:  Yes.

GREG THOWPSON: | believe the first call for

papers was about now. And hopefully a bunch will cone
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in. And we will be getting the stragglers in. And one
of the things we are facing is that we did break even on
the conference; but we didn't cone up with quite enough
noney yet to publish the proceedings.

That's sonething we will be tal ki ng about at
the Desert Manager's -- like | say, there was a wealth
of good information presented.

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH:  Be sure and renenber
maybe to bear in mind that Joshua Tree National Park has
a publications programand would be interested in
considering that. That would be a park association.

GREG THOWPSON: Park associ ation. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: Greg, seeing as you
i ndicated that the BLMis currently nonitoring --
currently nonitoring sone other species of concern or
what ever in the way of plants and other type of species,
I wonder if you could, nunber one, tell us just how nany
and who the guys that you are nonitoring are?

And, nunber two, what is the directive or the
notivation for expending your resources at this point in
time, which are very limted, on nmonitoring species that
apparently aren't even listed yet?

And, nunber three, what results night we expect
to see fromthe end of that study, so that, you know, we

m ght think about what we are going to do about it?
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GREG THOWSON: | will try and renenber those
in order. The first question, as | recall, was: What
species are we nonitoring? The Al godones Dunes are
really an island in the desert, which makes them specia
for people and al so makes them special for other things
that |live out there.

So we are | ooking at insect -- nonitoring
i nsects, which is pretty rmuch gathering whatever data we
can find that's in existing files -- mammals, birds, you
know -- because there is quite a few different types of
speci es that use the dunes.

| mentioned probably the key ones that we are
working on right now But there are quite a few But |
have a chart as to what some of the other ones are.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: These are unique to the
sand dunes?

GREG THOWSON: I n sone cases. Like | say, the
dunes are an island. Whatever happens in the dune
systemoften -- because it's separate from everything
el se around. But that's not to say -- the flat-tailed
horned lizard is found in the dunes; but its main
habitat is outside the dunes, as opposed to sone of the
ot her species which are primarily or totally found in
t he dunes.

As far as the budget, why are we doing this,
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one is because | think we would all like to try and get
a handl e of the proper managenent of species. To have
them be considered for federal or state listing, then we
lose a lot of our options. And it's not very good for
the species. So we are trying to get a better handle
on, like I say, what's out there, what's going to help
in the plan and ongoi ng managenent .

As far as budget, this is one of our -- you
know, we have a multiple use mandate. One of our
mandates is protecting and nmanagi ng the species. So we
are seeking funding through our own federal process.

But also the state grant process this year suggested
that we all use up to 10 percent, as you recall, of our
operations and mai ntenance grants on nonitoring.

And certainly the -- as | understand it, the
California OHV Commission is interested in BLM and ot her
agenci es | ooking at additional nonitoring efforts for
state funding.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Could | add sonething
to the response? W had requested and received a grant
to nmonitor the mlk vetch prior to its listing. And we
were -- we didn't get that nonitoring done.

There is a |l ot of people who believe that if we
knew everyt hing we knew -- know about the plant now,

maybe it woul dn't have been listed. That's a reason for
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doi ng noni tori ng.

Anot her reason, the flat tailed, you know we
successfully convinced officials that the plant
shoul dn't be listed, and redevel oped this conservation
strategy, you know, to prevent it frombeing |isted.

We need to do monitoring to denonstrate that
that strategy is working so that, you know, it shows
that it doesn't need to be listed. You know, nonitoring
isn't necessarily information to prove that we are doing
bad things. Sonetinmes we can denonstrate there are good
t hi ngs, as well.

As long as | have the mcrophone, we already
tal ked about the M Il ennium Conference. It should not
go without note that the council did present severa
papers at that conference.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Just a correction for
the record. Unless nmy hearing is incorrect, | think you
referred to the flat-tailed horned lizard as a plant.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: | did?

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: Madam Chair, in this
energy programthat you are thinking, on the geothermnal
and with Wally, has subsidence been part of that study
down there, the subsidence?

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: Not that | am aware

of yet. There was obtaining of a presidential permt to
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allow this energy to be exported to the south. This
energy will be produced in the Mexicali Valley. Senpra
is putting together the 500 KVW pl ant.

Not just one entity. There are two additiona
entities, additional gas fired, and the third was coa
fired. The -- sone of the energy will be exported
south. But the Senpra project does not have any
transm ssion |ines going south.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: Right.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: It will all be
produced and gone north.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: Ckay.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Coupl e questions, if |
may. You nentioned in your report that listing a
species sonetines limts your flexibility in nanagenent.
And therefore you don't always perceive it as a good
t hi ng.

The second question -- and it nay be an
i nappropriate question for you, but I will ask you this:
In the listing of all the species that have been thus
far listed, the listing of them how nany have we seen
recovery on?

GREG THOWPSON: | don't have that off the top
of my head. oviously, that's the goal, that every

Secretary of Interior likes to tout the success stories.
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This one has in the past. But there aren't as many as
we would like to see, as far as delisting.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: The first question --
you know, we will go with first: Do you feel that in
your managenent ability, your flexibility is lost by
listing a species?

| thought that's what | heard you say. And
then maybe if we can get sonebody fromTims office
appropriate to give us the nunmbers of species that have
been recovered after listing, it would be hel pful

GREG THOWPSON: The species as |isted,
certainly there are requirenents that cone with that
listing, whether it's in designating Critical habitat or
whether it's in the recovery plan that usually foll ows.

So that -- there are a lot of specific
requi renents as to how the land, you know, habitat is
going to be nanaged. It's a different situation than
before the listing. | amnot sure if | am answering
your question.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: The question is: Does
it limt your flexibility?

GREG THOWPSON: Certainly.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her questions?

Thank you very much.

Since we are so behind tine on the agenda, we
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are actually moving forward with the National Landscape
Conservation System briefing and council discussion

so -- and then noving back to China Lake Land Use
Management Pl an.

So we are going to hear about the Nationa
Conservation System And | would like Timto introduce
our briefing person

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Actually throughout the
neeting today, we are going to handle things a little
differently than we do in the past. Normally, it's
staff fromthe Desert District to nake the
presentations. Mdst of the presentations today are
going to be nade by people other than staff in the
Desert District.

There has been a lot of talk -- | guess, back
up for a second. At the last nmeeting, we tal ked a
little bit about the National Landscape Conservation
System And there was a request by council to have a
nore detailed presentation on the National Landscape
Conservati on System

There was discussion earlier relative to the
| ast conference in Palm Springs |ast week. There was
al so a National Landscape Conservati on System conference
i n Phoeni x | ast week.

So we were fortunate to spin off of that and
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have soneone from our Washington office of the Nationa
Landscape Conservation Systembe with us today to give
t he presentation.

I would like to introduce Jesse Juen, who is
t he group manager for nonument and nati onal conservation
areas in the National Landscape Conservation System
office in Washington. And with that, I will turn it
over to Jesse. And, hopefully, we have the conputers up

and running. Power points are fun.

NATI ONAL LANDSCAPE CONSERVATI ON SYSTEM BRI EFI NG

JESSE JUEN. Thank you very nmuch, Tim | would
like to thank Timfor the invitation as well as Madam
Chai rman and the council nenbers for allowing ne to take
this opportunity to give you an overvi ew of the
| andscape system |If you will bear with us for a couple
mnutes, we will get it all set up and begin

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: Those of you who can't
see, you are certainly welcome to shift to the other
side of the room

JESSE JUEN: | amgoing to actually sit down,
if it's all right with you, so people can see ne.

| want to thank you very nmuch. M nane is
Jesse Juen. And it is a pleasure to have the

opportunity to visit with all of you today about the
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Nati onal Landscape Conservation System As the group
manager for the national conservation areas and
nonurrents wi thin the Washi ngton office of the Nationa
Landscape Conservation System | want to go ahead and
get into what nmakes the systeman integral part of what
t he BLM does and al so what sets it apart from ot her

| andscape conservati on systens.

Before | junp into the specifics of the
Nati onal Landscape Conservation System however, let mne
give it some context by tal king about the BLMin
gener al

The BLMis an agency of the Departnent of
Interior that manages 264 mllion acres across primarily
inthe United States -- western United States. The BLM
al so manages the public land for nultiple uses. And
many of the uses include outdoor recreation, use by
wildlife for habitat, by stock raising, energy, and
m neral production, and several other aspects of uses
t hr oughout the west.

The m x of use depends upon the resources that
exist in a given area and the area's resource nanagenent
goals, as many of you all know. Sone of BLMIland is
managed primarily for energy production. As an exanple,
for sone of the production of specific and, also --

excuse ne -- sone of the protection of species that are
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t hreat ened or endangered, in other areas, providing
forage for livestock and nmaintai ning open space nay be
an overriding use.

No matter what the conbination of the uses my
be, open space is al nost always part of the m x on BLM
| ands. Large expanses of undevel oped country is a
hal | mark of the west and practically synonynous with BLM
lands. A widely-held perception of the BLMexists, in
fact, it's the agency that presides over sone of the
nost renote |lands in the west.

Thi s wi de open aspect of western | and renains.
But we cannot assune that it will always be the sane.
The west has changed, and it is changing very rapidly.
The top five fastest growing states are all in the west.
And this trend shows no signs of changi ng.

So how does the denmpgraphic trend affect the
BLM? COver two-thirds of BLM I ands are within an hour's
drive of the west urban areas. And as the west has
grown, so has the BLM workl oad. W are dealing with
nore people now than ever before, facing nore denmands
and constraints on our |andscape.

Thankful ly, we have a flexible nmandate fromthe
Federal Land Policy Managenent Act of 1976. The BLM
management of all public lands is guided by this

| andmar k statute enacted 25 years ago. The Federal Land
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Pol i cy Managenent Act has provided for nultiple use of
the public lands and given the BLMinportant flexibility
in managi ng the land to neet the changi ng denmands in the
west .

Today, this |law, FLPMA, enables the BLMto
manage public lands not only for their commdity val ue
but also for the recreational opportunities and their
environnental qualities, such as open space.

So the BLMwi Il always remain true to its
multiple use nission. But that's part of the agency's
identity. Wile honoring its historical mssion
however, the BLMis facing significant public work | oads
in four major areas.

As you can see, those four nmmjor areas are
conmunity growt h, energy and mneral devel opnent,
conservation and restoration, and special areas which
are focused through the National Landscape Conservation
System

The first of these areas deals with |ands
situated near grow ng popul ation centers. As | have
said already, the cities and towns across the west are
becom ng -- are boonming. And the region's expanding
popul ation has forced the BLMto deal with a front of
new i ssues. For exanple, BLMIlands in these pl aces

serve as valuabl e and natural buffers between
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est abl i shed comunities and undevel oped areas.

They provide recreation, wildlife habitat, and
open space, just to nane a few of the aspects. The BLM
is planning to neet a variety of needs, such as
providing for rights-of-ways. You have heard a | ot
about that this norning. Also ensuring that visitor
safety -- there is a high level of visitor safety to
enjoy the public | ands, and reducing the risk of
wildfires that threaten our rural environments.

Anot her focus is the BLM I ands containing rura
cl ass energy and mneral resource. Places like the
Powder River Basin in Mntana and al so the San Juan
Basin in New Mexi co and Col orado contains inpressive
amounts of coal, oil, and natural gas. And it is places
like this where we will continue to focus energy
producti on on the public |ands.

The i nmportance of these resources cannot be
understated. These resources are vital to our econony,
and we have an obligation to develop themin an
environnental |y responsi bl e manner.

BLM | ands al so contain critical fish and
wildlife habitat. Over 300 plant and ani mal species
listed as threatened or endangered in the Endangered
Speci es Act inhabit |ands adninistered by the BLM across

the country.
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Recogni zi ng that conserving sensitive species
is for the benefit of the public, the BLMis giving
priority to restoration and protection of these critica
habitats. For exanple, we are part of the effort to
recover the nadanus fish in the Colunbia R ver Basin

The Interior Ecosystem Managenent Project,
whi ch involves 65 mllion acres of BLM and Forest
Service | ands across four states, seeks to reverse
conditions in the river basin where ecosystens are
declining in health.

We are also protecting other special status
species |like the sage grouse in the sagebrush of
grassl and habitats of Woning. |In the process, we are
consulting with the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service and
al so working with | ocal constituents in their
jurisdictions.

We are al so nmaki ng progress toward i nproving
water quality in certain high-priority watersheds across
the west, and putting a long-termfire managenent
strategy into action

And, finally, we have the National Landscape
Conservation System This systemwas established in
June of l|ast year, and has becone our agency's --
focuses our agency's managenent effort and the public's

attention on special |andscapes under the Bureau of Land
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Management stewardship. |It's only fitting that BLM
whi ch manages nore open space than any other agency,
shoul d oversee such a | andscape system

The National Landscape Conservation System
consists of the followi ng types of BLMunits. The first
two are the national conservation areas, also known as
NCAs, and the national nonunents that this agency
manages.

The third type of the unit are w | derness
areas, wi |l derness study areas, under BLM nanagenent.

The system al so i ncl udes BLM managed portions of the
National WIld and Scenic Rivers and National Scenic
Trails and National Historic Trails.

Al told, the National Landscape Conservation
Syst em nanages over 800 units. All of these conponents
of the systeminvol ve either Congressional or
presidential designations. However, the Nationa
Landscape Conservati on System does not include other
types of Secretarial or BLM designations. Sone of these
m ght include things such as natural |andmarks or areas
of Critical environmental concern.

As you can see, our national conservation areas
and national nmonuments are distributed across all ten
states in the western U.S. Up here on the map -- | know

it's alittle hard to see. But the areas highlighted in
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bl ue are the nonurments, and the areas highlighted in the
red are the national conservation areas.

Conservation areas are uniquely a BLM creation
No ot her agency has them And they perfectly display
the BLM mul tiple-use mssion. A national conservation
area is an area designated by Congress to provide for
t he conservation, use, enjoynent, and enhancenent of
certain natural, recreational, paleontological, or other
resources. And this includes Fish and Wldlife habitat,
as well. The BLM nmanages 14 of these nationa
conservation areas across the west, and -- with a tota
acreage of 14 mllion acres.

Wthin our national conservation area system
we include the 7,400 acre headwaters, forest reserve in
northern California.

Nati onal monunents are designated to protect
objects of scientific and historic interest or historic
| andmar ks, historic and prehistoric structures, or other
objects of historic or scientific interest on public
| ands.

Monurent s can be created either by proclamation
by the president under the Antiquities Act of Cctober of
1906, or an act of Congress. BLM also nanages 14
nati onal rmonunents currently established by proclamation

as well as one designated by Congress, which | believe
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was here in southern California.

W derness areas and wi |l derness study areas are
al so inmportant pieces to the overall picture of the
Nati onal Landscape Conservation System Established by
Congress pursuant to the WIlderness Act of 1964, the |aw
defines w | derness areas as places where the earth and
its community of life are not tranpled by nan, where man
is a visitor who does not renain

The designation ainms to ensure long-term --
excuse ne. The designation ains to ensure that these
| ands remain preserved and protected in their natura
condition. The BLM currently nanages 148 wi | der ness
areas conprising a little over 6 mllion acres.

W derness study areas, neanwhile, are areas
desi gnated by the BLM as havi ng wi | derness
characteristics making them worthy of consideration by
Congress for W/Iderness designation. While Congress
consi ders whether to designate a WBA as W/ derness, we
manage these areas to prevent inpairnent of the area's
suitability for designation. The BLM currently nanages
over 17 million acres and over 600 wil derness study
ar eas.

So far, | have been tal king about protected
land. But the National Landscape Conservation System

al so consists of linear conponents, like WIld and Scenic
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Ri vers and National Historic and Scenic Trails.

WIld and Scenic Rivers are designated by
Congress or the Secretary of Interior under the
authority of the Wld and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 to
protect outstanding scenic, recreational, and other
val ues, and to preserve the rivers in a free-fl ow ng
condi tion.

The BLM manages 36 Wl d and Scenic Rivers,
totalling over 2,000 miles in all. Simlarly, Nationa
Scenic and Historic Trails are designated by Congress to
provide for enjoyment of the areas through which the
trail passes.

Establ i shed by the National Trail System Act of
1968, national historic trails nust neet specific
criteria, such as having a significant potential for
i nterest based on historical interpretation and
appreciation or public recreational use. The BLM
currently manages a total of 3,623 trail mles on nine
historic trails.

The scenic trails, on the other hand, offer
maxi mum r ecr eati onal potential of the scenic,
historical, natural, and cultural qualities of the area
t hrough which they pass. The BLM manages a total of 641
mles of trail on portions of the Continental Divide and

the Pacific Crest Trails.
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CGoal s for the National Landscape Conservation
System i nclude protecting and restoring uni que
resources, preserving culture and heritage, naintaining
a quality of life for a growi ng nation, and protecting
critical habitats.

The National Landscape Conservation System wil|
protect geologic and historical resources that are the
signature of the American West. For exanple, the system
protects vast lava flows only a few thousand years old
in the rugged badl ands of the mal opies in west New
Mexi co, the Otay Mountain W1 derness in southern
California, which possesses a unique mx of botanica
m xes, wildlife, cultural resources, and opportunity.

15 plant species in this wilderness are
candi dates for federal listing, including the world's
| argest stand of tecate cypress.

Protecti ng uni que resources neans nore than
just biological riches. The National Landscape
Conservation System al so preserves cultural resources in
pl aces |i ke southwest -- southwestern Col orado canyons
of the Ancient National Mnunent, where the nation's
hi ghest known density of archaeol ogical sites are
| ocat ed.

VWhen we protect cultural resources, we are al so

saf eguarding a part of our national heritage. This can
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mean a few di fferent things, such as protecting portions
of historic trails. The Lewis and Clark trail, for
exanpl e, preserves a |legacy of a journey that changed
our nation forever and hel ped to define the western way
of life.

The National Landscape Conservation System
units al so protect historic structures and remmants. In
Nevada's Bl ack Rock Desert National Conservation Area
and its wilderness sites, visitors can see wagon ruts
and historic inscriptions |eft by pioneers noving
westward in the 1800s.

And, finally, the systemal so protects
ar chaeol ogi cal and pal eontol ogi cal resources. For
exanpl e, the Agua Fria National Mnunent, an hour north
of Phoeni x, houses one of the npbst significant systens
of late prehistoric sites in the American sout hwest.

The National Landscape Conservation System
keeps a part of the west alive. And for people who |ive
there -- but for the nation -- not just for -- for
peopl e who live there, but not just for those fol ks, for
the nation as a whole, these units will help to provide
alternatives to spraw .

For exanple, Red Rock Canyon Nationa
Conservation Area is about 15 mles west of Las Vegas,

Nevada. This is one of the fastest growing cities over
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t he past decade. The popul ation of Vegas swelled by 66
percent during the '"90s. And it's not too difficult to
foresee that devel opment may one day cone right up to

t he edge of Red Rock

In areas of rapid urbanization, the Nationa
Landscape Conservation System gives visitors an
opportunity -- gives visitor opportunities for
recreation, solitude, discovery. But the Nationa
Landscape Conservation System doesn't just maintain
quality of life by providing safe harbors from urban and
subur ban devel oprent .

In nore rural areas, the National Conservation
units support | ocal devel opnent by placing visitor
anmenities in the surrounding communities. Rather than
buil di ng gas stations and hotels that conpete with
preexisting facilities, the bureau plans to direct
econom c growh to the towns next to or near the units
within the system

This quality-of-life goal incorporates the
first two, but is bigger than it, as well. By
protecting natural and cultural resources, the Nationa
Landscape Conservati on System al so honors what nakes
people who live in the west proud to |live there.

The open space that characterizes the Nationa

Landscape Conservati on System nmakes them natural sites

161



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

to provide high-quality habitat for fish and wildlife
and plants. |In these units, protection and restoration
of critical habitats is one of our top priorities.

In Idaho's Snake River Bird of Prey Natura
Conservation Area, the BLMis nandated to nanage this
resource for the protection of the raptor popul ation and
habitats while providing for interpretive and
educational opportunities for the public.

Protecting val uable habitat is also what led to
the creation of the Santa Rosa-San Jacinto Nationa
Monurent in southern California. Population nunbers of
bi ghorn sheep have been steadily declining since the
1970s, dropping fromnear the 1,000 level in '"79 to
about 300. And | understand fromtalking to Jimwe are
back up to sonewhere around 400 today.

Fol | owi ng the nmonunent designation in Cctober
of last year, the BLM and ot her agencies are
participating in a conprehensive nmulti-agency planning
effort to ensure the survival of the sheep

Simlar efforts are underway to protect the
uni que trout species in southeast Oregon that is a part
of the Steens Mouwuntain Protection Act. The first ever
redband trout reserve was created. The Donner and
Blitzen Redband Trout Reserve will protect and enhance

redband trout and the uni que ecosystemthat they depend
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on by providing opportunities for the Fish and Wldlife
oriented outreach research and education
I want to make clear, the units for the
Nati onal Landscape Conservation Systemfill a different
ni che than the national parks. Take Steens Muntain
again, for exanple. Over a decade of debate cul m nated
in a landmark piece of legislation |ast October, the
St eens Mount ai n Cooperative Managenent Protection Act of
2000.
This | aw provides additional protection to
approxi mately 900, 000 acres of federal land in
sout heastern Oregon, safeguardi ng an extraordinary
| andscape and a way of life for all who Iive there.
VWhat's nost striking about the legislation is
how it bal ances traditional uses for stricter |evels of
| and protection. Specifically, the act designated a
500, 000 acre Steens Muntain Protection Area. The BLM
wi Il manage this area with input froma new Steens
Mount ai n Advi sory Council to conserve, protect, and
manage the | ong-term ecol ogical integrity of the area.
Wthin this area, sustainable grazing and recreationa
uses, including fishing and hunting, will be continued.
A | and exchange provision provides for nearly
100, 000 acres of livestock-free wilderness wthin

desi gnated the 175,000 acres of Steens Mountain
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Wl derness Area. This land at the top of the Steens
Mountain is the npost sensitive to disturbance and wll
be managed to safeguard the pristine environnent.

The area also features two new WIld and Scenic
Rivers. There is a reserve to protect redband trout,
which | nentioned earlier

That kind of flexibility in nmanagenment is
evi denced across the National Landscape Conservation
System For exanple, here is a slide of the Oregon John
Day WIld and Scenic River designated by Congress in
1988. John Day is managed to protect the water quality
and the array of natural and cultural resources, as
wel | .

Here, protecting and enhancing within the
values -- within the area include botanical resources,
archaeol ogi cal use sites, and recreational opportunities
are the primary managenent purpose of the area.

And as you can inagi ne, nanagi ng the John Day
Ri ver requires a different approach than that of the
Steens. The diversity of the units within the Nationa
Landscape Conservation Systemis part of its strength.
And it should -- and it shows that we can and shoul d
manage these areas.

The Bureau of Land Managenent approach, which

accommodat es certain uses while protecting resources,
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i nherently preserves open space. And the Nationa
Landscape Conservation System highlights the val ue of
this open space in an increasingly crowded west.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Madam Chair, just a

point. | see -- this is a wonderful dog and pony show.
But it has very little to do with this council. W are
wasting a valuable hour. | would |ike to nove on

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: How far are we along in
t he presentation?

JESSE JUEN:. | have about five mnutes left.
But it's up to you all

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | think | can survive
anot her five nminutes.

JESSE JUEN: Thank you.

| just want to double check for you.

Finally, I want to stress that while the
Nati onal Landscape Conservation System nay be relatively
new, the idea of managi ng special BLM I ands for
conservation is not. For exanple, the King Range al ong
the California coast, the first national conservation
area ever established, has been protecting specia
resources and providing recreational opportunities to
t he Bureau of Land Managenent |ands for over 30 years.

The agency therefore has established a strong

record for managi ng places |ike these. Another hallnmark
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of the BLMis that we manage at the local level. That
is where the on-the-ground decisions affecting the units
are and will be made.

The National Landscape of fice in Washington,
D.C., is a small adnministrative unit involved wth
devel opi ng policy and guidance for the system For the
recently established national nmonunents, BLM staff and
the relevant state field offices are devel opi ng
management plans that reflect input fromcomunity
| eaders, ranchers, recreationists, environnmentalists,
and several other groups.

Once a nmnagenent plan is in place for each
unit, it will be inplemented at the field |l evel with the
assi stance of our conmmunities.

In closing, | want to thank all of you for your
time and patience. And | al so have handouts of our --
in the back, | will have handouts of our brochure for
the National Landscape Conservation Systemas well as
maps that show the units across the west. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you very nuch.

Next on our agenda is a quick briefing on China
Lake Land Use Managenent Plan and Draft EIS. That wll
be presented by John O Gara. John

CH NA LAKE LAND USE MANAGEMENT PLAN & DRAFT EI S UPDATE

JOHN O GARA:  And | will be brief, so you can
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go to lunch. Good nmorning. On behalf of Captain Jim
Seaman, Commandi ng Officer of the Naval Air Wapons
Station, we welcone you to Ridgecrest and Chi na Lake.

A very brief overview of our project, and -- |
don't recall the last time that we briefed you. But
Il ene was here, and Hector was not. That will give you
a unit of measure. Since that tine, much has happened.
And we will give you a very, very brief background on
why we are doi ng what we are doi ng, how and where we are
t oday.

The Landi s Managenent Plan is a cooperative
effort between China Lake, NAWS Chi na Lake, DCD China
Lake, and Ridgecrest BLM It was driven by two separate
actions, one being the 1994 passing of the California
Desert Protection Act, the other being business
initiatives by the Navy to acconmpdate increased test
and training opportunities. So as a nethod for
achi eving both goals, the Navy chose in '96 to
i ncorporate a | and managerent plan which was required by
the Desert Protection Act with the m ssion support and
training, test and training operation increase. So that
was the actions that devel oped the CLUMP, Conprehensive
Land Use Managenent Pl an

We initiated public scoping in partnership with

BLMin the spring and sumrer of '97. Five or six
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| ocales were visited. Inputs fromthe public, both then
and ongoi ng, since that tinme have hel ped us define the
bounds, the scope, of the Conprehensive Land Use
Management Pl an.

Concurrent with that, soon thereafter, we
started to initiate a rather |arge data acquisition
process, trying to find out what we knew about our dirt,
what we knew about what we did to our |ands, and what
resources were in effect. That |aunched a rather |arge
data acquisition effort for both a natural and cultura
| and use pattern, identification, and a CLUW was
devel oped as a draft in August of 1999.

Now, it was briefed through to the state
director of BLM M. TimSalt, for the district, and
Hector and his predecessor here locally. The EIS that
i s acconpanying this has also nore overtine basically
for two reasons: One being that the type and tenpo of
the operations that we were anal yzi ng have changed, so
we have been keeping up with our customer demand. And
we had a couple of difficulties with a vendor. W spent
the better part of a year and a half trying to recover
fromless-than-quality work.

So we are currently at a point in tinme where
our draft EISis going to be undergoing an interna

review for the nonths of June and July. This will be
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gone back to the technical folks in D.C., folks at China
Lake, folks at BLM and be involved with our | awers as
wel | as anybody el se | ooking at the technical content,
the format of the docunent. And we are hoping to have

t hat docunent released in the fall of this year

That will be released for the public review
And the notice of availability will be coming to the
CVD. Wth the draft EIS will be a copy of the draft
| and nanagenment plan as well as the draft natura
resources plan.

So inthis interimintervening tine while we
were devel oping the EI'S, we have al so conpleted the
devel opnent of several acconpanying draft plans, natura
resources plan, response site, cultural resources plan
and an air installation conpatibility |and use plan
sharing with the city and the county.

That's it in a nutshell. W are |ooking at,
with some |uck, having a notice of availability in the
Septenber tine frame. It will be released in
partnership with BLM  And that's my quick and dirty.
And it's less than 10 minutes. Questions?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | have a question for
you. Does this EIS or any of the nanagenent plans
associated with it, will it be addressing potential use

of your southern range for Arny maneuvers in there
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comng fromFort Irw n?

JOHN O GARA: It will address the Arny's
proposal from 1994 where they wanted to go into
Randsburg Wash. And that alternative was not carried
forward, because it is not part of our need. The Arny's
proposal to expand is not within the scope.

But the plan will identify how we are managi ng
our lands to neet the Navy's -- we do accommpdat e ground
troop training under our controls. W have air ops as
wel | as ground ops that we do now and are proposing to
increase. But it is not maneuver training in the
expansi on.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: Are there any
conmuni cati ons between the Navy and the Army?

JOHN O GARA:  There is on a routine basis. You
have to be a little nore specific than that. Right now
we do include Arny training for air ops. Ilrwin brings
in helicopters over -- and if you know anythi ng about
Chi na Lake, we have an el ectronic conbat range on the
south side. And they do run against our threats.

So we have been partnering with both Arny, the
Mari nes at Twenty-Ni ne Pal ns, and Marines at Pendl eton
The Seal s out at Coronado do use China Lake assets for
training, but they do so under very strict rules of

participation on our lands. W are all thinking purple
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t hese days.
Does that answer your question?

CHAl RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, it does. Thank

you.
Any others? Looks like lunch tine.
Thank you very much. GCkay. | would love to
say a half hour for lunch. | don't think that's
feasible. 50 mnutes. | would Ilike to reconvene in 50

m nutes for the afternoon session.

(Luncheon recess.)

THE COURT: | would like to reconvene the
council, so we can continue on with our agenda. And the
aft ernoon session starts off with a Bioregional Plan

Update. That's going to be covered by Tim Salt.

Bl OREG ONAL PLANS UPDATE

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: | just want to give a
really quick update on the |latest plans, given that
based on the wi shes of the council as expressed at the
| ast neeting, the NEMO plan and the NECO plan will be
the primary focus of discussion at the next mneeting.

Just a real quick update. On the NECO pl an
t he public neetings have concluded. | think there were
twel ve public neetings, and all fairly well attended.

We got sonme good comrent on that. The witten coments
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are beginning to come in. As we all know, nobody ever
gives witten comments until the |ast week or so of the
conmment period. So they are beginning to come in.

At the last council neeting, the counci
requested that the comrent period be extended 30 days.
The conment period has been extended 30 days. The
Federal Register notice for that -- | think the press
rel ease and all went out sonetine ago. Because the
Federal Register was just published on Friday, extending
the coment period to July 9th.

The NEMO plan: The public neetings are
currently ongoing. There was one |ast night in Barstow,
| believe it was, and the night before that here in
Ri dgecrest. So those neetings are ongoing. And, |ike
sai d, both of those two plans will be the prinmary
subj ect of discussion at the next neeting.

The West Mjave Plan, which is the other plan
t hat people have a lot of interest in, is still grinding
its way through the process. W are |ooking forward to
the issuance of a draft some tinme in the fall. The West
Moj ave Pl an has been staggering al ong for about ten
years now.

The recent legislation that was referred to
earlier this nmorning, the Fort Irwi n expansion

| egi slation, has tied that planning process to the
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proposed Fort |lrwi n expansion. So we have got sone
congressional |y mandat ed deadlines now. And | am
confident that we will meet those. So we are | ooking
for a draft in the fall and conpletion of the plan in
about two years.

There was -- |lene asked that | talk about the
rel ationship of the West ©Mjave Plan to the Fort Irwin
expansi on. And some of the comrents this norning
i ndicated that there was a need to do that. So | will
try to explain that.

VWen the Bureau of Land Management does a pl an,
basically those plans are | and use all ocation deci sions,
very broad decisions. And the actions that -- the
specific on-the-ground actions that take place then are
part of -- need to be consistent with those basic | and
use al l ocati on deci si ons.

The dedi cati on of a hundred thousand acres to
the Arny for uses for nilitary training is certainly a
| and use all ocation decision and as such will be
addressed in the Wst Mjave Pl an

The objectives of the West Mjave Plan, you
know, w thout consideration of Fort Irwin, are -- you
know, there are many objectives. But one of the
objectives is to define how we intend to fulfill our

requirenents to ensure the recovery of the desert
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tortoise.

So one of the things the Wst Mjave Plan is
going to have to do is | ook at how we are going to
ensure the recovery of the desert tortoise if that
hundred t housand acres is devoted to mlitary training.

So in that sense, the two plans -- the two
actions will be linked. The way | like to describe
things, to help understand that, we nmake | and use plan
deci si ons which are allocation deci sions.

And then subsequent to that, we do what we cal
activity plans to tal k about how that |and use
al l ocation can be done, whether that activity plan is
t he desi gnati on of an off-highway vehicle -- | nmean, the
pl an deci sion woul d be the designation of an off-hi ghway
vehicle area or the conmtnent to nanage an area for
wi | derness or, you know, those kinds of things.

And then we would follow that up with an
activity plan that would tal k specifically about, you
know, how we are going to nanage off-highway vehicles in
that area or how we are going to nanage, you know,
wi | derness, or whatever the case may be. | like to
rel ate West ©Mbjave to that anal ogy.

You know, the bureau will be making a | and use
al | ocation decision through the Wst Mjave Plan. The

Arnmy is doing the expansion EI'S right now that tal ks
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about what's going to be done with that land once it's
transferred fromthe BLMto the Arny.

Those -- it's a little bit confusing right now
because those are on parallel course. Normally, we
woul d do them sequentially. But as a result of the
| egi sl ation, those are on parallel course. So we are
going to do what we can to coordinate with the Arny
relative to public neetings and notices and those kinds
of things. But they are separate actions dealing with
separate aspects of the expansion

The legislation that | referred to and has been
referred to several tinmes here today requires that a key
el ements report be devel oped, and that that be submitted
to the Congress, and that based on that key el enents
report, the Fish and Wldlife Service take a prelimnary
| ook at that and see whether or not it's conceivable
that they could achieve a favorabl e biol ogical opinion

The | egi sl ati on established sone pretty clear
deadl i nes. And right now we are a little behind on
t hose deadlines. The Arny was to have their expansion
pl an prepared by April 21st. And within 120 days after
| egi sl ati on was passed -- | nean, after the |egislation
was passed, the withdrawal | egislation was supposed to
be submitted to Congress.

Because the expansion plan hasn't been
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conpl eted yet, the withdrawal |anguage hasn't been
submitted yet. But | anticipate in the next 30 to 60
days, that that w thdrawal |anguage will be submtted.

The course that we are on now is the course
that was the result of the agreenent between Forner
Secretary Babbitt and Forner Secretary Colin, the
Secretary of Defense. That agreenent was nenorialized
in legislation that was sponsored by Senator Feinstein
and Congressman Lewi s and enacted into | aw

So that is the schedule we are on and the
approach we are taking. | suspect we have sone
guesti ons.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | have one. In regards
to the key elenents, the key elenent report, it appears
to me that we are on a fast track maki ng and getting
t hi ngs done. And there may not be opportunity for, you
know, the public to give comment. WII| there be an
opportunity to view the report before it goes in?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: | don't think the
| egi sl ati on envisioned the public involvenent in the key
el ements report. But certainly as this is part of the
West Mpjave Plan, you know, there will be public
conmment. And it is, you know, vital that the public and
this council comrent as that noves forward.

I think we should | ook at the key el enents
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report and their expansion plan as the crafting of one
of the alternatives to be considered in the Wst Mjave
Plan. And that once that alternative is considered,
then, you know, it will be addressed in that public
process.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | guess what my concern
is, is this council making sure that all the key
el ements are being considered? In other words, would
you take recomrendations fromthis council on what key
el ements shoul d be?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Again, | think that was
fairly well defined by the Congress. The Congress asked
the Arny and the Interior to work together to devel op
the report. They were tal king about the expansion
needs.

They were tal king about how the | and woul d be
used and tal ki ng about, you know, that in relationship
to endangered species. It doesn't -- the key el enents
report doesn't really talk except for in very genera

terns about the mitigation, you know, about, you know,

how t hose things will be acconmodat ed.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | understand your
position, | guess. But | -- and maybe | am so new here
| don't understand what | am-- but it was ny

understanding that this conmittee was mandated by
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Congress to help give input or at |east give advice. |If
we are never -- if we are never shown the problem |
don't know how we coul d possi bly advi se.

COUNCI L MEMBER REDDY: | would like to try and
answer one nmore tinme the way | did this norning.
guess | amthe only one on the council -- | think
| sabella was on it the year we did the Fort Irwn
expansion. And she is not here today. So | guess, Tim
if you weren't here, | don't know if anybody el se was
here on the council

I woul d suggest before we review anything for
the Fort Irwi n expansion, that anobng other things, Doran
go back through the neeting notes of that council and
di stribute those notes to all the menbers in the counci
that related to the Fort Irwi n expansion

And there were several nmeetings. A lot of the
di scussion, of course, wasn't in the notes; because a
lot of it was -- these were serious discussions that
i nvol ved the conmittee quite a bit. And as Tim has
nmentioned before, these were discussions that were
handl ed quite often over beers at night, long into the
night. These were sone of the npbst intense discussions
the council has had in the six years | have been on it.

Again, | would suggest that if the council has

any credibility, that decisions of the council -- you
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are implying that we should have a say in sonething and
not be ignored. On the other hand, we shouldn't ignore

what the council has already decided, reviewed, and

done.

And | think if you review back through the
notes, what you will find is -- unless ny nenory
fails -- we had conpl etely unani nous votes fromthe

environnental community, the off-road vehicle people,
the mining interests -- every interest group finally
bought into a reconmmendati on which went conpletely
counter to what Fort Irwin actually originally wanted to
do.

So while we all agreed on the direction that
they finally were going to go, none of us would have
accepted that on our own, given all the alternatives
they had, and with quite intense discussions. Again,
everybody agreed to it.

So to conpletely disregard what we have al ready
done and say, well, we are different people, we want to
start over again, and to inply that the council's
position isn't being heard -- this is one case where the
council's recomendati on was heard.

I woul d suggest, besides passing themout, that
council discussion be limted to areas where Tim said

that they didn't exactly foll ow what the counci
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recommended, or the option the council recomended.

W -- review of the China Lake -- the Fort
Irwin expansion then be Iimted to those areas where
they are expanding in a slightly different way or a
different area than what we had already -- council had
al ready agreed to, we not go back to square one and
i gnore everyt hing.

QO herwise -- again, as | said this norning
t here have been conpl aints that sometines our
recomrendations aren't heard or listened to. If we then
decide, well, let's ignore what we have al ready done
ourself, it nakes the whol e sense of any of us being
here noot .

We nmight as well just forget the fact that we
are here, and we have to wait for the next council to
make anot her deci si on.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: It wasn't my intention
to revisit the total issue and usurp what the previous
board did. | think it would be nice for those of us
that are here to review the docunent. And, hopefully,
it carries out what you think you all agreed to.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: | had anot her comment on
here. And | think a concern that sone groups have, at
this point, is that it mght well be the case that when

the Arny's report conmes out in perhaps a nonth or so, it
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wi Il also be acconpani ed by |egislation or proposed
| egi slation which nay be tried to fast track through
Congress and have a qui ck passage.

Now, the original enabling |legislation Iast
Novermber or Decenber, it seened to give a permnission for
Congress to set aside the land prior to completion of
the environnental docunentation

And so my concern would be that a report cane
out, Congress decided to go ahead -- and in addition to
the report, it said, well, we feel confident we can
mtigate all the inpacts with further study.

Meanwhi | e, then, Congress passes the |aw and
wi t hdraws the | and pendi ng conpletion of all the
mtigation and prior to any consideration by this
council and prior to any adoption of a Wst Mjave Pl an
So | think there is some concern that something like
that mght emerge. So | think we all just have to keep
our eyes open. Even though we may want to be invol ved,
we may find we are bypassed here.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: On that regard, too,
Bob, you make a good point that there is action that
Congress is going to take here. And, you know, |
certainly wouldn't want you to limt your council advice
to BLM

You know, if you have wi shes that, you know,
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you think your Congressman needs to hear, they stil
have action to take, as well

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: A qui ck question
relative to the NEMO plan. Is it correct that | am
hearing that this plan proposes to close 8,000 niles of
trails?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: At this stage, there
are no proposals. W are working through devel opi ng
alternatives right now.

THE COURT: Any ot her questions?

| would like to proceed to the next agenda
item which is a briefing on the California Desert

District Of-H ghway Vehicle Programby Ira Long.

CALI FORNI A DESERT DI STRI CT OFF- H GHWAY VEHI CLE PROGRAM
| RA LONG Good afternoon. | amlra Long. |
am going to give you a short powerful presentation on
OHV nanagenent. Basically, | amgoing to define it and
go through the executive order and how we manage
of f-hi ghway vehicles in California as a district.
VWhat is an OHV? An off-road vehicle is any
notori zed vehicl e capabl e of or designed for travel on
i mmedi ate overland water or natural terrain
Back in 1972, in the N xon admi nistration,

there was a need to recognize that public |lands need to
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be managed for off-highway vehicles. Executive order
11644 serves this need. And it was amended in 1977.

11989 by the Carter administration, and it
states that the purpose of this order is to establish
policies and procedures that will ensure that the use of
of f-road vehicles on public lands will be controlled and
directed so as to protect the resources of those |ands.

In the executive order in 1972, BLM recognized
the need to establish the first closed areas of the
California desert for vehicular access. Areas were
cl osed to OHVs based on sensitivities of the resources
and the kind of uses of geographical areas.

Qut of the executive orders cane federa
regul ations. The executive orders established criteria
for designation of public lands as Open, Linmted, or
Closed. It established controls governing the use and
operation of off-road vehicles in such areas.

8341 directs condition of use. This is an
exanpl e of how | aw enforcement gets involved in the
recreation program-- and sinply states that no person
shal | operate an off-highway vehicle on public lands in
a reckl ess, careless, or negligent nmanner.

It even establishes speed limts. And it even
est abl i shes under the influence, what | call, or

narcoti cs.
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8342 is the designation of areas and trails,
whi ch basically states that -- designates all public
| ands as either Qpen, Linmted, or Closed to off-road
vehicles. All designations shall be based on protection
of resources of public |ands.

And it goes into further. It talks about
desi gnati on procedures, which we are going through now.
Public participation dealing with Northern, Eastern, and
West Mpj ave Pl an, which states that designation and re-
designation of trails -- in resource managenent pl ans.

Furt her Code of Federal Regulations as it
rel ates to managenment of off-hi ghway vehicles on public
lands. And this is to ensure that public | ands can be
used to maximze -- I'msorry -- ensure that public
| ands can be used to the maxi mum nunber of people with
the m ni mum conflict anbng users and m ni mum damage to
public | ands and resources.

8365 deals with the rules of conduct. | threw
sanitation in here as an exanple. This is a big problem
for us in public land. Trash collection and just waste
di sposal on public lands is an enornous resource to us.
We spend an exorbitant anpbunt of noney yearly on this.

Cccupancy and use, this deals with abandoned
vehi cl es on public | ands.

And public health and safety, this is a daily
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effort in which we put forth to provide mappi ng, kiosks,
and general information to the public.

Through this process, the California Desert
Conservation Area Plan established nultiple use class
desi gnations for resource nanagenment gui deli nes.
Multiple use class for OHV is Open, which is |
i ntensive areas, which is the open areas. Cosed areas
is C, which are the wilderness areas. And the limted
ar eas.

The California Desert Conservation Plan OHV
route designation established Closed areas. The Linmited
route designation, which we have been goi ng back and

forth for the last twenty years about, is roughly about

6 mllion acres. The C osed areas is roughly around 3
mllion acres. And Open areas is 5 percent. |It's
roughly -- little over 500,000 acres.

And there were three conpetitive recreation
routes established in the CDCA pl an

This is the butt of our problemas it relates
tolimted use. This is what the public, genera
public, sees. This is what BLM sees. About ten years
ago, the technol ogy was such that BLM coul d not give
this information to the public, could not give this
i nformation out.

Wth current GPS units, GPS units that are in
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the public sector, this enables the public to reviewthe
i nfornmati on that we put out, not only for the accuracy,
but for themto us tell us what's wong with our naps.
And they do that.

CDCA route designation, designation goals, to
provide as conplete an inventory as possible, to provide
a reasonabl e network of routes for travel which neets
t he needs of the desert users, to reduce conflicts anong
deserts users, to provide a route systemthat neets the
needs of the public.

OHV and route designation issues. Law
enforcenent is a major problemfor us. |In the
California desert -- an exanple is Barstow. [If you take
an average open area, Scars Valley or Johnson Valley, we
have one ranger per open area.

On private property issues, it's a great
concern to us. Infrastructure: Signs, kiosks, and
current vandalismof those things that we produce for
t he general public.

Resource protection, protecting T & E speci es,
and road and trail maintenance.

What's next for the California Desert District
and the California Desert Conservation Areas?

Conpl etion of the conservation plans, which are

anmendnents to the CDCA plan, the Northern and Eastern
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Pl an, the Wst Mjave Pl an.

| mpl enent ati on of route designation. Provide a
route systemthat is acceptable by the desert users --
and provide a route systemthat's acceptable by the
desert users.

VWhat | want to do is just give you a little
exanpl e of -- just show you a little history of how we
got where we are and where we cane from

Wth the executive orders, the executive orders
were our foundation. Inplenmentation of the 11989 and
| egi slation of 11644 were our foundation. And after
that, the Code of Federal Regul ations.

And this is how we nmanage off-hi ghway vehicl es.
This is an arduous task, at best. Wth the help of the
general public, hopefully we can have sone type of
closure to route designation

That concl udes ny presentation on OHV
managenent and the California Desert issue. | am going
to talk a little bit about the OHV program and --

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON: Madam Chair, before
we go to the next portion of the briefing, on one of
your slides, you brought up |aw enforcenent and the
rel ationship of your staffing to nanagenent of these
rout es.

I amtoo new on the committee. But in ny
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cursory reading, | can't find anything that | can recal
dealing with statute or regul ati ons where | aw
enforcenent was a factor in the managenent decisions as
it pertains to the route designation.

VWhat is the relationship? | nean, why is that
a factor?

| RA LONG Law enforcement is not a factor as
far as route designation. But it is a factor as far as
managi ng, enforcing the resource codes. In 4374,
ensuring that people in an open area can travel in an
open area. In the linmted areas, it's designated
routes.

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON:  If | follow that
logic, then, if my sheriff's deputies per capita in Kern
County falls below a certain standard, does that nean
that | should say we are not going to -- you know, we
are going to close off this section of the county, or if
the Hi ghway Patrol staffing gets |low, are we going to
perhaps use that as a basis to close state and federa
roads?

IRA LONG | amnot saying that we are going to
close off an area. | am-- what | am saying here is
that we recognize that's an issue. The general public
tells us there is a great need for nore | aw enforcenent

present on public lands. That's what | am stating,
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basi cal | y.

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON: Ckay. What | am
hearing, it is not a consideration at all in designation
of routes.

| RA LONG  No.

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON:  Ckay.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: | think where it is an
issue -- and the reason lra is up there -- is that |
think we will find later, as we get into the di scussion

of the document, nobst of the problens, npst of the
pl aces where we get criticism are where there is not
conpliance with what we put into place.

And, | mean, the -- what's coning out of the
TRT and everything else in the dunes is, you know, we
need to better be able to ensure conpliance. And if we
can better ensure conpliance, then there will be a | ot
less -- there will be a |lot |ess problens.

| think that's where Ira is going with the | aw
enforcenent. W don't use our ability to enforce as a
reason or rationale for designation. But we do have --
we do need to ensure conpliance once we do designation

IRA LONG Let nme give you a little short
history of the California Departnent of Parks, State
Parks and O f - H ghway Vehicle Division Gant Program

the OHV grant program which BLM applies for grants on a
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yearly basis and receives a substantial amount inits
budget fromthis process.

There are five -- there are basically five
types of grants that BLM applies for, not only an annua
basi s, but on a sem annual basis.

The first grant which we apply for on a yearly
basis is the operati on and nmi ntenance. And operation
and nmai ntenance basically provides funding for ongoing
annual and recurring work directed towards facilities,
natural resources, and visitor services.

There is acquisition, acquiring | ands and
acreage, to ensure adequate OHV recreati on access and
opportunities. And there is devel opnment. Devel opnent
costs should be one-tine only costs as well as the
return for recreation benefits.

An exanpl e of that would be the restroons down
in Imperial Sand Dunes, the station -- the Jawbone
Station | think you guys saw on your field trip

And then there is planning. The BLMreceived
one grant in this area, and that was to study the
California Discovery Trail

And resource nanagenent grants, which are --
basically involve one-time calls for restoration for
nat ural resources.

AUDIENCE: | don't know if he is not speaking
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clearly into the m crophone or if he is speaking too
fast. But even the stenographer is having trouble
keepi ng up. Can we slow down or speak clearly into the
nm crophone? | am having trouble follow ng nmyself.

| RA LONG  Okay.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Just a point of order.
I would hope if the stenographer is having a problem
she will stop whoever is speaking and ask themto
clarify.

| RA LONG About two years ago, California
State Parks O f-H ghway Vehicle Division was sued for
operating under -- sued for operating under illega
regul ations. Qut of the suit canme new grant
requi renents, as 4970. 13.

And basically it states that all grants -- al
grants for planning, acquisition, or devel opment and
agreenents for resource managenent and O & M shal
include a wildlife protection program It further goes
on to define the things that need to be included in each
grant, including a map identifying trails, roads,
corridors, a baseline survey of soils, a census of
wildlife and wildlife habitat found in the areas that
are open for OHV

A rmonitoring programthat is able to detect

changes in soil erosion and wildlife habitat in the
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areas that is open for use for OHVs.

It further states that a resource protection
program shoul d include but is not linted to | aw
enforcenent, public education, signing, and barriers.

I am showi ng you -- here is our current budget
status. This is our 2000 funding. That is all the
funds we have received to date. It's not including
2001.

OHV grant funds were 2.7 mllion. Recreation
is 2.2 mllion. And wilderness is 2.1. OHV grant funds
were 38 percent of our current budget |ast year.
Recreation was 31 percent, and wi | derness was 30
percent.

VWhat | am showi ng you is our reliance on the
Green Sticker funds. This is our grant reliance from
'98, '99, and 2000. 2.1 was for recreation. |It's the
first line. 2 mllionin the red line is wlderness.
And the yellowis -- it's OHV. It's 6.7. Included in
the 6.7 is 2.5 mllion for El Mrage for acquisition,
500, 000 for the Decko Road repair in El Centro.

In '99, the funds seemto level off. Again,
recreation is 2.1; wlderness, 2.1; and Green Sticker
is --

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Can you speak a little

closer to the mc, please?
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| RA LONG Yes. Again, in 2000 the funds |eve
of f again. Recreation was 2.1, wilderness was 2.1, and
Green Sticker was 2. 4.

Total grant allocation from 1979 until the year
2000 states that after reviewing all the current data --
the blue pie chart shows 38.7 percent. That's the
amount of noney we received in operation and
mai ntenance. That's 20 million for the last 20 years.

The yellowis 42.1 percent. That's 22 million

That is acquisition. The acquisition noney we

receive -- applies for it, and it goes for all wlling
sellers in open areas who are willing to sell the
property. It also acquires easenents fromwlling

sellers who do not want to sell property, but are
willing to sell easenents.

The blue is devel opnent. And the devel opnent
basically is 1.3 million for the Graceful Bridge in E
Centro, tollage in El Centro, tollage at Dunont Dunes,
and al so gradi ng of roads.

The .9 percent is planning -- that's 465, 000.
And the .8 percent is resource -- it's resource
managenent. That's for the past 20 years. That's what
we received. That's where we are as today.

VWhat | was showing you is basically just our

total grant -- our total reliance on the Geen Sticker
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funds. And | just want to give you an exanple of our
current budget status and how it fits into the program
and how heavily we rely on the program

That's it.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Thank you. Are there
guestions fromthe council ?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER. On the grants, the OHV
grants and the Green Sticker noney and even the fee
denonstration project, are some of those projects that
have been funded that may inpact the further studies on
T & E species, are they going to be held up until such
time that those studies are conclusive that the
i nprovenents that those nonies are going to fund are not
going to do any dammge?

GREG THOWPSON: | guess | don't understand --
is your question that -- | would say no.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER:  What | was thinking
was, on sonme of the G ams projects that we are using
the fee denonstration noney or some of the grants, that
they were going to inpact sone of the areas or Peirson
mlk vetch -- are those projects going to be held up
until a resolution has been brought about on T & E
species? O are those projects going to be carried on
out ?

GREG THOWSON: It's actually a little bit of
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both. W need to continue managi ng the dunes; but somne
projects, such as a proposed dune canpi ng pad, have been
hel d up pending consultation with Fish and Wldlife
Servi ce.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER W | that noney be set
aside so that it will be available if it shows through
the studies that that canping pad can be built without
i mpacting the mlk vetch; or will the noney be | ost or
re-appropriated as sonething el se?

GREG THOWPSON: W have had several discussions
with the technical reviewteamon that. And | believe
the feeling within the TRT and BLMis that there are a
nunber of opportunities to, you know, that -- and needs
for the funding, and that we are sort of keeping things
like that in the back of our mnd, that they may be
conmi ng down the road; so we are not forgetting them but

we are not just setting aside noney and letting it sit

t here.

But we feel that, you know, if that's where we
are going to go in the future, that we will be able to
fund it.

Is that accurate from your perspective?
COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | think that's true.
It doesn't nmake sense, if we have got a |lot of projects

in mnd that are inportant, to |let noney sit in the
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bucket .

But we do have an action itemlist. And we
never cross anything off the action itemlist until we
switch priorities. Wen we get cleared to be able to
build the pad -- you know, everybody knows that project
is there.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | had a question in
regards to Green Sticker.

Did | understand earlier today that the Geen
Sticker noney that cones into the agency don't
necessarily get spent within the district where that
of f-road vehicle was being used? They just go into a
general fund?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: The nmmnner in which the
Green Sticker fund or the of f-highway vehicle fund is
funded and how the state allocates the noney is conplex,
you know. But there is a big pot of nobney. And we
apply for it. And the State, through the State
O f-H ghway Vehicl e Conmm ssion, makes determ nations on
how t hat nmoney shoul d be al |l ocat ed.

But to the best of my know edge, they don't --
there isn't consideration given for the nunber of
regi stered vehicles in a certain county, that that
county -- as it relates to federal grants, anyway.

Because there are other grants that go through state and
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| ocal agencies, as well. And | don't know -- | am
just -- does that answer the question?

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | can add to that, Ron.
The answer to your question is no, that the noney does
not go back directly in proportion to where the Green
Sticker vehicles are registered, necessarily. And there
is a good reason for that.

Because the people don't ride them-- ride
these vehicles in the areas where the vehicles are
housed. They usually carry themto another area. And
that's where the nobney is needed. Like if we counted
t he nunber of Green Sticker vehicles in Inperial County,
we probably couldn't support the Inperial Sand Dunes
Project. But people cone fromall over L.A., Orange
County, and that.

But relative to the question of: Does this go
into the general fund, the answer to that is no. The
OHW Division in Sacranmento naintains a fund separate
fromthe general fund. |In fact, the governor recently
tried to steal sone noney fromour G een Sticker fund

And after our legislator up there rem nded him
of what happened the last tine he tried to do that, that
proj ect has gone away. So the noney does go back to the
OHV comunity, okay, but not specifically where the

popul ation is.
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COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Actual |y, maybe |
nm sspoke my question, or you heard sonething different.
What | nmeant was: Do the nonies go back in proportion
to where that vehicle is being used?

In other words, if there is nmoney com ng back
fromthe BLM district where that vehicle is being used,
obvi ously, they have sone tools to hel p manage that
vehi cl e use

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: That used to be the
case. W -- there are seven state vehicle recreation
areas in the state of California. It used to be that
t he noney would go to devel opment and nai ntenance and
expansi on of those areas.

But we haven't gotten a new SVRA in ten years.
And right now, nost of the noney in Green Sticker funds
is going to fight [awsuits.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Did the off-road
conmunity like it better when it was going to
i mprovenment s?

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  No. We actually like
the lawsuits better.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Can | make -- | have a
guestion just having to do with that presentation
which -- | have to say | know sonethi ng about the

fundi ng, but not too nmuch. But | found it very
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conf usi ng.

And | did notice there were a couple of charts
there that seened to conpare funds for w | derness and
funds for recreation and funds for off-road vehicles.
And | was wondering if | could get an explanation of
what grants there are for recreation and w | derness? |
do know there is a |large anmount of grants for off-road
vehi cl es.

IRA LONG The information |I showed you was
just -- was appropriated funds. It was only
appropriated funds.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: So, in other words, you
were showi ng the general BLM budget that your agency
all ocates a certain anount for recreation, a certain
amount for w | derness, a certain amunt for off-road
vehicle? And then the off-road vehicle is then
suppl enented by these state funds? |s that what you
were trying to represent?

| RA LONG  Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: | see.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: No. Wsat the chart
represents -- and, by the way, all those charts are in
t he package that was distributed at the |ast counci
nmeeting. So you all have those, so you can review them

in nmore detail |ater.
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The three bars that are -- the recreation bar
is appropriated funds. The wilderness bar is
appropriated funds. And the OHV bar is grant noney.

VWhat he was trying to denpnstrate was that we
manage the recreation program which includes the
wi | derness aspect of it as well as the notorized aspect
of it, out of this large pot of nmoney. And about one-
third of that pot of nmoney cones through the grant
pr ogr am

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | have a question for
you.

So how does all that noney nmeet your needs for
what needs to be done in the recreation area? |s that

enough? |Is it adequate? How do you --

IRA LONG Well, | think you can al ways use
nore. | think one of the things we are going to have to
do is tie the noney to project specific -- tie back the

proj ects.

One of our problens nowis that the majority,
probably about -- probably a mllion dollars of that
nmoney is for labor. And we would Iike to sonehow wean
staff off of the Green Sticker programfor |abor and
direct it nore towards specific projects.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  What's the | abor

currently for?
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| RA LONG The | abor pays for our outdoor
recreation planners, it pays for park rangers, and an
enornous portion of |aw enforcenent.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Tim we may be being
redundant. But | think's so inmportant, if you would
once again take a minute. | know we did it yesterday
when we were out on the tour.

It was a big eye opener for nme when | found out
what the budget was when the plan was established in
1980, and the schedule for the budget, and what in
reality we have. Because | know that everybody gets
really tired of hearing, "W just don't have the noney."
And | think it's inportant that they understand that the
plan is far nmore reaching than today's budget.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Did you bring the chart
with you that | gave you?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  You know, | didn't.
I"msorry. |It's probably out in the pick-up

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Well, after our neeting
in -- on June 1st relative to the NECO plan, Ron and
had a di scussion about what it was going to cost to
i npl enent that plan. And that noved to a di scussion of
i npl enentation of the California Desert Plan

The last chapter in the California Desert Plan

is about inplenmentation. And it projects a budget
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needed to inmplenent the California Desert Plan as it's
laid out. That budget is projected from 1980 to 1990.
And in 1990 it shows a budget of sonething over a
hundred million dollars.

Qur current budget is, depending on which
things -- you know, if you include fire and those kind
of things in the budget. But our current budget is |ess
than a quarter of that.

And, certainly, you know, as a manager, we
al ways are reluctant to say, if we only had nore noney
and nore people. Because we know that's not going to
happen. But, you know, the reality is, we can't produce
the things we comritted to in the California Desert Plan
if those things aren't funded.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: | know that we were --
we got a tour yesterday of different off-road vehicle
areas -- or one of them | guess, is not an off-road
vehicl e area, per se, but this Rand Muntai n Managenent
Ar ea.

And | know a | ot of volunteer energy and
departmental energy has been spent, or noney has been
spent, on that area over a nunber of years. And we saw
a lot of quite successful rehabilitation

And now we are enbarked on a series of desert

pl an anmendnents which are going to require a |lot nore
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| aw enforcement, a | ot nore noney for route
rehabilitation, and obviously a | ot nore noney for
noni toring of one type or another.

And it seems to ne nowis not the time to keep
saying, well, we know we are not going to get nore
peopl e, or we know we are not going to get nore noney.
Now is the tine to say: How nmuch? You know, when we
are doing these planning efforts, it's also the time to
say: How much?

So if we say, well, | think for the good of the
tortoise or for the good of the natural resources or for
t he good of just whatever we are doing -- we say we need
to close 60 percent of the routes. And we need to say,
wel |, a conparable area over the last ten years, when we
have fairly successfully managed the project, sonething
like that, it cost us 3 million

I don't know what it cost. But let's say what
it did. And let's be able to add it up. And let's go
forward with our eyes open. Because we want a rea
plan, not a plan which is sort of a pie-in-the-sky plan

If we, as a council, need to get behind the BLM
on a real plan and the cost for the real plan -- and
that mght not include all federal nobney. Yesterday, we
saw t he county cone in with sone | aw enforcenent

contributions on sonme of these things.
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Let's put it on all the table, and let's get
behi nd somet hi ng we can support.

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBI ER:  Tim when the
California Desert Plan was devel oped, it incorporated
just that, as | renenber it. It had the cost.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: Yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBIER: And it had a very
aggressi ve counci |

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: Advi sory counci |

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBI ER:  Advi sory counci
behind it, just like you suggest. And | don't think
there was ever a tine when BLM received the funds that
they said they needed to inplenent the plan that the
council agreed they had to have, is that correct?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: That's correct.

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBIER:  So they did all that;
and it cane for naught.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Try and try again

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Actually, | probably
shoul dn't speak for Bob. But | think what he was saying
is, there is not a cost analysis for the amendnents.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: There is not a what?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Cost anal ysis for the
amendnments. We don't know what they are going to cost.

In other words, they are hard to budget if you don't
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have an understandi ng of what the projected
i npl enentati on costs are.

But | guess you guys have gotten to the point

or as -- we can't ever -- we are never, ever going to
get enough budgeted, so let's not worry about -- | don't
know.

You know, as a nmmnager of businesses, this
whol e process seens conpletely backwards to nme. It
woul d seemto nme that we woul d have a budget, and we
woul d build a plan that would fit within the budget.

And that way, we wouldn't be defending ourselves to the
public or defending ourselves on | awsuits because we
haven't inpl enented portions of the plan which we don't
have the noney to inplenent.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Do we have any public
conment on this presentation? | would like to take that
now, if you are so inclined.

Pl ease, when you cone up to speak, | would like
tolimt it -- really, | would like to limt it to three

mnutes. And if you can state your name for the record,

pl ease.
PUBLI C COVIVENT
JERI FERGUSON: Jeri Ferguson, California
Associ ati on of Four Weel Drive Clubs. | would like to
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make a clarification on the OHV funds and t he open
ar eas.

First off, there are nore uses in the open
areas just besides off-road use. El Mrage supports the
racing that they do out there. There is hang gliding,
gyrocoptering. Everybody benefits fromthe OHV funds.

The second thing is, this past year, there has
been nunerous funds to protect archaeol ogical sites,
petrogl yphs, to rehab w | derness roads going into
wi | derness. There is a najor portion of noney being
spent there, too, out of the OHV funds. The noney is
not just going for acquisition or for O& M Thank you

RON SCHI LLER: Ron Schiller, H gh Desert
Multiple Use Coalition. | would just like to point out
with the | ast presentation, that it overl ooks nmany ot her
aspects of OHV recreation

For exanple, | am an equestrian user. And
equestrian users require vehicul ar support for access
for our trailers to get to points to unload and ri de.
Many of the groups have Poker Rides, which are little
fund rai sers around. You have to have vehicul ar access
for the support vehicles, for soft drinks, to distribute
the carts for the riders and the participants.

Athird itemis endurance rides. You have to

have vet checks for the safety of the horses. You can't
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have those vet checks wi thout vehicul ar support.
Endurance riding now is banned from-- even though it's
equestrian based, it's banned from wi | derness areas
because it's a conpetitive event. So our access to
these other areas are extrenely inportant.

Additionally, |ong distance events require
vehi cul ar support. Every year, we have the -- a long
di stance ride to Death Valley during the Death Valley
Encamprment. They | eave fromhere in Ri dgecrest, and
they end up in Furnace Creek. Along the way, you have
to have feed, you have to have water, you have to have
ot her support vehicles. Those all fall under the new
OHV strategy as OHV activities.

We have gem and nmineral collectors. Rocks are
heavy. | don't need to say any nore.

Sportsmen, we have guzzlers out there that we
mai ntain. You have to have vehicul ar access. Water is
heavy.

In addition, Ridgecrest is very dependent upon
tourism W have a very linited econony base here. One
is, every spring, we have wild flower people coning out
to see the wild flowers.

If you go out off the pavenent to see the wild
flowers, you are an OHV ent husi ast, by your own

definition under the new OHV strategy. | would like to
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poi nt that those things are very inportant, and that

t hose things need to be considered, in addition to the
folks with the notorcycles and the dune buggies. Thank
you.

STAN HAYE: | am Stan Haye. And | just had one
guestion: That graph showed apparently a breakdown of
income to the BLM for W/ derness and Recreation and OHV,
right, those three divisions?

And it seems to ne that a |lot of that noney for
recreation actually goes to OHV. For instance, |aw
enforcenent, a lot of that is due to OHV activity, so on
and so forth. Could | have a breakdown of how nuch of
the recreation goes to non-notorized recreation?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | think that was sort of
a question. | don't know if we are able to answer that
at this point. But --

IRA LONG At the present time, | amnot, other
than what | showed with the w | derness budgets.

STAN HAYE: Doesn't sone of the recreation
noney go to notorized recreation?

| RA LONG Yes, it does.

STAN HAYE: What percentage goes to
non-notori zed recreation?

IRA LONG | don't know. | can't tell you that

ri ght now.
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LONELL LANDOWSKI: There was an earlier
guesti on about how we allocate funding for the Geen
Sticker for the off-highway vehicle grant program M
name i s Lowel|l Landowski, and -- the State of California
O f-H ghway Mdtor Vehicle Recreation Division. And | am
the grants admnistrator for the Southern California
Regi on.

And the answer is, we give as nuch nobney as we
can possibly afford to give. W have a set bl ock anpunt
of nmoney that the |egislature appropriates for grants.
And then we allocate it out. And basically we give as
much as we possibly can, based on the need and the
amount of use, the demands, the issues.

And on the tour yesterday, it was hard.

Because even though we give as nuch as we can, we just
can't give enough to nmeet the needs of BLMto properly
nmanage these areas. Even our better-nmanaged areas, |ike
the Rands, there were still problens that because of

i nadequat e staff or funding, whatever, we couldn't fully
addr ess.

So | kind of want to echo what M. Ellis said
that we really need -- everyone in the multiple use and
conservation, preservation community, needs to get
t oget her and | obby Congress, urge the legislature to

appropriate adequate funds to properly manage our public

209



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| ands.

Because the State does the best it can. But we
cannot do it alone. W need nore help fromthe federa
government to properly manage this precious natura
recreation and environmental |egacy that we all want to
preserve.

MARY ANN HENRY: | am Mary Ann Henry. And | am
fromthe Of-H ghway Vehicle Conm ssion.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Wbul d you speak into the
mc, please?

MARY ANN HENRY: Better?

| learned fromthe OHV Conmi ssion a few years
back that a large proportion of the noney in the OHV
fund comes from everybody who buys gas at the punp. And
| didn't hear you nention that source of funding from
peopl e who buy gas at the punp. |Is this no |onger true?

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: It never was true.

MARY ANN HENRY: The Commission told me it was.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER  There is a formula that
det erm nes how nuch gas is burned by off-road vehicles
who shoul d not have to pay road tax. So part of the gas
tax noney that is collected is apportioned to the G een
Sticker fund to represent that ampunt of fuel that is
burned off road and not on road.

MARY ANN HENRY: | can hel p determ ne..
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JEANNI E HAYE: | am Jeanni e Haye. Can you hear
me all right? Thank you.

As a menber of Friends of Jawbone and al so an
environnental activist, | want to second the very good
suggestion that we do all we can to get funding for BLM
so that they can obey the laws. They can't always do it
because of funding.

If we could get nore funding for them they can
obey the laws. W might not disagree as nuch as sone of
us do. And we could get on with other business.

It's hard for themto set priorities. It would
be very good if they didn't have to spend so nuch tine
setting priorities and could spend nore tine obeying the

[aw, which | think many want to. Thank you.

DOUG PARHAM  Doug Parham P-a-r-h-a-m | ama
and owner, and | -- in the desert. And | see a |lot of
of f- hi ghway vehicle -- | call it abuse, where the
hillsides are turned into hill clinbs. And | talked

with a | ot of people that want vehicle access to the
desert.

And, in fact, | amsitting on the Wst
Mojave -- | visit the West Mjave G oup. And we are
goi ng through the vehicle access designation now. And
after hearing the gentleman tal k about how horsenmen need

vehicl e access, in ny mnd, there seens there should be
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two types of vehicle access.

One, when you just need to get to the desert in
your car, and another one be called nmotor vehicle sports
access, where you really want to go in and race your
vehicle or have a challenging route. Because | think
the two terns and the two popul ati on bases -- user bases
have di stinct needs that could be net in two different
ways. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | want to just nake sure
that we are fram ng our coments now on M. Long's
report. So if you have specific comments on his report,
this is the appropriate tinme for those comments. W
will have plenty of time this afternoon for generalized
coments on these issues.

VI CKY WARREN: M ne are directed to that. | am
Vicky Warren with the American Sand Associ ation

My first question is, you said 42.1 percent of
the funds went to acquisitions. | would |Iike proof of
what acquisitions you are tal king about. | have never
seen any roads bought for our use. Are you saying that
this was for us?

| RA LONG  Yes.

VI CKY WARREN: Then you will have to show ne
that in witing, if that's possible?

| RA LONG W can put sonething together for
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you.

VI CKY WARREN. How soon?

| RA LONG That's a good questi on.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Is that information
avai |l able on a web site that you --

IRA LONG It's not really available. This has
been bought over the last twenty years throughout the
California desert. | amjust going to take sone tine --

VI CKY WARREN: The 42.1 percent covers the | ast
20 years, is what you are sayi ng?

| RA LONG  Yes.

VI CKY WARREN: Ckay. So how soon?

IRA LONG That's a good question. | am going
to have to --

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Why don't you two sort

t hat out?
VI CKY WARREN:  We will talk about that l|ater.
The Green Sticker funds only go to OHV use, or
is that -- does sone of the Geen Sticker funds -- | am

alittle foggy on sone of this. D d some of it goto
wi | derness and some of it go to recreation, or -- when |
pay nmy Green Sticker fees, is it all going for ny fund?
I RA LONG The funds received go for a nunber
of activities. The mpjority of funds that we receive go

for opportunity. And that opportunity can go for
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resource protection. | mean, it can go for devel oprment,
building a road. It can go for restoration or rehab
going into a wilderness area. It can go for T & E
species monitoring. It goes for a nunber of things.

VI CKY WARREN: Not necessarily OHV

IRA LONG It goes for OHV opportunity, also.
| mperial Sand Dunes --

VI CKY WARREN: That's not the sane.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Can you talk into the

mc, please?

VI CKY WARREN: | don't know. But | assune that

a lot of the other off-footpath users aren't buying
Green Sticker fees so they can walk in the wi | derness,
aml| right? | nean, | amjust confused. | just need
clarification.

IRA LONG Well, currently, there is not a
program set up that we can apply for like a G een
Sticker programfor that type of use.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: Can | try to answer
that? The state legislation that provides for the
of f - hi ghway vehicle grant fund has some very specific
criteria for which you can apply, and rest assured that
the high level of scrutiny the State and the State OHV
Conmi ssion puts on that all of our grants satisfy those

requirenents.
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Sone of that money is not spent directly in
of f-hi ghway vehicle areas. But it certainly satisfies
the requirenents that are laid out in the regul ations,
the State regul ati ons adm nistering the grant prograns.

VI CKY WARREN:  What regul ati on nunber is that
that sets those out?

IRALONG | amnot --

AUDIENCE: | will give you ny card, and maybe |

can hel p answer the question.

VI CKY WARREN: Ckay. Gkay. | only have one
other -- | just want to clarify again -- | know this
poi nt was al ready gone over -- but just confirmthat |aw

enforcenent has nothing to do with route designation

| don't want to see these things changed
because the BLM doesn't have the nanagenent power to
manage the | ands or use their |aw enforcenment officers
out there. | don't want to see any roads change,
guess, just because you can't be there.

| amjust confirmng that that's -- | don't
know why. But it was on your chart. And it concerns ne
that it was even on your chart, when that's not what we
are tal king about. W are talking about route
desi gnation, not |aw enforcenment issues.

| RA LONG  Ckay.

MARTY KOPPEL: Marty Koppel. And I am from
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California City. | ama |land owner there, and al so
have been trying to pronote California City to work a
little closer with the off-road people, so we can get
sone nutual benefit.

And what | have noticed is that there are areas
in California City that -- | call them play ground, play
areas, whatever -- that are kind of favored areas for
the of f roaders.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Koppel, this coment
period is specifically --

MARTY KOPPEL: | amgetting to it.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay.

MARTY KOPPEL: But there are certain areas that
are favorites for the off-roaders. And | would think
that sonme of that Green Sticker noney or sone kind of
noney woul d be spent on taking those areas where -- that
are nmost beneficial for the off-roaders to have fun on
and purchase those areas.

I wonder if you work together with the off-road
conmunity to identify and purchase those areas with the
Green Sticker noney, which I think would be an
appropriate use?

IRA LONG Yes, we do, sir. | would say if you
have a concern, | would say work with your |oca

Ri dgecrest office through M. Hector Villal obos, the
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field manager, and take a |l ook at that area and see if
we want to put a grant to acquire that property.

JULIE ALLEN. My nane is Julie Allen. | am
fromSan Diego. And | amthe vice chair of the San
Diego O f-Road Coalition.

| just have one question for you. And I
apologize if | didn't catch it. Wat part of your
graphs and what part of your incone was attributable to
user fees? Was it indicated there?

| RA LONG The recreation fees? | nean -- |
guess | don't understand your question. You said user
fees?

JULIE ALLEN. User fees. So that's what you
meant by "Recreation," the "Recreation" colum. That's
everything you collected down at danis and --

IRA LONG No, that's not included at all

JULIE ALLEN:  You didn't include the user fees
anywhere in those graphs?

| RA LONG  No.

JULI E ALLEN:  Thank you.

JIMDODSON: | am Jim Dodson. | ama director
of the California Desert Protection League.

| have a different perspective on what | heard
in the back roomearlier, which was just mentioned

again, the fact that |law enforcenent is not directly
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rel evant to route designation.

I"'msorry. That conpletely just |eaves ne
puzzl ed. Route designation is a discretionary act. It
seens to ne that the practicality of the routes -- that
includes the ability of the agency to manage them --
shoul d be a direct consideration in any designation of
routes.

And the fact that it doesn't is just creating
anot her opportunity for failure. There was a great dea
of appl ause here a few nm nutes ago when sonebody nade
the point that we should have a budget and then devel op
plans for it. It seens to ne the sane thing includes
route designation. |If you don't have the resources,
don't create the problem Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. Any other public
conment before we nmove on to the next agenda itenf

Great. W are now going to have a report on
the "OFf Road to Ruin" docunent. And we are going to
have a dual presentation. |It's going to take a second;
because we need to nove the podium back up to the front
of the room

At this time, | would Iike to also take the
opportunity to remind all of us here in this roomthat
we are here for problem solving. And even though | know

that this is a contentious issue and involves a | ot of
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enotion, what | hope to see here today is constructive
comrents on these issues.

And | certainly won't stand for any persona
attacks, something |like what we heard this norning. |
just don't think it's any solution-oriented comments.
And | would certainly appreciate it if you keep your
conments to the issue and not to different people's
worl d view.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Let nme try to set the
stage for this discussion. At the last council neeting,
Roy brought up the issue of the "OFf Road to Ruin"
report and asked council if they would Iike to take the
action as a council in response to that report?

The di scussion that we have had since [unch has
been to kind of set the stage for the manner in which we
manage of f-hi ghway vehicles in the California desert.

When this report was published, certainly BLM
had some concerns with the issues in there as well and
sone of the references. But | think that what we want
to do today is hear fromthe authors of the report, and
then hear fromthe off-highway vehicle comunity about
the report, to get kind of a balanced perspective on
what's in the docunent and how that relates to what is
on the ground.

The purpose of yesterday's field trip was to
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| ook at two areas that are cited in that report: The
Jawbone- Dove Area, which is cited as an area where we
continue to have problens, and the Rand Mountains, which
is cited as an area where we have had sone successes.

Wanted to make sure that you all had an
opportunity to see both of those, which is why we had
the neeting in the northern part of the desert. There
is no other place in the desert where we could have the
opportunity to see exanples of both sides of the
argunent, you know, in close |location to one anot her

Wth that, this is another one of those issues
that -- where BLMwon't be naking the presentation. To
start off will be Paul Spitler, who is the executive
director of the California WIderness Coalition, who
publ i shed the docunent. He is also a conm ssioner on
the State O f-H ghway Vehicle Conm ssion. And so he has
ki nd of a uni que perspective.

And following his presentation will be Jim
Bramham who is the past president of the California
Associ ati on of Four Wheel Drive Clubs and a past
Conmi ssioner on the State OHV Conmi ssion

And he is a current nenber of the Inperial Sand
Dunes TRT. So, again, | think Jimbrings a good
perspective to this, as well. So with that, I will turn

it over to Paul, who handl es the case for the W/I der ness
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Coal i ti

vell, |

of all,

on.

"OFF ROAD TO RUI N' REPORT
PAUL SPI TLER: Can you all hear nme all r
-- my nane is Paul Spitler. As Timsaid,

I would just like to start by thanking Mad

Chair and the nmenbers of the comm ssion for not on

havi ng

me here today, but also for the outstanding

that we did yesterday.

| thought it was very educational and

informative. And before | give my presentation on

report,

I would like to -- | would like to make a

confessions. Wien we started this tour yesterday,

ght ?
first
am
ly

t our

our

f ew

my

good friend Ed Wal dheim who you know is the president

to get

cliff.

of CORVA, the off-road vehicle association, asked me if
I would like to go and ride in his dune buggy?
My first thought was, well, sure. | am going
in that thing. You are going to go driving off a
So he said, no, you are driving.
So | said, okay. M first confession is,
have never actually driven a dune buggy before. So we

were puttering along in the desert on the trails and so

on.

And Ed said, you know, you can speed up a
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little bit. So we opened it up a bit, and we had sone
fun. O course, those of you who know Ed know that he
was chattering the entire way. O course, any tinme |
opened ny mouth to speak, | was bouncing so hard,
couldn't get a word out.

But the second confession | have to make is
that it was kind of fun, actually, kind of had a good
time out there.

And the final confession is that, you know, Ed
was chattering on the whole tinme. And | was trying ny
best to listen without steering off the road and killing
us both. But | found that, as | often do traveling with
Ed, | had a lot of -- | agreed with a lot of things that
he was sayi ng.

You know, despite how polarized this issue is
and has and will be, there is a |lot of areas of
agreenment between the off-road enthusiast community and
t he environnental organizations. And | am hoping that
we can spend some of our time tal king about some of
t hose areas today.

The California WIderness Coalition, for those
of you who don't know, is a non-profit organization
located in Davis, California. W just celebrated our 25
year anniversary. W have been around for the past 25

years advocating for additional wlderness in
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California.

W have been involved with a number of
state-wi de regional canpaigns in the last 25 years in
order to inprove environmental stewardship of public
| ands t hroughout the state.

My personal background is, | have been
executive director of the coalition for going on four
years now. Prior to that, | worked for a variety of
envi ronnent al organi zati ons and got a degree in geol ogy
at University of California at Davis.

O course, getting a degree in geol ogy does
give you a different perspective on tine, and you do
develop a long-termview of Iand and | and use and
i mpacts, what those inpacts nean.

| also serve on the O f-road Vehicle Comm ssion
and -- the State of California Of-H ghway Mtor Vehicle
Recreation Commission is the actual title. The
conmi ssion is responsible for overseeing grant prograns
to the federal agencies that manage public | and use, the
Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Managenent.

Since | have been on the conmm ssion in January
of 2000, | have, along with ny other conm ssioners, have
voted to appropriate $17 mllion to off-road vehicle
management of public lands for everything fromroutine

trail maintenance to toilets, parking lots, paving
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parking | ots, conservation, nonitoring, |aw enforcement.
You nane it, we have supported it.

And the commission has a |long history of
working with the BLM and Forest Service on funding their
prograns. |It's a productive partnership that has been
around for a long tine. And we hope it will continue to
be so in the future

The report that we produced, "Of Road to

Rui n," which was produced in March of this year, was --
the original concept for the report dates back over a
year. And we had been getting increasing concerns and
conplaints fromour nenbers about the inpact of off-road
vehicles on public lands in California, both inpacts in
terms of inpacts to outdoor recreationists, hikers, and
cross country skiers, and equestrians and peopl e who use
the trails, and concerns from others who saw soi
erosion and trespass in the w | derness.

And these concerns kept coming into our office.
And we decided about a little over a year and a half ago
that it was tine for us to take sonme action and try to
see how serious sonme of these problens were.

So we submitted Freedom of |Information Act
requests to each Forest Service and BLM of fice

t hroughout the state, and received back in response

about 15 boxes of material regarding every aspect of
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of f-road vehicl e nanagenent in California.

We asked very specific questions. Wat are
your | aw enforcenent problens? How many citations have
you been issuing? Do you have trespass issues? Do you
have documented soil danage? Do you do nonitoring of
of f-road vehicle inmpacts? You know, what's being done
to address those problens? Do you have user conflicts,
et cetera.

And we actually had to hire a researcher to
wade through all these docunments. W got so much
i nformation back, we couldn't -- didn't know what to do
with it all. So we hired a researcher to pour through
literally thousands and thousands of pages of docunments,
and asked themto conpile sone findings for us.

And the findings that were conpiled actually
served as the basis for the report. Really what we
found through pouring through all of these documents was
that the problens associated with off-road vehicle use
in California and on California's public |ands were
wi despread and severe, occurred just about everyplace an
of f-road vehicle use took place and, really, were not
bei ng properly addressed by the federal |and managenent
agenci es.

So based on those findings, we thought the best

way to bring those issues to |ight and ensure that
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of f-road vehicl e managenent in California received
proper attention, we decided to put those findings out
in our report, which we actually titled, "Of Road to
Rui n. "

The report is, as | nentioned, exhaustively
researched and well documented. We cited over 239
references in the report's bibliography, nunerous
scientific studies, conversations w th individua
experts, BLM and Forest Service docunents, and sinilar
type findings.

The major issues that we identified in the
report -- in the report, we -- the quick overview, we
identified 15 problem areas across the state. These
were areas where the problens associated with of f-road
vehicle use are well docunented, well researched, and
have existed for quite some time, and unaddressed, in
our opi nion.

The major problens that we identified in the
report was, four major problenms seemed to cone up tine
and time again, regardl ess of the place that we | ooked.

W derness encl osed area trespass was a mgj or
problem 46 wil derness encl osed areas across the state
we docurent ed have evidence of trespass within the past
year by notorized vehicles, including 31 down here in

the California desert.
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Despite that, according to the informtion
provided to us by BLM in 1999, the BLMissued only ten
citations for closed area violations for the entire
year. So whether you are tal king about snowrpbiles in
John Miuir W/ derness or jeeps in the Golden Valley
W derness, the issues with w | derness encl osed area
trespass were what we woul d categorize as wi despread.

Anot her nmj or problemwas route proliferation.
Many of us -- those of you who were on the field trip
yesterday saw first hand the problens with keeping dirt
bi kes and other off-road vehicles on a designated route
system

In the Rand Mountains, of course, we saw
nunmer ous routes criss-crossing throughout the desert.
Sane with the Jawbone Butterbredt AC EC and ot her areas.
And the problems with route proliferation, of course,
many tines stemfroma |ack of |aw enforcenent.

That was another major finding that we
determ ned was that the | aw enforcenent issues rel ated
to off-road vehicles are quite severe; yet the funding
for I aw enforcement and the managenment capabilities of
t he agencies and the counties to adequately enforce
of f-road vehicle |aws were quite | acking.

As an exanple, in the northeast corner of the

state, Eagle Lake Field Ofice of BLM we recently
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| earned that a single ranger has the responsibility for
overseeing 1 mllion acres of public land. And we
wonder why there is so many problens wth vehicles
traveling of f designated routes up there.

There was al so a nunber of areas where user
conflicts were quite severe. There was, you know,
untold stories of cross-country skiers com ng across
snownobil es in areas where they didn't bel ong,
not orcycles on hiking trails.

The Pacific Crest Trail down here in the
California desert is a great exanmple where dirt bikes
continue to use a portion of the trail that's closed to
them causing inpacts to hikers. W had, you know, a
nunber of stories from hikers and equestrians being run
off the trail, being scared off the trail, having their
i mpact -- having their outdoor recreation experience
negatively inpacted by notorized vehicles.

And the final problemwe identified was danage
to soils and vegetation and wildlife habitat. The soi
danmage in many areas is irreversible. Jawbone happens
to be one of those areas, and Dove Springs vegetation
tranpling.

W -- in the report, we pointed out five
species of wildlife and plants and did case studies of

t hose speci es where those species are headi ng towards
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extinction. The desert tortoise is one of them the
flat tail horn lizard, San Benito evening prinrose are
ot hers.

Those speci es are headi ng towards extinction.
And one of the causes, if not the |eading cause, of
those extinctions is the use of notorized vehicles.

In the California desert, we focused on five
areas down here. And | amnot going to say too nuch
about themin detail. W actually saw two of the areas
yest erday, Jawbone and Dove Springs, while we were on
the tour. And there was three others that were
nmentioned. | won't say nuch about them |If you want,
am happy to answer questions about those areas.

But the five areas that we focused on down here
in the California desert was the Al godones Dunes -- |
t hi nk many of you have worked on of f-road vehicle
i ssues, are quite famliar with the dunes and the
probl ens associated there. Despite the recent changes
i n managerment of the dunes, we still have concerns over
how t he areas were nmanaged, and a nunber of others do,
as wel | .

The Ord Mountains was anot her area where we
cited problens, the route proliferation being the major
problemin the Ord Muntains. The BLM has docunented a

28 percent increase in mleage of unauthorized routes
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fromthe years 1977 to 1989. A lot of that, that

i ncreased m | eage,

occurs in desert tortoise habitat and

ot her sensitive areas.

Jawbone and Dove Springs was another area that

we cited as problematic. And the reports on the

scientific evidence on the damage at Jawbone is

| ongst andi ng. Dr.

Howard Wl shire is here with us

today, and has cited studies as far back as the late

'70s and early '80s docunenting the extrene soil erosion

problens in these areas, the irreversible damage to

soils, and the fragile habitat of Jawbone and Dove

Springs.

And the final problemwe identified in the

California desert was the continued degradati on of

archaeol ogical sites. BLMreports still identify

nunerous sites that continue to be degraded by off-road

vehi cl es throughout the California desert. | won't go

into those sites here.

But the problemis still categorized as

wi despread and severe in many areas. Conprehensive

i nventories have still not been conpl eted of

archaeol ogi cal resources. And geogl yphs and petrogl yphs

in the California desert continue to be | ost by off-road

vehicles riding on those routes.

The fina

area we nentioned in the California
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desert was the Rand Muntai ns, which we did visit
yesterday. It cited this as a positive exanple area
where we conmended the BLM for doing a good job to
address conflicts with our -- excuse me -- problens
associ ated with off-road vehicl es.

There are attenpts to designate a route system
to maintain riding on those designated routes. To
enforce that system we thought it was a very positive
exanple. Certainly, we still have concerns over how the
Rands are nanaged and how well the route systemis being
conplied with.

But we think it's a good exanple of how
of f-road vehicl es shoul d be nanaged and sonet hi ng t hat
we can | ook at as, you know, an opportunity for the BLM
to repeat the sane type of nanagenent throughout the
rest of the California desert.

I would like to just focus the rest of ny
coments here on the recomendati ons that we made in the
report. One of the, you know, criticisns -- and | think
it's a fair one often made of environnmenta
organi zations -- is that we are always agai nst things.

We always say "no" to this and that, and we never say
what we are for.
So we didn't fall into that trap in this report

and say that off-road vehicles are bad and, you know,

231



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

not come up with some positive alternatives to manage
of f-road vehicles and to address the probl ens associ at ed
with off-road vehicles.

| guess | should start this description of our
recomendati ons by saying that despite what you mi ght
have heard, that nowhere in the report do we call on a
ban on off-road vehicles on public lands. Nowhere do we
say they should be banned, in particular, in any ngjor
conponent of public lands in California.

You know, of course talking to the press when
this report cane out, the press always want to cut right
to the chase and say, all right, so, what's the bottom
line here? Do you just want to ban all off-road
vehi cl es?

And they want to pigeon hole you in that corner
as quickly as possible. And | was forced to respond to
that question nunerous tinmes. M response was al ways
the sane: California is a big state. W have over a
hundred nmillion acres of land in California.

There is plenty of roomfor everyone to
recreate here. There is plenty of roomfor people to
enj oy the peace and qui et of the great outdoors, and for
people to enjoy the outdoors on their dirt bikes and
jeeps and other -- dune buggies, like |I enjoyed

yest erday, and ot her off-road vehicl es.
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Nowhere do we call for a ban of off-road
vehicle use. W nmde actually very specific
recomendati ons, which I will walk through here quickly,
that we think will address the inpacts associated with
of f-road vehicle use

| should al so note before | go too far into
this, that | think a ot of these recommendations are --
I think there is a ot of agreement on a nunber of these
recomendati ons. The BLMin their response to our
report said as nmuch. They said we agree with a nunber
of the reconmendati ons.

Ed Wal dhei m has told nme as much, that we do
have a | ot of areas of agreenent in terns of how
of f-road vehicl es shoul d be nanaged and the reforns that
we should be naking in off-road vehicle managenent
t hr oughout Cal i f orni a.

So the -- we recomended 15 points of reform
Five applied to the federal |ands, five applied to the
state legislature, and five applied to the state
adm ni strative agencies, particularly the off-road
vehi cl e divi sion.

On the federal side, our primary
recomendati on, one that always tops ny list, is to
designate a nmap of legal riding routes. This is what

the BLMis attenpting to do throughout the California
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desert. CQur reconmendation to that is determ ne where
use is appropriate, and nake those determ nations
t hr ough environnental analysis.

Too many tines throughout California, what we
have seen is riding allowed either openly or
indiscrimnately, or riding limted to routes without
any environmental analysis to determ ne whether or not
those routes are appropriate for off-road recreation

And we think the type of approach that the BLM
is taking down here in the California desert, when you
do an environmental analysis, it includes not only the
need to recreationists but the inpacts to wildlife,
squirrels, vegetation, sensitive species, et cetera,
user conflicts, private |land trespass. Addressing those
types of issues through analysis is the way to go.

W al so recommended ext ensive nonitoring,
noni toring the damage associated with off-road vehicle
use, and anendi ng nanagenent pending the result of that
monitoring. This is an area where | amactually excited
to say we have nade a |ot of headway in the last two
years.

Since | joined the State O f-Road Vehicle
Conmi ssion a year ago, we started requiring nonitoring
pl ans be included in every grant we gave out. And the

federal agencies, somewhat begrudgi ngly, have now

234



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

accepted that they need to do nonitoring in order to
continue receiving state funding.

And now each federal agency and field office
has a monitoring plan for off-road vehicles. Those
plans are still being anended and nodified. W are
still learning howto do this, since no one has ever
done it quite on this scale before. But | amreally
excited to say that that nonitoring is starting to take
pl ace.

We al so recommend elimnating off-road vehicle
use in undesignated wilderness areas. The California
W derness Coalition, as | nmentioned, is an organi zation
t hat has advocated wi | derness protection for those,
limted to California lands, that qualify for WIderness
desi gnati on.

The state still contains a nunber of those
areas. And we think that those areas are appropriate
for non-notorized recreationists, such as cross country
skiing, equestrian use, et cetera. And we don't think
those areas are appropriate for notorized vehicles.

The final reconmendation | think is sonething
we can all agree on, is enforce the law. And no matter
where you go and what issue you are trying to deal wth
interms of notorized vehicles, one issue cones back

continually, and that's |aw enforcenent.
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And it's very hard to make inprovenents in |and
managenent if |law enforcenment isn't part of the
equation. And having an adequate | aw enforcenent team
| think, is really inmportant for the agencies to address
of f-road vehi cl es.

On the state side, we recomrend a nunber of
t hi ngs, including increased funding for conservation and
| aw enforcenment. Part of this recommendation is already
being inplemented at the state level. W are funding
nore conservation and | aw enforcenment to address the
probl ems associated with off-road vehicle use. And | am
proud to have been a part of the teamthat hel ped create
t hat change through my work on the O f-Road Vehicle
Conmi ssi on.

Providing mtigation funding and non-notori zed
buf fers, we have numerous areas across the state where
sprawl continues to push up agai nst popul ar of f-road
recreation areas and creates an inevitable conflict
between the private | and owners, who don't necessarily
want to hear dirt bikes buzzing around their house, and
t he of f-roaders who have used an area for quite sone
tinme.

A classic exanple of this is up at Hollister
Hills, a state vehicular recreation area, where you have

vi neyards now pushi ng devel opnent right up to the edge
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of Hollister Hills, and the off-road state vehicul ar
recreation area pushing for an expanded trail system

And the private | and owners are saying, we
don't want a new trail systemthat close to our house.
We don't want to see -- you know, hear the vehicles. W
don't want the dust. And we think that some type of
buffers, non-notorized buffers, between the devel opnents
and the off-road areas woul d be appropriate and hel pful

I ncreased fines for off-road vehicle-related
crimes. W heard yesterday that in the Rand Muntains,
even when an individual is caught breaking the law, the
fines start at a hundred dollars. And many, you know,
| aw enf orcenent people yesterday told us -- and we have
heard this before -- that, you know, many off-road
ent husiasts viewthis as sinply a cost of doing
busi ness.

Well, if that's -- the cost of doing business
is, you know a hundred dollars to ride your vehicle
wherever you |ike, we should increase the cost of doing
busi ness and nmake the fine a sufficient detrinment to
unaut hori zed ill egal travel.

The other reforns that we suggest nmminly
revol ve around conpliance with the law. W don't think
that the state should be funding federal agencies that

cannot ensure conpliance with off-road vehicle |aws and
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regul ati ons, except to bring theminto conpliance.

Protecting sensitive areas, not funding
projects that are going to exacerbate off-road vehicle
damage, but rather focusing on funding of areas where we
can inprove the condition of the |and today.

And respecting other |and uses and -- excuse
nme -- other land users, not funding areas where there is
i ntense conflict and where the state funding is being
used to -- in such a way that furthers those conflicts.

And the best exanple of this is an area in the
St ani sl aus National Forest, where we have an area called
the Interface Zones, which probably gives you a hint
right off the bat that it's not a good area for off-road
vehicles, faced with a subdivision that's been there for
40 years.

And in recent years, through state nmoney, the
Forest Service has allowed continued and expanded use in
this area to the point now that the honeowners are so
irate, that they have dust, you know, burying their
porches, and they can't hike the trails safely, there is
a proliferation of routes, we don't want the -- finally,
| ast year, the state said, we can't fund this area any
| onger.

There is such intense conflicts, and we are

bei ng hel d accountable for those conflicts. W want the
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Forest Service to work to address the probl ens, rather
than have us to continue to fund this area of such high
conflict. So using the state funds to mnimze those
type of user conflicts rather than naximnm ze them

We are actually doing a lot to try to address
t hese problenms. Those of you who were on the tour and
anyone who has watched this issue at all over the |ast
few years knows how conplicated off-road vehicle
managenment is. There sinply are no sinple answers.
There is no magic bullet.

If there was one, we would have used it a |ong
time ago, and we wouldn't be here with all the
outside -- enjoying the outdoors, rather than spending
our time here on a Saturday arguing about off-road
vehicle use. But there is a |ot of progress being nade
in a nunber of areas. And | would like to just talk
about -- talk about a few of those areas.

One thing that has happened in the past year
the State O f-H ghway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division
has created a stakehol ders round table. This includes
representatives of the environmental conmunity, the
of f-road comunity, CORVA, AMA, all the established --
San Diego Of-Road Coalition -- JimMGarvie is here
today, who is part of that group

The state agencies, federal agencies, county

239



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| aw enforcement, non-notorized recreation, equestrian

et cetera, have all been neeting nonthly over the past
year -- just actually at the |ast neeting cel ebrated our
one-year anniversary -- to try to hash out some of these
issues and try to find comobn ground.

There is work groups going to address soi
standards and prevention of excess erosion, to address
| aw enforcenment needs, to address funding issues with
the state funding. And this has been a very good
process for everyone involved, so we can sit down and
work together to try to work out some areas of comon
agreenent on these issues and nove forward on these
ar eas.

And | think we have made a | ot of progress in
the last year. And the process continues to nove
forward, and | think it will for the future.

One of the things that my organi zati on has been
interested in, and we tried this year to nove it forward
and were unsuccessful, is securing additional federa
appropriations for |aw enforcenent and nonitoring
activities. We tried in this year's budget process.

| don't think it's dead yet, but we will keep
trying. But | amnot sure we will be successful this
year. But | am hoping that in the com ng years -- you

know, these are areas that have really a | ot of
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bi parti san agreement. A |lot of people agree that the
problens with of f-road vehicle use, you know, through
better |aw enforcenent and nonitoring and conservation
can be addressed.

And | think both the off-road vehicle users and
the environnentalists as well as the federal agencies --
of course, when you tal k about noney, the federa
agenci es, of course, would love to get nore of it --
have a |l ot of agreement in this area. So we have been
working to try to secure additional appropriations and
will continue to do that into the future.

The State O f-Road Vehicle Conmi ssion has al so
increased its funding for conservation and | aw
enforcenent. | amnot sure what the percentage increase
was in this past year. But a significant anmount of our
resources now go to the federal agencies for |aw
enf or cenent .

We are getting grants to the counties now.

Kern County, who was there on the tour yesterday, is
receiving funding to put together an off-road
enforcenent team which is great, w dely supported --
the funding for the nmonitoring that | nentioned earlier

We are al so increasing our funding for
activities like trail inventories. W just actually

this past week approved another half mllion dollars to
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BLMto finish its trail inventories. W gave a grant in
the past week to the Pacific Crest Trail Association to
address illegal riding on the Pacific Crest Trail

We have given a large grant to the Forest

Service, $2 mllion, to conplete a trail inventory on
Forest Service |lands, as well -- knowi ng, of course,
that a conplete trail inventory is one of the first

steps towards designating legal riding routes and
elimnating the unauthorized trails fromthe | andscape.

So through this cooperative relationship with
the -- you know, working with the State O f-Road Vehicle
Commi ssion, the off-road vehicle division, and the
federal agencies, as well as all of the constituents in
this discussion, | think we have begun to nmake a | ot of
headway i n addressing this issue.

| like to always tease the Bureau of Land
Managenent by telling themthat we certainly agree with
the direction that they are noving, although we m ght
di sagree about the rate of travel at which they are
headi ng there.

But we certainly don't have -- we do support
the direction as a whole that the BLMis noving,
particularly in the Cal desert. A lot of the things
that the BLMis doing is things that we have encouraged

for along time. W would just like to see it happen a
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l[ittle bit quicker. And hopefully our purpose is
pushing in that direction

| guess | would like to finish with a quote
here. | was just reading the Letters section of the San
Diego O f-Road Coalition newsletter. And their My
i ssue has sonme interesting letters init, one of them
cal l ed, "Mrons and Hoodluns Visit the Desert."

And the author of this letter, a nman from
Escondi do, tal ks about an area that had been vandali zed,
i ndividuals threatened with physical violence, off-road
vehicle users riding in an area that was unauthorized
right in front of the private property owner.

And he concludes by saying that, "The
environnental i sts are not our worst enemy. The eneny
are those who destroy and steal the property of others
and think that the rules are for everyone el se but
t hem "

And | think that, you know, one of the things
that we |l earned on that tour yesterday was that there is
alot of truth to that. And there is a |lot of agreenent
that off-road vehicle conpliance and keeping riders on
designated routes is a significant problemand one that
I think we all agree on and want to work together on

As | was riding with Ed, he nmentioned to me

yesterday that just on the area that we had ridden, in
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t he Jawbone Butterbredt area of Critical concern, there
was a total of 790 trail crossings where unauthorized
trails crossed |l egal routes. And he wanted to see those
areas addressed, you know, basically erased fromthe

| andscape, sinilar to the work that the student
conservation area crew was doi ng.

And | couldn't agree with himnore and, you
know, | ook forward to working with Ed and nenbers of the
DAC and the BLM and the | aw enforcement agencies to
address those probl ens and ensure that our public |ands
are properly managed.

So thank you for your tinme. Do you want to do
guestions now, or hold it?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | think we will have the
ot her presentation, so sort of franme both sides of an
issue. And then we will take questions.

JAMES BRAMHAM  Hello. | would like to thank
the Chair and the nmenbers of the DAC for the opportunity
to be here today and al so, of course, Timand his staff.
I would also like to thank the Ridgecrest resource
district for an excellent tour yesterday.

Al t hough nmy view of the tour was -- it was the
vertical, rather than the horizontal tour. W saw a |ot
of vertical opportunity yesterday. W didn't see what a

majority of the enthusiasts come to the desert for
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which is the lineal opportunity that spreads across the

desert.

Certainly, we saw sone of that in the Rands.

But we didn't see the E

pl aces that have the long |inea

Pasos and sone of the other

signi ficant nunber of people to come to the desert.

Well, directly to the "OFf Road to Ruin," the

first time that | read this, | looked at it as a person

who has been involved in this for an awfully long time.

And | thought, this seems like late night TV. It's

reruns. |It's advertisenents for a conpilation al bum of

the greatest hits of the '70s, '80s and ' 90s.

And | thought,

you know, that's probably not

what it's supposed to be.

And so | read it again. And

I thought, hmm we have a real issue here. And,

experi ences that draw a

basically, all issues are confronted by a teeter-totter

And on one end of a teeter-totter is one end of that

i ssue, and on the other

end is the other. And in the

mddle is a |l ot of agreement.

And | recognized that this was an advocacy

docunent. Some people in the comunity would call it
propaganda. | think that's a little harsh. It is an
advocacy docunent. It's their end of the teeter-totter

And | amproud to say that for one of the first tines,

have seen exactly what

Paul

said, was that there were
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constructive suggestions in it. Instead of a constant
barrage of hits, there were some very good and
constructive dialogue to be had fromit.

So | read it again. And | found sone places
that we have conplete agreenent. Enforce the law. Pau
stood here and tal ked about enforcing the law. But |
want to nmake sure that we understand the clear
di f ference between social |aw enforcement and OHV | aw
enf or cenent .

It would be nice that everyone who entered
public | and suddenly became the perfect nodel citizen
And it doesn't matter that they are OHV oriented or they
are bird watcher oriented or they are any other form
VWen they come to the public land, there are socia
pr obl ens.

We heard yesterday about gangs canping in an
area. There is rave parties. There is drugs. There is
just out-and-out disrespect. There is vandalism There
islitter. There is DU. Al of these things are in
part social problens as much as they are a direct OHV
pr obl em

That's not to say that one doesn't spill upon
the other. Crines against persons, these are things
where the county sheriff is responsible for |aw

enforcenent nore so than the federal governnent.
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And that is why the OHV community enbraced the
i dea of outreach for law enforcenment to the county
sheriffs and has enbraced the grant process that has
brought to us the idea of very collaborative efforts
bet ween t he Bureau of Land Managenent, |aw enforcenent,
and the county sheriffs.

Qoviously, there are problens with OHV
enforcenent. There are helnet laws. There are
registrations. There are basic speeds. There are
pl aces where people canp that they ought not. There is,
of course, the off route dangerous operation issues.

And sonme of those spill over fromthe social problem
But they certainly are nore OHV related than they are
not .

Paul tal ks about the idea that, you know, we
need to increase fines. Does increasing fines only nake
sure that the person doesn't get caught again, or does
it give themthe opportunity to just pay their way again
and agai n?

| certainly would suggest that we do sonething
nore creative, which would be require themto go to sone
type of traffic school that would give them sone basic
i nformati on about use of public |land, so that they don't
just have the ability to pay and go, that they have --

they have to conplete sonething for the Court that shows
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that they understand why it was that they were in

viol ation.

The other thing that we have found through | aw
enforcenent activities -- and certainly this is true in
t he Al godones Dunes -- is the idea of a Matt Dillon

effect. There are those people who have used these
areas historically, off-road vehicle enthusiasts who
cone to these areas year after year after year, bring
their famlies there, who are outraged about the types
of illegal activity as anyone can be, as nuch as anyone.

But yet as this pervades the OHV experience,

t hese people are less likely to be able to speak up

less likely to be able to wal k across to the other canp
and say, that's not the way to operate on public |and.
And the introduction of a strong | aw enforcenent
presence clearly brings the Matt Dillon effect, the idea
that there is a sheriff in town, and now | can tell that
guy that's inappropriate.

And we have seen that in the Al godones Dunes,
the checkered flag that was brought by Anerican Sand
Associ ation, where they fly a checkered flag on their
dune, flag to say, hey, | amokay with | aw enforcenent.
And that has gone a long way. And the nunmber of those
checkered flags is incredible.

And they show in canp. And so we are seeing a
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decrease in them Probably one of ny greatest
frustrations as an OHV conmi ssioner was the fact that
the bureau would cone in front of us year after year
and the Forest Service, and ask for grant funding for
OHV | aw enf or cenent .

Two or three years later, we would find out
that that grant reverted w thout ever hiring that |aw
enforcenent presence. W would get the noney back
Meanwhile, it's the resource of public safety that's
suffered fromthat. And | think that's no | onger
acceptable. And | amcertain that Paul would agree with
t hat .

It has to cone to a point where we have
accountability for that. What happened without that |aw
enforcenent presence is a lawmess activity. The
i ntroduction or reintroduction, frankly, of |aw
enforcenent | think will go a long way to end a | ot of
t hese conflicts.

Anot her area of agreenent is wlderness. |
t hi nk nost people agree that wilderness is acceptable
land value. It's inmportant to have these types of
places. And it's inportant to protect them

And at this point, it's inportant that we use
some OHV funding to make that happen. It certainly

shouldn't be the entire obligation of the OHV fund to
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fix that problem It was Congress that nade nobst of
the -- nmade all of these wilderness areas, nany of which
i ncl uded | ong established routes of travel.

And how t hose now become used, whether they are
obliterated or used for hiking or equestrian or what is
done with that is of course part of the wlderness
managenent program Is it appropriate that we use OHV
dollars as we have in this grant to wal k al ong the edges
and nake sure we stay out? Yes, it is.

And we need to be involved with that process
wherever we can. W don't need to be the | ead agency on
that. The Bureau of Land Managenent and the Congress of
the United States needs to take the | ead on funding that
activity.

The increase in conservation and education. W
need to focus that nmoney. | think | have covered that
fairly clearly. W don't want duplications. One of the
other frustrations we have is a |ot of duplication
previously. W give nmoney to the county sheriff. W
gi ve noney to the | and managenment agency.

And then we find out that they both patrol on
the sane day, or they didn't patrol on the hi ghest use
day. What we found now is coordination. W like that
coordi nation. W feel it's the best use of money. W

support those grants that work hardest at cooperation
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And that will continue.

Public education. W need nmaps. W need
signs. W need rider education. W need it in the high
schools. W need it on the site. W need to encourage
user-to-user outreach. And when we tal k about public
education, we also have to talk about recreation val ues
of land as well as the environnental value of |and.

It's inportant to recognize that |land has a
recreation value, and the routes have recreation val ue.
And to assign themstrictly on an environnental basis or
strictly on a recreation basis may not work best for
ei t her.

And that is one of the elements that | would
strongly suggest cones out of the planning on route
designation, is that both a | evel of understandi ng of
the recreation value of these routes is equally
i nportant to the environnental.

We nust maintain. It's -- the designation of
routes alone is not enough. They have to be mmintai ned.
Route proliferation in nany areas is a direct
correlation to the lack of maintenance. That road is
all whooped out. | wll just nake another one. That
one i s whooped out, so I'll nake anot her one.

Parall el routes in and of thenselves may offer

two di fferent unique experiences. And we nay need a
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recreation value analysis. But where they are
proliferated sinply because of the |lack of maintenance,
that's a very valid concern that needs to be addressed.

And so it's inportant that we | ook at the
mai nt enance and t he enforcenent of these routes to be
sure that we focus the noney that's granted to the best
of the ground to be able to bring that focus of that
noney to inproving the resource and inproving the
recreation opportunity.

I amfromthe four-wheel-drive community. And
hi storically maintenance of routes has always been to
the | ast vehicle passage. You have got five vehicles
with you. Wen the |last guy gets past that rough spot,
that's as much mai ntenance as you did. Stack a rock, or
do whatever you needed to do.

It is inmportant that we nove beyond that. And
there are areas in the desert where that's inportant.
There are areas in the desert that that's going to have
to be done nechanically. But we have to | ook at the
i dea of doing some environnental work and environnenta
mai nt enance on nmany of our routes.

Moni toring, which is always the doubl e-edged
sword. W could either prove we are bad or prove we are
good. And we need to make managenent deci sions based on

real science. W have enbraced nonitoring, and we fee
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it will bring some really good results to the |and and
good results to the recreation

The other issue is about gas tax. There was
guestions earlier about gas tax and where it comes from
and how it's divided out. Gas tax -- that portion of
the taxes paid on gasoline that are used for off-road
activity, as Roy Denner said, have been cal cul ated
through a very intense survey process to determ ne how
much of that is used.

Previously, if you used your fuel off-road, you
could get nmoney back through your state incone tax. But
in 1971, that noney was placed into an account to be
abl e to manage off-highway vehicle recreation. The
exact same is done with boats, and it's done with
general aviation. You actually pay road use tax on
aviation fuel in California.

And that noney is then put into an aviation
fund to provide aviation opportunities for the genera
public, just as the boating is. So there is -- this is
not a different concept. 1It's not a new concept. It's
a recreation concept.

The study that this was done with, severa
years ago, was very statically valid when it occurred.
It withstood court challenge. As it has gotten ol der

it gets statistically nore and nore skewed. It is tine
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to do another one. It's past tine to do another one.
And | was -- | was the conmmissioner that was in
front of the California |egislature asking for an
appropriation to get that done. And | am pl eased t hat
we did. It's thus been expanded by, what, four fold
over what we had initially to do that.
So there will be a new gas tax study. And from
that, there will be a deternmination. And it nay be a
conpletely different mix. There nay be | ess noney
com ng from notorcycles and nore from four-wheel drives.
There certainly is going to be nore from snownbi | es;

because it's the fastest growi ng segnent of the OHV

conmuni ty.

So there will be and needs to be a new gas tax
study. And that will really reinforce the uses and how
they are -- how they are conducted on the public |and

and where the fundi ng shoul d be directed.

The user conflict issue, | just have one
conment. There are user conflicts. | just scrawed a
note that it's interesting to me that we are defendi ng
t hose who urban sprawl. The environmental community
fights urban sprawl and then turns around and defends
themas trying to get us out of the way after they get
t here.

Let's see. Another area of the report talks
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about two-stroke engines. |It's not sonething that Pau
addressed. That was addressed by the California Air
Resources Board. Standards were set by the California
Air Resources Board. There was an established protoco
for that, including registration for vehicles that are
no | onger conpliant and the hours of operation or nonths
of operation that they can actually operate in

non-attai nment areas.

Nowhere -- there is a call in this document to
puni sh the polluter. That has never been done in the
history of the California Air Resources Board. W don't
penal i ze ol der cars just because they don't conply with
the new -- when they -- when you change buil ding
standards, we don't go back and enforce those ol der
bui |l di ng standards -- or new buil ding standards on ol der
bui I di ngs.

So we have a difficult time with that. But we
certainly understand that the two-stroke engine is
primarily a thing of the past, and that it's through
regul ati ons by anot her whol e body of the state of
California that has brought that to an end.

The other issue that's brought up and touched
in the report is the tainted planning issue, the idea
that it's off-road dollars that push planning. And as

you saw in your little pie chart over the last twenty
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years or whatever Ira presented, it's less than 1
percent.

The OHV program was based on the idea that the
| and nanagenent agenci es made deci si ons where
of f - hi ghway vehicle recreation was appropriate. And
when those deci sions were nade and pl ans needed to be
i mpl enented, they would step forward with noney to be
abl e to nake that happen.

And that's the basic prenmise of that. So there
has been certainly some direction and so on fromthe
conmi ssion. But the idea of tainted planning is
difficult for us to stonach.

But | think the toughest thing that comes to
the OHV comunity when reading this docunent is the idea
that we never get credit for what we have given up. The
hi story | esson goes back to 1970.

Previous to the passage of FLPMA, the right
for an of f-hi ghway vehicle enthusiast to go anywhere on
the California desert that they wi shed that was
unreserved was part of the 1866 mining law. Wth the
passage of FLPMA, that changed. But that becones our
100 percent.

And so as we went through the rare studies and
then the desert planning studies and the subpl anni ng

studies to that, when we started out with one to ten
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the middle ground was five. Then when we went back to
the table, the mddle ground was now two and a hal f.
And then we went back to the table. And the mddle
ground was 1. 25.

And now we are back to the planning table. And
we | ook at the mddle ground as being .75, and
absolutely no credit given for those things that we have
done in the areas that we have given up. And the
conpl i ance that has happened in those areas that are
gi ven up, never get credit for it. And it's very
unner vi ng.

And we also find that a deal seems to never be
a deal. One of the areas criticized in the report is
Hungry Valley State Vehicle Recreation Area. It was the
Sierra Club itself that reconmended Hungry Valley as a
state vehicle recreation area. And now it's back on the
hit list.

Clear Creek, the idea that a ten-year technica
review teamthat included all stakehol ders,
environnental users, mineral -- everybody that could be
there -- water -- everyone hamered out a deal on that
and then turn around. And now it's under attack again.

W feel that when we make a deal, that dea
shoul d stick. And, unfortunately, we find tine and tinme

again that it doesn't.
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The report tal ks about the Root Com which is
an area up by Lake Tahoe. But, again, we use state
noney and Sims grant noney, which is federal noney, to
do projects in that area that were considered and have
been publicized by the water district, Lahontan Water
District, as the nost significant water quality
i mprovenent projects in ten years. Those were done in
1996. And we are back under attack again. No matter
how far we go, it's never far enough.

The report seens to fail to take into account
recreational choices. Certainly, there is talk in the
report about, they have done studi es, what people want
fromtheir public land, and so on and so forth. But
they still vote with their feet in their pocket book
and in this case, their tires.

They have recreational choices. They could
build a pool in the back yard. The could buy a boat.
They could go on a cruise. They could do any nunber of
a thousand things for recreation. But yet they have
chosen, 14 and a half of percent of themin the state of
California, have chosen to have an off-hi ghway vehicle.
And because of that, they feel that there is an
expectation of an area to be able to use that on public
I and.

Not every acre, not every place, not any tineg,
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but certainly that there is an expectation that on the
public land will be provided for them an opportunity to
be able to use that.

And Ron Schiller stood up here a nonent ago and
tal ked about the fact that OHV is nore than just
nmotorcycle riding in Dove Canyon or in Dove Springs.
It's about access. |It's about access for all types of
activities, whether it's wlderness, whether it's
hunting, whether it's fishing. Watever it is, the
el ement of notorized access is extrenely inportant. And
by law, it's considered OHV. As soon as the vehicle
| eaves the paynent, it's an OHV

The fact that this is such a strong famly
recreation -- it is an elenent that hel ps society. |
know fol ks that when | say that just cringe. Well, when
I look around canpfires that | have had in the |ast year
and see Native Anericans -- and | -- just this |ast
Menorial Day, | had an African Anerican gentleman who
grew up in East St. Louis and said that the one thing he
never wanted to have was a son know only 17 bl ocks.

Because he said, when | grew up, | knew 17
bl ocks. That's all | ever saw. You stand out in the
m ddl e of the desert in the mddle of Nevada, where it
was probably 17 nmiles between peaks. H's son was in

awe. And it's those types of opportunities that are
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i mportant to be able to show society.

The other question is -- and this is nore of a
rhetorical question: Does the lack of facilities
actual ly cause or exacerbate trespass? Through the
years, we had al ways been prom sed by the OHV conmunity
or the OHV programthat there would be adequate
facilities. And adequate facilities would include both
t hose on federal land and in county areas close to
t owns.

Unfortunately, many of those have not happened.
And so what's happened is that there is a trenendous
demand for the sport that's unnet. And when it gets
unnet, it goes to trespass. And so as you decrease the
nunber of avail able areas, do you actually cause or

exacerbate trespass?

The report seens to fail in my mnd to touch on
what actually was brought up very well by Paul -- the
idea that -- the OHV community's commtnent to the

sport. The Rand Mountai ns, Friends of Jawbone, Friends

of EIl Mrage, dams TRT -- there would have been no way
that the restrictions placed by the lawsuit in the

Al godones Dunes coul d ever have been inpl enented by the

Bureau of Land Managenent wi thout the unbelievable help

of the volunteers, the very people who were being

restricted fromthat use
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| mean, the fact that they showed up in droves
to patrol that area, to encourage their fell ow duners to
stay out of that area -- we don't -- so the best
management is to use these people who use the |and.

| would Iike to agree with Paul on the
st akehol ders. That's probably, as | read this thing the
first time -- Paul, we have already done this, we are
doing it, we are in the process of addressi ng 80 percent
of the issues in here.

And then | realized again it's an advocacy
docunent. | know that; because | amon the inside.

Paul wanted to say that, so that he could get that in a
report. And that's the reason that it's there.

But the reality is, the stakeholders is going
to address, | think, probably 70 or 80 percent of these
i ssues on a statew de basis, state basis, not
necessarily site-specific federal basis. But certainly
many of the decisions nade there will affect site-
speci fic areas.

But the other thing that the docunent fails, |
think, greatest to address is the idea that every day,
they sell nore of them And they are coning. And you
can either manage for themor they are com ng, anyway.

It doesn't -- and | think that we need to

understand that managenent in and of its own self does
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not necessarily mean closure. |It's hard to nanage a

cl osed restaurant. People still want to eat. The use
will go somewhere else. The people will still do that.
And in a final, | would Iike to say that | read

the docunment. And it states that there is 25 mllion
acres in the California desert. One mllion have been
i npacted by OHV. | don't know whether that's currently
i npacted or previously inpacted. That is spelled out
specifically. But that equals 4 percent.

And when you |l ook at a teeter-totter, we are
out of bal ance. The OHV comunity says, we have given
up enough, that there needs to be the idea that we need
nore addressed, and that as you can fine us further, we
are going to have a greater and greater difficulty
recreating without conflict.

And so whet her we can accommodate that or not
is unclear. But the demand is there. And the feeling
that out of 4 percent of the desert supplies 70 percent

of the OHV recreation in the state of California seens

to have a teeter-totter fairly well inbalanced. So we
will leave it at that. Thank you.
CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | would like to open it

up for council discussion and questions.
COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  John, ny question: In

ny county, | know what the percentage of undevel oped
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private land is. W have been talking a | ot about urban
spram. In this county, do you know what the percentage
i s of undevel oped private hol di ngs?

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON:  No, | don't have
t hat nunber off the top of ny head. | could certainly
get it. And then it would vary by region

The San Joaquin Valley, the nost private. Wen
you get into the Sierra Nevadas and eastward, nost
public land is adm nistered either by Forest Service,
BLM | can get you the nunber of federal -- BLM Forest
Service, Departnent of Defense. Be happy to provide
t hat .

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | will share with you
in our county, which is San Bernardi no County -- which
amsure a lot of you recreate there, and we certainly
have a | ot of environmental concerns in the San
Bernardi no County -- less than 2 percent of undevel oped
land is in the hands of the private ownership. It's the
bi ggest county in the United States of America. The
rest of it's in the hands of a public agency.

So when we are tal king about urban spraw, it's
getting bigger and bigger and bigger -- but it's com ng
It nay be sonewhat true in this county. But in San
Bernardi no County, it is very limted to how much

further it can go.
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Even t hough we have -- it appears that we have
lots and lots and | ots of vacant |and out there, and
that there is going to be, you know, nore and nore and
nore housing. And there will be sone.

But the perception is somewhat incorrect.
Because |l ess than 2 percent is owned by private
hol dings. The rest of it is held by public agencies,
whet her they be city, county, flood control, parks,
state, federal. So there is a lot of vacant |and out
there available to the public, at least in our county.

And | know Bill Betterly will probably want to
say sonething in regards to conflicts with users. Bil
is alittle nmore senior than | am But | have probably
ri dden a horse on public lands, all forns of public
| ands, for literally hundreds of thousands of mles.

And not in just one location. The Sierras, the
San Bernardi no Mountains, really all over this county
since 1980. | have been involved with the sheriff's
search and rescue, mountain search and rescue unit. W
have ridden all over San Bernardi no County.

| have been the president of three different
saddl e cl ubs over the years. Their primary purpose was
riding, riding -- trail riding on public |and.

In all of those hundreds of thousands of nmiles

and all the people that | have cone in contact with, the
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equestrian community, in all those years, not one of
them has given ne a negative experience involving
not orcycl es or four-wheel drives.

And when | say "a negative experience," | nean
where sonebody intentionally went out to create a
problem for them There is always an incident where you
are riding on a horse, and a notorcycle cones around a
corner, and the horse shys a little bit, or sonething.
That nmotorcyclist didn't do that intentionally. Most
notorcyclists are very courteous. Typically, they wll
shut the bikes off, stand to the side.

I know that we are hearing there are reports of
t hat happening. But in the hundreds of thousands of
mles and all the people | know in the equestrian
conmunity, it doesn't happen. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: Just a brief
conment on the areas in our particular region as respect
to the Al godones Dunes. Just recently, | had the
opportunity to nmake sone public presentations. This
area, as it's depicted in this book here, I would like
to bring sone clarifications within this.

Qovi ously, we read about sone deaths that do
occur and -- with the anpbunt of visitation that we have
there each year. (Obviously, every one of us is going to

have to travel home this evening. And the fact of the
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matter is, | don't think if we held this neeting here
tonorrow, that each and every one of us would even be
back.

That's sonething that we just don't know. \Wen
you have that many people assenbled in one area, yes,
there are going to be events that do happen. There wll
and could be a loss of Iife. Now, that's froma |lot of
di fferent other areas.

The Sonoran Desert is being i nundated with
undocunented i mm grants. They are being left off into
that area. W just had a tragic incident down there of
13 undocunented immgrants |lose their lives froma |ack
of water.

These areas that are closed -- when search and
rescue is going to go out there, these inmgrants that
are traveling through there, they don't know which is
open or closed. W have to have sone type of
accessibility to go out there and retrieve these
i ndividuals. These are very desperate people and
desperate in a condition that they are not going to
really last |onger than about twenty m nutes.

I would just like to say that as far as -- the
report does go into sonme | aw essness. Back in Decenber
31st of 1999, we were coming upon the mllennium year

I was right in the staging area of BLMs office there in
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the El Centro region.

I was invited to neet with all of the agencies
that were involved. Nunerous, nunerous state agenci es,
| ocal agencies that were there, offering a |lot of
support. There are sone issues here that | think we
need to take and look at within a context.

I know this mlk vetch that is growing in the
region. That plant has grown in a |lot of different
areas. There is very real issues why that plant has
been renoved in sonme areas.

You couldn't transport your feed products with
that plant in there. It's toxic to humans. |It's toxic
to mmuals. And so the report shows it's in this area.
oviously so. It's out in the mddle of nowhere.

Now, you know, how do we bal ance all of this
here, and how do we continue to have an experience that
all of us can enjoy? You know, we read this book, the
road to ruin, road to recovery, road to restoration.
know, | amwaiting for the sequel to cone out. Perhaps
that woul d be | ooked upon

There is ways that all of this meeting here
with all these m nds assenbl ed here, that we could put a
conprehensive plan together that allows us to have these
multiple uses that we are really all striving to be a

part of.
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And so | -- | would just |ike each one who has

read this report toread it in its context. Yes, these

pictures are true. In fact, sone of these pictures that
show trespassing -- | have wal ked past those signs
nysel f. | know these physical areas where these are.

And just a few mles down the road, those don't even
exi st any | onger.

If you put aline in the sand and tell a young
child, don't cross that, | can guarantee you that child
will cross the line. A lot of what we are seeing
here -- sone of the vinegar washes that you go down
into, sone of the Julian washes -- those were in the
nost pristine conditions that we could go out and
recreate and canp, rock hound, hunting.

We drive up into the Colorado River -- these
are years in the past. The areas were open, and we were
using them Now, they are closed to notorized vehicles.
But you can wal k down in there. Just wal k down there
two, three mles.

Yes, there is sonme that are desecrated. | wll
stand here and say that that has happened. It's a big
area. Just last year, | was lost, and nmy son was
driving our '57 Wllie's jeep back. And | said, son
this is a trail that we need to stay on.

Wel |, he was unaware. And | was | ooking off on
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to the sunset. And the next thing, we are up a
different wash. Well, pretty soon we came up agai nst a
sign, you know, closed to off-road vehicle traffic.

Well, there was two choices that we needed to
nmake. W either went across that boundary there, got up
to our canp site, or we took about a 25-mile tour to go
conpl etely back track to where we came from get back
out onto a county road, cone all the way up H ghway 78,
and pick up our vehicle there at the ranger station.

So there is -- there is things that do happen
And this magazi ne needs to be taken into context. But
with all the brain power that we have assenbl ed here,
think we can work this out.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | just want to nake a
comment of the mlk vetch that you just brought up
Wally. And although this is a variety of that
particul ar species, the dunes is the only place on the
pl anet that it occurs. And that's, you know,
taxonom cally identified as where that is. So, anyway,
| just wanted to clear that.

And then | also wanted to say that | think what
you are saying, we have the minds in the roomthat have
the capability to resolve sonme of these issues.
Essentially, that's what we are doing with these

pl anning efforts. And | amreally excited about that.
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And | think that's really a positive thing that as |ong
as we keep up the dialogue and don't get |ocked into our
world views, but actually listen to the others, that it
is resolvable. And that's great.

As long as | have the floor, | have a question
actually, for Jim And that is on the new gas tax
eval uation, when is that going to be conpl eted?

JAMES BRAMHAM  That's a question | would ask
Paul .

PAUL SPITLER: Let ne give you a little bit of
history on this issue, that the gas tax study that was
originally done that determ ned how much fuel was used
by of f-road vehicles and how much woul d then be
transferred to a special fund for allocation for
of f-road vehicl e nmanagenent, that survey was originally
done in 1990.

And it was estimated at that point that it had
a five-year |ife span and shoul d be redone every five
years. Back in 1999, there was still no new survey done
and no new evi dence of a survey bei ng done.

The environnental community went to the state
| egi sl ature and asked friendly legislators to
appropriate funding for off-road vehicle -- for a new
study to be done. And we did that. W secured $400, 000

for a new study to be done.

270



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Through the I ong and tortured process of
finding an appropriate consultant to do that survey, it
was determned that that wasn't a sufficient amunt of
funding. And eventually this year's budget includes
another $2 nmillion to actually do a conplete and
conpr ehensi ve survey. That was a nunber that the
accountant who did the original survey -- consultant
cane up with, along with the state division

So at this point we are -- the noney hasn't
officially been approved yet, because of the budget, you
know. We expect it will be approved within the next few
weeks. And then we can start the R & P process. They
don't expect the results to be back until approxi mately
2003, which is why the state programis set to sunset
January 1, 2003.

And the environmental conmunity, along with the
of f-road groups, are now supporting an extension of that
sunset until 2007, until the new survey can be
conpl et ed.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  VWhile you are still at
the podium we are spending $2 mllion to -- for an
anal ysis? What's the yearly budget off the gas nonies
t oday?

PAUL SPI TLER. The state's budget -- the
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of f-road vehicle division's budget is approxi mately $35
mllion. And of that, roughly 15 to 20 goes to running
the state's vehicular recreation areas, and

approxi mately 15,000 goes to grants to Forest Service,
BLM and | ocal agencies.

I would also like to naybe -- maybe | could
just take a nmonent here to nention the breakdown, where
t hese funds actually cone from

The funds come primarily fromthree sources.
The fees fromthe state vehicular recreation areas is a
very small portion of the funds. The Green Stickers
that off-road vehicles are forced to purchase or asked
to purchase is another very small proportion of the
overal |l funds, sonewhere in the neighborhood of 5
percent.

The vast majority of the nmoney in the fund does
cone fromthe gas tax. And of that noney, 10 percent
cones fromthe fuel used by Il egal registered off-road
vehicles -- those are the people that actually register
their vehicles -- and an estimation of the fuel used by
t hose vehicles off-road.

Approxi mately 35 percent cones fromthe fue
used by street |egal vehicles when used off-road. So
when | take my two-wheel drive pick-up and drive to a

trail head to go backpacking or hiking or fishing or
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what ever | am going to do, the gas that | am using when
| amdriving off-road, the tax on that gas, is put into
this fund and used for off-road vehicle nanagenent.

The remaining 55 percent is fromthe gas that's
estimated to cone fromunregistered, illegal off-road
vehi cl es, vehicles that are never registered. That's
the majority of the nmoney in the fund. And that's why a
nunber of the funds go back to | aw enforcenent and
conservati on.

Because, of course, we don't want to be

rewarding illegal activity. So that's where the
funds -- breakdown of where the funds actually cone
from

COUNCIL MEMBER SMTH: | would like to take

this opportunity to get a brief education, which | think
is relevant to all this. Yesterday on the field trip
we spent an enornous anmount of tinme tal king about the
desert tortoise.

But | am mindful that in 1942, an QOperation
Torch, General George Patton was training troops and
driving tanks across the desert. And those tracks are
still there. And there are sone |essons there which
am not sure that we are applying to this situation

So the question goes to: Could you descri be,

ei ther one or both of you, the biology and the structure

273



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

of the soils that are being inpacted by this use, and
also the ramfications for species of |ife that are not

necessarily threatened or endangered?

PAUL SPITLER: Well, | said | had a degree in
geol ogy; but | never said | was a geologist. | would
actually, if the council would prefer, | would defer

that question to Dr. Howard Wlshire, who is a
scientist, who has authored many of the scientific
papers.

He studied down here in the desert for a nunber
of years, and is with us today. |If the council prefers,
I woul d suggest that he is far better equi pped to answer
that question than Jimor | would be.

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH:  Yes.

HOMRD W LSHI RE: Can you hear ne?

The question of the inmpacts of a single tank
traverses across very comon desert types has been a --
has been the study that | have wi shed to do for a | ong
time. And, in fact, very recently, a colleague of mne
and | released a U.S.G S. report, which you can find on
the US.GS. web site, about the inmpact of tanks on the
natural community in common desert settings.

And the thing that led me to want to do this
study was sinply seeing the tracks. And the fact that

you could see the tracks is rather astonishing, that the
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Patton tracks are now 50-some-odd-years ol d.

And the thing that | thought | would see was
that there were fewer plants -- this are annua
plants -- in the tracks than out of them And that
astoni shed me that we could have a bi ol ogi cal i npact
that lasted so long froma single pass of a vehicle.

When we cane to actually study this, the plants

in the tracks and out of the tracks -- and, again,
will say these were annual plants. The single pass of a
tank will not kill a creosote.

VWhat we found was, there were actually nore
plants in the tracks than out. But they were shrinps.
They were stunt -- their growmh was stunted. And the
reason for that is that the tank | eaves a depressed
track, and over tine, it gets a thininfilling of |oose
sand and other stuff that's washed into it. The plants
can then take root in that.

VWhat we al so di scovered was that the plants
whi ch have a |l ateral root spreading strategy for their
survival were the dom nant types in the tracks, and
those that have vertically penetrating roots were in
greater -- much | ess abundance in the tracks than out.

The reason is, the soil, that loose, thin
| ayer, is conmpacted. And you got to really be inpressed

that a single vehicle pass can have such a |l ong-Ilasting

275



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

effect on the structure of the plant community as well
as the abundance of plants and their cover.

If you have any other questions, | wll try.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER: Do you find that
situation occurring consistently? O is that just on
t he desert pavenment or the nalopie? O do you also find
that in the soft sandy washes where the tank tracks have
traversed?

HOMRD WLSHI RE: Well, that's where we found
them was on the bahatas (phonetic). W hadn't | ooked
particularly at the desert pavenent surfaces, which had
no vegetation to speak of on them

So our studies were focused on the doni nant
kind of terrain in the desert, which is the | ow sl oping,
al luvi al surfaces between the nountain ranges. That's
where tanks can drive. That's where they drove. And
that's where the inpacts renmain

I mght add that we saw places where a tank
drove across a wash, and you could see the tracks go in
one side and out the other side. But there was no sign
of themin the wash. Because any water noving across
there woul d erase the track

But using instrunments that detect the -- and
nmeasure the strength of the soil, we could take

traverses across where the track was in the past. And
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we could still feel its presence in the subsurface. So
t hese inpacts are very pervasive and very |long | asting.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: Madam Chai r man,
would like to add a little bit nore to what Ron said
with regards to San Bernardi no County.

Wth its vast nunber of acres and public
ownership -- it's the private acres of any county in the
58 counties in the state of California that pays the
bill to the counties. Because that's where the
t axpayers' property taxes are.

There is none fromthe open space. So San
Bernardi no County is not benefitted by having the nunber
of acres in bureau, state, and school district, or al
the cities. Because there is no taxes on any of the
gover nrment al -owned properties. |[It's just on the private
properties.

And certainly, | am-- seeing as | amtwice
Ron's age, | probably rode 400,000 miles in that area.
But, nevertheless, the county does a pretty good job of
mai ntai ning the county roads. And all they use on that
is the registration of vehicles within the county.

The gas tax goes into the general fund. Thank
you.

COUNCI L MEMBER REDDY: | would Iike to nake one

conmment on this. Curious enough, | didn't know you were
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inthe room But thereis a-- M. WIshire, | guess
you are referenced in the footnote on this.

And the one concern | had about this book was,
| amafraid that there is -- when there is sonething
do know a little bit about, and | see it's greatly
exaggerated, then it puts under a question a |ot of what
else is in the book

On page 15, it nentions that an off-road

vehicle driving just six miles can nmove up to 300 tons

of soil. Since it's footnoted, since, M. WIlshire, you
are here, | presune there is a spot where you found that
to happen.

My conpany runs of f-road vehicles.
Coi ncidentally, our quarry is exactly six mles fromthe
plant. W have rather big off-road vehicles. They are
running 170 tons. But if they had nmoved 300 tons of
soil in that six nmles, we would be down to China by
now.

As a matter of fact, if you do the
cal cul ations, a typical wheel on a four-wheel drive,
f our -wheel vehicle, would be about six inches wi de.
That nmeans you woul d have two tracks, six inches w de,
t hree inches deep.

On yesterday's tour, we were at |east the

twentieth car in line. The fourth car woul d have
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bottoned out; because the ruts woul d have been so deep

that the axle would have al ready been buried, were our

axl es big enough. By the tine we got to the twentieth

car, the ruts would have been five foot deep. W would
have had to have ten foot tires.

That same rate of erosion on a typica
notorcycle with about a three-inch tire would give a
one-foot rut. One vehicle could probably make it. The
second one, going down two feet, probably wouldn't nake
it. He would bottom out.

So while | would assunme that in your study
there was a place you found erosion could occur that
well, that much -- so | don't doubt that. There was
some soil condition you found there. Unfortunately, the
way it's phrased in the book, it inplies that every tine
a vehicle goes over the soil, he is nmobving 300 tons in
six mles.

So you have vastly exaggerated the potentia
for this. And while things can occur in specific
i nstances, perhaps, under certain conditions, when you
totally exaggerate the inpact of vehicles riding on --
off-road vehicles, it lends a |ot of doubt on how nmuch
the rest of the book is exaggerated.

HOMRD WLSHI RE: Want ne to respond to that?

I would urge the folks who read this report to

279



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

al so read the reports that are cited init. That
particular citation was for very specific conditions of
hill clinbing on slopes, steep slopes, that have soft,
| oose soils.

And |, in nmy report, | state quite specifically
what the conditions are. And for the areas of inpact of
vehicles, | use the standard of my own, which was,
nmeasured hundreds, if not thousands, of tracks that were
made on | evel, dry surfaces, and determ ned fromthat
t he amount of land inpacted per mle of travel. That's
an inportant nunber; because it shows you that not al

types of recreation are the sane.

They may cause very sinilar -- qualitatively
very simlar kinds of inmpacts, like soil compaction of
soil. But you can do it much nore rapidly if you have a

machi ne to hel p you.

But hill clinmbing on the slopes |ike those that
we pass by in Jawbone Canyon can nove that anount of
soil. It isn't mles to the top. | amjust trying to
st andardi ze this.

So, yes, they can move a lot of soil under
certain conditions. The anmpunt of soil that you woul d
expect to be noved and the kind of surfaces that we were
foll owi ng one another on is much | ess per mle. But

it's still a substantial amount of soil noved.
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And if you include the anpbunt of soil that is

sinmply conpacted, which is -- the soil structure has
changed -- not an erosion of the soil, the anount of
soil displaced -- that's the word | like to use -- is

quite large. And it doesn't take a whole |Iot of the
soil to nake a ton.
COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER M. WIlshire --

COUNCI L MEMBER REDDY: That's exactly the point

I was making. | wasn't doubting that there were
conditions, if you -- if it was cited and it was in the
study -- and | have to adnmit | haven't had tine to read
all 223 -- 239 citations. | didn't read the books.

That's exactly the point | was nmaking. |
assuned -- what | amafraid of is this thing took the --
it took studies out of context. The specifics of the
conditions that can occur weren't in here. It was
specifically extrapolated to a four-wheel vehicle.
Four - wheel vehicles don't do those kind of hill clinbs
on that kind of sl ope.

But it was four-wheel vehicles were eroding at
that rate. So | amafraid that what | saw in here was
speci fic things under specific circunstances that could
occur that were exaggerated to generalities. So | was
afraid that the book was quite a bit exaggerated. |

wasn't doubting there was specific cases, as you
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descri bed, where it could occur

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER M. W/Ishire, when you
were describing earlier the conpaction through the sandy
washes, | am assuming that you are tal king about the
gravel sandy washes that are -- streans that are created
fromthe rain events.

What type of device did you use to test the
conpaction? Was that a nuclear density testing device?

HOMRD WLSH RE: It was a pentatroneter, a
device that records the strength of the soil as you use
a hardened steel conmb to penetrate into the surface.
It's also a neasure of strength. Actual strength is a
black art. And we are finding that out.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  You put that in with a
hanmer ?

HOMRD WLSHIRE: No. |It's a device that you
| ean on. Actually, the first one that | used -- the
very first study | nade of off-road vehicle inpacts was,
| wal ked the 74 Barstowto-Vegas route. And | used the
pent atrometer frequently.

The pentatronmeter | used was one that was

designed for lunar work. And, believe me, | amglad it
never nade it to the noon. It was a geol ogi ¢ hanmer
made out of stainless steel. And it had no way to

control the pressure that you put on it.
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So each time you nade a measurenment, you had to
rotate your full body weight up onto this device. Now,
| had raw hands at the end of that trip. Because that
was a lousy way to do things. But that's the technique
that we used.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER: And to what optimm
density conpaction were you testing for? Like 85, 95
percent? Wat were you finding in this conpaction?

HOMRD WLSHI RE: We were sinply conparing the
density of the soil in tracks and out of tracks. |
m ght say there were other techni ques we used, |ike bulk
density. And this was sinply a conparison of the
undi sturbed condition with the disturbed condition

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER  To what depths were you
goi ng before you found the strata that was no | onger
conpact ed?

HOMRD WLSH RE: Well, we didn't go to a depth
that we found that wasn't conpacted, not with those
instruments. There were studi es done by Water Resources
Division people in the U S. GS. that found conpactions
of three feet depth. But my studies, we never went that
deep.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER:  And you i ndicated that
you found these annual grasses or annual plants grow ng,

but in the major washes. 1Isn't it true that the ngjor
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rain events scarify the washes and wash out the annuals,
and only the microfill woodl ands grow on the banks?

HOMRD W LSH RE: Yeah. But | nay have mi sled
you. | didn't want to say that our studies were in
washes. CQur studies were in the broad surfaces that are
cut by many tiny little washes, but are nostly just
al luvial surfaces. They are not washes. They are not
af fected by every rainfall

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER: The reason | was asking
t hese questions is, not only in the "Road to Ruin," but
in the handout that was given to us today fromthe
California Wl derness Coalition -- and I want to be very
specific. Because | don't -- | haven't had tinme to
review all the information.

So | don't want to talk in generalities. But
in specific, there was an issue brought up in this
publication about the draft NECO plan proposing to
devel op, for exanple, water sources for bighorn sheep
and mule deer. And it talks about that the construction
of these water sources nmay actually require driving
t hrough t he washes.

And what | amgetting at is, it's been our
experience that using the major wash systemto drive on
with a four-wheel drive vehicle to get access to build

wat er sources has not conpacted or actually caused
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detriment to the wash condition; because the vegetation
grows into the banks of mcrofill woodl and, and the
grasses or the annuals that grow in the wash basically
are scarified out every tinme there is a major rain
event, which al so washes out all the tracks.

And that churning of the gravel and sand soi
tends to loosen it up, so the sandy washes remain | oose
and non-conpacted after every nmjor rain event.

HOMRD W LSHI RE:  Yes. But sonething has
happened in the interim And you can't say that no
damage was done sinply because it's scarified in the
first wash, which mght be nonths down the |ine.

There are animals that depend on the growth in
the washes. So you are telling them well, you wll
just have to go hungry until the next rain event?

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER: But those animals al so
are dependent upon those water sources or the | oss of
wat er because of, say, salt cedar choking off the river
or aqueducts being concrete Iined and drowning ani mal s.
So in sone cases, the only waters the ani mals have are
the artificial water sources to replace what was | ost
naturally.

HOMRD W LSHI RE: Sonetinmes we are putting
t hose water sources where they never existed before.

Are we doing the animals a favor?
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COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER:  Well, if you | ook at
the systemof a major spring or a major water source
that historically animals cane to, |ike the spokes of a
wheel , and you disburse that water to catch smaller
amounts in rain events.

So that if a wash does not receive rain, the
wat er source doesn't have water, the aninals aren't
attracted. Wereas five mles up the system where you
have a rain event that greens up the vegetation that
they are going to feed on, you have a water source there
that has plenty of water.

So, basically, the vegetation being inpacted is
where the water has collected. And the vegetation that
didn't receive rain has no water and is given a rest;
because the animal s have noved on to where the water and
vegetation is green.

So di sbursing water actually can help the
vegetation recover rather than inpact it by having
historic water that's always there, whether it rains or
whet her the vegetation is recovering froma rainfal
event or not.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | would like to just cut
in here and say that | find this conversation
fascinating. However, | amwondering if it wouldn't be

nore appropriate for the NECO plan discussi on when we
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have that in our next neeting. And | would like to
steer the conversation back to the "OFf Road to Ruin®
docunent and conversations dealing with that.

COUNCI L MEMBER RISTERT And | didn't nmean to
get off base. What | was alluding to was that, you
know, mi sinformation or conjecture in these reports nay
not actually fit the facts that occur on the ground.

And what | was trying to do is show howin a
specific instance, the statistics or the quantitative
material that's been nmeasured on the benefit of water
sources may be sonmewhat distorted by the information in
t hese reports.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | think that's why we
like to call them advocacy reports.

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBIER: M. Wlshire, | would
like to ask you a quickie that | hope is rel ated.

How did you know there was just one tank?

HOMRD WLSH RE: You follow a track far enough
to see a turn. Wen a wheeled vehicle turns, it |eaves
four tracks. Wien a tank turns, it's two.

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBI ER:  That neans it was
"tanks." The training was done in Wrld War Il at the
division level out there. First Arnored Division
Second Arnored Division. That's 8,000 vehicles.

And a major part of the training was not just
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to charge a line of front, but for the division
commander to denonstrate that he could nove 16,000 nen
and 8,000 vehicles fromPoint Ato Point B. And very
frequently that was done in col ums.

HOMRD WLSH RE:  Well, | certainly don't
di sagree that there were places that a | ot of tanks went
over. W did not study those. Qur study wanted the
control of one pass. So we were very careful in
searching out the many, many places where such
conditions --

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBI ER: And you fee
confident that after the passage of 50 years, you could
tell that just one tank passed over?

HOMRD WLSHI RE: Yes. | could tell you
whi ch -- whether the tank passed over in 1942, Cenera
Patton's troops, or in 1984, Desert Strike. The tracks
are different.

COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBI ER: W are tal ki ng about
19 -- World War 11 now.

HOMRD WLSH RE: Yes. But | amjust saying
that with some experience, you can detect these things.
COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBI ER:  Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: One nore question for
you, sir: \Wat did one of those tanks wei gh, and what

was the weight distribution per square inch?
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HOMRD WLSH RE: | don't renenber those
nunbers. You know, the problem of determ ning and
characterizing the stresses that are inparted by any
kind of a vehicle on a land surface is a very difficult
nmechani cal probl em

And | can say this: Wen conparing Patton's
tank tracks with the '84 tank tracks, and | ooking at
the -- the responses of vegetation and mcrobioty crusts
(phonetic) and so on, that the weight distribution is
| ower for the nodern tanks than it was for the Patton
tanks. Because things are coming back a little faster
It still means decades; but they are com ng back faster
in the younger tracks. | don't renmenber the nunbers.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Thank you.

Madam Chair, | just have one other statenent as
to clarify something that Bill Betterly said, if | may
take the opportunity. | will nmake it short.

Bill had nentioned that in San Bernardino
County, we are blessed with having lots of public |and.
And it provides no income to our county.

That's not conpletely correct. There are a
coupl e of uses. The people that are public |and
ranchers do pay usery taxes to the county. And
bel i eve sone of the mining interests do, as well.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: True. And the city.
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DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: And | just fee
conpelled to add to that that in |ieu of taxes, the
federal governnent contributes about $900, 000 to San
Ber nardi no County, as well.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: CGuess it's ny turn.
have a few coments.

The first one is: | wanted to ask the other
council nmenbers if you have gotten in the mail, like |
have, the BLM s response to this docunent? Does
everybody have that? Okay. Just wanted to nake sure
that you all got a copy, like I did.

Secondl y, you have all been handed out a
report. It's a short report fromJ. Welan and
Associ ates, which is an environmental analysis firmin
San Diego. It's very well known.

These peopl e were comm ssioned by the San Di ego
O f-Road Coalition to take a | ook at this docunent and
respond froma non-enotional, scientific point of view
You can read the coments that they nade on your own.

It takes a different | ook at 300 tons of soi
di spl aced, and that sort of thing. So in the interest
of time, unless anybody wants to go into this docunent,
| don't intend to do it. W do have a gentlenan here,
Scott Mdlloy -- Scott, would you stand up, please?

Scott is with J. Welan and Associ ates. He
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drove all the way up here today to deliver this report
to us and to be on hand if anybody had any questions
about the infornmation that he came up with, with the
anal ysis of his conpany.

M. Spitler, early in this discussion
i ndicated that there is an unbelievabl e nunber of
conflicts on the Pacific Coast Trail with notorized
vehicl es, particularly nmotorcycles.

Didn't | hear that one of the BLM people on the
tour yesterday who had the -- | guess the conservation
peopl e there or whatever? He was asked the question
about conflicts with notorcycles on the Pacific Coast
Trail ?

And he and his wife, |I guess, had hiked the
whol e trail fromone end of the trail to the other
several times. And he is now working on trai
mai nt enance there. And he said as far as he knew, there
was only one little area where notorcycl es even go on
the trail, that he had never had a conflict with
notorcycles? Isn't that -- did anyone el se hear that,
or is that only me? So | don't understand the conflict
on the Pacific Coast Trail

The next thing M. Spitler said was that
relative to the denm se of species, one of the causes, if

not the major one, is off-road vehicles. And that
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guestion came up yesterday in the tour, too, when we
were | ooking at the tortoise habitat.

Specifically relative to the tortoise, |
brought up the point that there -- that there were no
conpari son studies that have been done. In the case of
the tortoise, at a neeting in the BLMoffice in
Ri versi de when we were discussing the NECO plan a few
weeks back -- several of the DAC menbers were there --
they had their tortoi se expert there.

And | specifically asked him you know, what do

you have that shows the relative inpact of the effects

on, in particular, in this case, the tortoise? | nmean,
| said, for exanple, if the raven, that -- they are
being -- the raven is a predator. They are being killed

on the road. They have diseases. And, apparently,
of f-road vehicles kill them

In ny 45 years of riding notorcycles and dune
buggi es and quads and four-wheel drive vehicles, | have
never seen a turtle on the trail that had been -- it had
been crunched. But | guess | haven't been out there
l ong enough. | amonly 65.

Anyhow, | asked about the relative inpact. |
said, what if a study showed that 97 percent of these
tortoi ses were being inpacted by the raven, and only,

over here, maybe 3 percent are really being inmpacted by
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of f-road vehicle use? Does it nake sense to concentrate
on attacking this little part, problem over here, when
the major problemis over there?

The bi ol ogi st responded to ne, well, those are
ridicul ous nunbers. He said, there is no way that 97
percent coul d ever be taken by the raven. He said,
per haps 97 percent are dyi ng because of di seases.

Now, the point still is, you know, we are
risking a lot of problens and a | ot of aninopsity |eading
to bigger efforts on the part of the off-road conmunity
by being attacked on being responsible for the dem se of
species. And there is nothing that shows the relative
i npacts of other things that are inpacting species.

You know, | think we better deterni ne whether
we are really the bad guys, or maybe we are just in the
noi se sonewhere

M. Spitler made a conmment that he likes the
| ands nmanagenent system That was working very well
In his docunent here -- by the way, as is ny custom |
have gone through this docunment and narked it all up
And we coul d spend the next two hours arguing over the
items in here. But | amjust going to take a few that |
think are typical

| mean, he says that he likes the way the range

managenent systemis going. Yet the statement in here
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is made that the BLM has largely failed to make and
enforce of f-road vehicle use designations throughout the
desert. Wiy doesn't it say in here, with the exception
of the management systemthat we | ooked at yesterday?

Rel ative to a couple of comments -- if | could
just sort of zero in on the Al godones Dunes, since
spend quite a bit of tinme there, and | think a |ot of
the other people in this roomdo, also -- | guess |
seriously object to the statement that normal,
| aw abi ding citizens are fearful of using the area.

Sonewhere in here it says -- well, | go out to
t he Al godones Dunes with four generations of famly
nmenbers. | don't know, M. Spitler -- | don't knowif
you have ever canped out there for a weekend. But on a
hol i day weekend, there are probably 20,000 notor hones
in the dune buggy flats area al one.

And these nmotor hones are not occupi ed by
non-law abiding citizens. They are occupi ed by
fam lies. Wen we went to Dove Springs yesterday,
sonebody asked the ranger there about what kind of
peopl e frequent that area? And he says it's 80 percent
famlies.

Yeah, there are sonme probl em el enents out
there. But it's 80 percent fanmilies. And | don't

see -- if you have ever spent any tine at one of our
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of f-road areas, | don't see how you can possibly nake
the statenent that |aw abiding citizens are afraid to go
there.

JIM KENNA:  Could | say sonmething to that?

As a menber of the technical review teamthere,
| amreally proud of the effort that's gone on in that
area to bring a whol e sense of new managenent to the
Al godones Dunes. W have really done the outcry from
t he enthusiast that we needed sone help there. And the
response fromthe OHV division and the bureau was j ust
outstanding in putting it together

But | clearly want to follow up on Roy's deal
If people weren't satisfied with that experience, they
woul dn't cone back year after year after year. If it
was RElI or Starbucks, they would be trying to find
anot her place to do that sanme thing over again, because
of user satisfaction, not trying to do sonething el se.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: Just to close the | oop
is Geg Thompson still here?

Greg, would you say that in your Al godones
Dunes area that |aw abiding citizens are afraid to go
there? |Is that what you are experiencing?

GREG THOWPSON: The dunes is a big area. And
think there are a lot of areas where fanmilies go, have

gone for a long tinme, and canp, and feel good about it.
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There are certain areas, such as Conpetition
Hill, that | think some people steer away fromthese
days, because they are not -- they don't feel like it's
a good place to go any nore.

And working with the TRT and others, we have
been trying to address those areas and nake them a safe
place again. So | think it's hard to make a broad brush
statement about the whole dunes as being either all safe
or all not unsafe.

| mean, | really -- but I, you know, |
recogni ze that where you canp, obviously a |ot of
famlies go there and have been going there and fee
pretty good about it.

PAUL SPITLER: | would just like to nake a
comment that actually that quote that you are referring
to actually was a quote froma BLMreport on the
Al godones Dunes and the issues associated there. So you
shoul d take up issue with the authors of the BLM report.

GREG THOWPSON: | think what that came from was
froma national |aw enforcenent eval uation that was done
a few years ago on a President's Day weekend. And, you
know, that was one of the statements that was in that
report.

Now, does that reflect the whole dunes?

don't think so. But it -- certainly there are sone
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areas in the dunes where there are some concerns.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | think that's a najor
problemw th this report frombeginning to end. It
t akes specific, extreme exanpl es out of context and
nmakes it sound |ike that's what's happening all over.

To say law abiding citizens don't go there is absolutely
absurd.

It makes a statement that the Peirson mlk
vetch plant has, quote, "been driven literally alnost to
extinction by ranmpant off-road travel." You know,
that's -- the current studies are showi ng that the plant
is doing fine even in the areas where off-roading is
al | oned.

| mean, and there is a study going on right now
to determ ne what the inpact is. Wy make a concl usion
before the study is even conpleted just because it
sati sfies your objective?

And, finally, relative to this gas tax study,
M. Spitler indicated the study was done in 1990. In
1990, in my comunity of San Diego, | can load ny dirt
bi ke in the back of nmy pick-up truck and go to at | east
five different areas and ride all afternoon without a
Green Sticker.

And nobody cared about the Green Sticker

program And it's undoubtedly true that 55 percent of
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t he vehicles being ridden off-road in 1990 were
illegal -- were not registered vehicles.

Today, where | live, the kids that have been
riding in the hills behind my house for ten years are
getting busted -- not any nore -- over the last five
years have gotten busted so much that they never ride
behi nd our house. Nobody rides w thout a hel net.
Nobody rides wi thout a green sticker. Nobody rides
wi thout a spark arrester, with certain notable
exceptions, which are pointed out in here.

And | don't know about the rest of you guys.

But when we go out on a weekend and go riding, | don't
see any vehicles without -- shouldn't say "any." |It's
hard to find vehicles out there today -- and it was ny

understanding that that's what this new study is al
about, to determine what the facts really are relative
to how much illegal riding.

Wy woul d you draw t his conclusion in your
report when a study is going on right nowto show just
what those ratios are? | nmean, | don't think that's
fair. And that's all | have to say.

PAUL SPITLER. On the last point, we actually
didn't draw that conclusion. That was a concl usion that
the State of California uses and continues to use today

when they appropriate funding for off-road vehicle use.
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Those are still proportions that are used today, which
is exactly why we advocated a new study be done, and
secured funding to do that.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: But if they are using --
the way they determ ne how nany vehicles there are is
like going to the DW and getting a vehicle count.

If they are using the sane kinds of
appropriation today as they were then, what it neans is,
in those days, they were appropriating funds
incorrectly, because a lot of it was going for illega
activity, where today all that has been converted to
| egal activity. So it's appropriate that the funds that
are being given to us continue to be given.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | think | would like to
take a break now for five mnutes. And we wll
reconvene and continue the council discussion, and then
we will open it to public coment.

(A recess was taken.)

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Let's reassenble. W
are running out of time. And | need to get us all back
to the table so we can continue this discussion.
woul d like to continue the council discussion

But before we do that, | have a coupl e of
housekeeping duties that | need to attend to. Counci

nenbers, please see that you have your travel voucher in
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front of you. And you need to fill that out and get
that back to Doran before you | eave today. So | think,
Doran, you will also need the copy of the -- their
hot el ?

And, also, | need the council menbers to
reconvene to the table i mediately. Because we need to
make sure that we have our next neeting dates confirned
and have a discussion about the agenda itens that we
want to see on that neeting. So please cone back to the
t abl e.

| believe our next neeting is scheduled for
Septenber 6th and 7th in Desert Hot Springs. And
originally, or prior to this nmeeting, we were going to
be di scussing the two big planning efforts, the Northern
and Eastern Col orado Plan and the Northern and Eastern
Moj ave Pl an.

Both of those will be -- the public comment
will have closed. W will be able to have a review, |
beli eve, at least of the NECO | think was the
conm trment, of the public comrent. And the advisory
council at that point can nmake a recomendati on or not.
Anyway, there will be a chance for us to discuss that.

And | am assuming that a simlar scenario wll
be for the Northern and Eastern Mjave.

| see that those two planning efforts wll
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require our full day of session. And so we have two
options here. W have several other agenda itens that
have been suggested, which | think are all great
suggesti ons.

That woul d include the San Bernardi no County
officials relationships with the BLM W al so have the
Fort Irwin Expansion issue. W have geothernal issues
and the Cadiz. Al of those we certainly, you know,
have interest in, | think, as a council

My question to you is: Do you want to spend
another day to hit those; or do you want to postpone
themto another neeting?

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: | would Iike very nuch
that we certainly set the follow ng neeting today, so
that we are always in general scheduling two neetings
ahead. So regardl ess of what we choose to do then, that
we can plan generally five to six nonths in advance.

As far as what we might tal k about at the,
let's say, the second neeting fromnow, which to ne
ought to be around early Novenber, perhaps, | guess the
guesti on woul d center around how we want to handl e the
NEMO docunent ?

And in the case of NECO our thought, which may
not be what everyone wants to do, but | think our

original thought was that we woul d be di scussing that

301



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

docunent in Septenber. Because the BLM woul d have been
able to collate for us the public responses, both verba
and witten.

And we could respond. And it's ny feeling that
in the case of the NEMO docunent, by Septenber, it's
unlikely that the BLM would be able to do that for the
Sept enber neeting.

So if we want to handl e the NEMO document in
the sane fashion as we are proposing to do for NECO it
sounds as though we ought to schedule that for perhaps a
Novemrber neeti ng.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, that sounds good
to ne. So what you are suggesting, Bob, is, one, we set
a date in Novenber sonetinme. Wuld folks like to | ook
at their calendars, and we can start |ooking at possible
times?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: Relative to Bob's
comments, | guess | have a concern about del ayi ng
council input on NEMO until November. That's going to
be a pretty long, you know, dead tinme between the close
of public conmrents and the opportunity for the counci
to comment, which will affect our schedule as well as, |
thi nk, the nomentumthat builds through the public
conment period on the document.

| believe that we can -- | amlooking to the
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managers that are involved in NEMO to bail me out on
this. But | am-- | believe that by the Septenber 7th
neeting, we ought to be able to have the sanme summary of
public coments available to council that we have
committed to do on NECO, as wel |

I think one of the things that we are going to
have to do is structure that discussion a little better
to have sone, you know, objectives up front about what
we intend to get out of it. Both of those are very
t hi ck, conplex docunents. And if we start going page by
page, you know, discussing each concl usion on every
page, it mght take an hour or two.

| guess one of the things that | suggested at
the I ast neeting was the possibility of putting together
a subgroup fromthe council to | ook at each of those
pl ans and come back to the council and report or
sonething like that, so that we can have a little nore
structure in the neeting than say, well, let's talk
about NECO t oday.

Because | don't really think we are going to
have a very productive day if we try to do both plans
with that kind of approach. But, again, like | said,
woul d recomend agai nst deferring the NEMO neeting unti
Novenber .

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Madam Chair, in regards
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to NEMO, one of our |ocal district nanagers has
chal | enged the livestock industry to conme up with an
alternative plan that will address the resource issues
and al so the concerns of the users and permittees.

And we have been in contact, or | have been in
contact, with some specialists in formulating that plan
so it's not just a bunch of junbled, unsubstantiated
i deas.

And given the availability and their schedul es,
what | ambeing told is that they probably won't be able
to give their attention to this project, because of
prior commitnments, until about Septenber.

So if a steering -- if a comittee is needed
for the NEMO plan in regards to renewabl e resources and
grazing issues, | would be happy to be part of that
conmittee or chair it and involve those specialists at
our or ny cost and try to cone up with a plan

But it may be necessary to go to the Novenber
date before we have that plan ready, given the fact that
they won't be able to start until September. | guess |
need to make a notion to that effect, that we extend the
peri od through Novenber. |Is that appropriate?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: If that's -- | guess |
am confused about: Are you saying that you want the

public coment period on the NEMO plan extended? | am
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not sure.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Well, | guess what | am
asking Timis maybe that public period would need to be
extended, so it wasn't stale information, and give
everybody the opportunity.

But | guess what | amsaying in regards to our
el ement of the plan, if you really want expert opinion
and advice involved in the plan in building sonething
that is -- works for the pernmittees as well as the
resource, it doesn't appear a fast track for us at this
| ate date of the gane.

And, unfortunately, | don't think that nost of
t hese people realized this option was available to them
until | questioned MIly about it about a week ago or
ten days ago.

And we have inmmredi ately, you know, made sone
phone calls and had started contacting and trying to put
sonet hing together that will benefit the total resource,
as well as the tortoise, and is something that will work
for the permttees, as well

There has been a | ot of coments about the
environnental commttee, which | believe | ampart of.
And | will say, the uneducated environnental comrunity,
when it comes to the raising of livestock, it would be

di sastrous economcally to any one of those ranchers to
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simply renove those cows froma desert environment and
have to feed | ot them

Anybody that wants to talk about it at |ength,
| could talk about it for about an hour. And we don't
have that nmuch time. | would say it would be
di sastrous. And | think we have sone other options
avail able to us that are much better for the resource as
wel |l as the permttees.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  And - -

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  So | guess | nmde a
noti on.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Coul d you clarify that?

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH: Coul d | suggest that the
notion be clarified to indicate that it's our advice to
the BLM rather than a notion that we are making a
decision in that regard?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  The notion would be for
our advice to be to extend the period on NEMO to
Novenber, and if Timfelt it was better, so that the
public information wasn't as stale, to extend the public
peri od, say, an additional 30 days. That's ny notion.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | guess | am confused
about still -- sorry, | ama little slow here -- but
about the extend -- what was the first thing that you

want ed to extend?
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| thought what we were doing is all public
comment. | nean, basically your group is going to
provide an alternative scenario which would be a public
conment ?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  That woul d be fine. If
we wanted to include all public comrent unti
Novermber -- | think what Ti mwas saying was that we need
the public information prior to this body neeting again
and having an opportunity to reviewit, so they don't
come into it cold.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. Then can | do a
counter -- well, | know you have nade a notion. |Is
there a second?

COUNCIL MEMBER SMTH: | will second it

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Di scussion. Great.

| have a -- actually, | have a suggestion that
wi th the NECO docunent, which we will be discussing in
Septenber, they will -- the BLMw Il be providing the

council with all of the public conment prior to that

neeting, which neans the public comment period will have
cl osed.

And ny suggestion mght be that -- my question
| guess, would be if we have -- don't extend the public

conment period to Novenber, but do it |ike unti

Cct ober, then that would give them an opportunity to
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provi de those same public comrents for our review prior
to the neeting.

And nmy question, is that enough tine for your
proposal -- your public conment to be submtted?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | think that for us to
be prepared, and by November, it will absolutely be a
fast-track, you know, operation. Qur experts won't be
avai l abl e until Septenber to start the work on the
alternative plan.

And there will actually have to be sone
scientific data reviewed and sonme new studi es done.
And, you know, a couple of nonths isn't a whole long --
isn'"t a whole lot of tine. | amtrying to figure out a
way to do it as quickly as possible, but still have a
qual ity docunent, or a quality proposal that can be
consi der ed.

| think it's appropriate that the public
conmment period end the nonth before, but you allowthe
experts to do their job and provide the report, even if
it's a nonth later, so that it's avail able before the
neeti ng.

To tell these guys that are comi ng from other
states that you are only going to have 30 days to
prepare a report or an alternative that has taken the

BLM years, | don't think it's quite fair
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CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  The answer is no then?

AUDI ENCE: Point of order. My we have the
transcriber read the report -- read the notion back, so
t he public knows what you are doi ng?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Sure. Could you make an
attenpt to read the notion?

Wil e you are doing that -- sorry.

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH: Can | make a suggestion
inlight of a further clarification that you really want
to extend the NEMO deadline to October rather than
Noverber, that maybe you just restate the notion, with
t he thought that you are | ooking for a NEMO extension of

time for public comment and then setting a date at which

we will be neeting on it?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | didn't hear the |ast
part.

COUNCI L MEMBER SMTH: | think we are dealing

with two things in the sane nmotion. One is: Wen are

we going to get together to nmeet and deliberate on NEMO?

And then the second is a request by us to the BLMto

extend the public conment period for NEMO into Cctober.
COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Actually, if you are

i ncludi ng our experts' reports and the proposal that we

plan to put together, | believe that we need at |east

t hrough Novenber to do that, in that the experts won't
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even be able to start until Septenber.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: | wonder if there is
sone way to separate what seenms to be two issues here
One is the ending of a public coment period, which we
really haven't even tal ked about too much.

But you seemto want to have an opportunity for
a cattleman's panel to submt an alternative way of
dealing with cattle grazing by Novenber. And it seens
to me that normally -- | nean, as far as | understand
it, the BLMis always open to take commrents.

The question would be: What is the position of
this alternative plan with respect to the draft EIR that
woul d have presunably had cl osed, as far as the public
period is concerned?

You know, maybe Timcould comment on that.
Because | -- as far as | can understand, you are always
open to take informati on and suggestions prior to the
final com ng out.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: There are a |l ot of
nmeans by whi ch we can receive public conment. And, you
know, | appreciate Ron's concern and interest. It
sounds to ne like there is a couple opportunities, ways
we can deal with this here: And what | woul d propose,
if the council is interested in Ron's proposal here, is

that the council comm ssion a TRT that Ron woul d be the
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council representative for.

And what ever experts he nay choose to involve,
you know, conprise that TRT, technical review team for
the reporter, and that that TRT report back to the
council as a whole at the Novenber neeting.

And | believe that since the grazing proposa
is identical in NEMO and NECO, that, you know, whatever
we do, we probably ought to do consistent across the
desert, and that that proposal address, you know, the
grazing aspects of both of those plans.

And we could do that after the public conment
period had closed, if it canme through the council. But
| do think, you know, it would be hel pful for the
council to add to the building sentinent in the public
that we need to extend the coment period on NEMO as
wel I, and you know we will act on that, as well.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Yeah. | guess when we
are tal ki ng about NEMO and VEMO and NECO, as far as
doing alternative studies, they are going to be somewhat
site specific because of the options that are avail able
wi thin those districts.

I do know that we have |ivestock producers from
the West Mjave and the East Mjave that will be
participating in the process with the experts. | would

al so, you know -- | think these alternatives m ght be

311



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

somet hing that can be used in other areas, as well.

But | amnot sure that we have tine, for
exanpl e, on NECO to get the experts down there. | do
know t hat we have |ivestock producers in the East Mjave
and the West Mojave that are willing to participate.

And | think the alternatives are going to be | ooking at
t hose paraneters specifically in the options that are
avai |l able within those.

So in answer to your question, your comment,
yes, the tine extension is needed in both of those areas
to do a good job in conming up with an alternative which
will benefit the resource as a whole as well as
i vestock producers.

So | guess, yes, if you are willing to extend
the -- do we even have a comment period on the West
Moj ave?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: W don't have a
proposal yet.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: And | guess the concept
could be used across the board in the other plans. But
some of the ideas that are being kicked around will have
to deal with resources and assets that are within the
paraneters, so to speak

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: So the notion be an

order then to continue all of that, both of them unti
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a certain given date?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: At | east the |ivestock,
or at least the livestock production elenent, | would
say.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: Any public -- unti
after everything is conplete?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  So your suggestion is
that we extend both of themuntil Novenber?

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: | woul d suggest that.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: That would be fine with

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: We have a notion on
the floor at this particular tine. W either wthdraw
the notion --

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | amw lling to
wi t hdraw t he noti on.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: |Is the second willing
to withdraw?

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH:  Absol utely. Wt hdrawn.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Are you goi ng to nake
the notion, or you want ne to?

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: Go ahead.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | woul d nake the notion
that we advise the district manager, Tim Salt, that an

ext ensi on period on the public conment on both NECO and
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NEMO woul d be appropriate to Novenmber 1st.

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH: | will second that
noti on.

AUDI ENCE: Pl ease repeat the notion.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: The public coment
peri od woul d be extended on NECO and NEMO t o Novenber
1st.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Di scussi on?

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Let's see. W, as |
renmenmber on our |ast neeting, we voted for a NECO
extension. And it was sort of a qualified extension
that was to be for 30 days. And then if the nanager
wi shed to extend it further than that, he could, as |
renenmbered it. Maybe that's why we have apparently a
July 9th date now for NECO

We haven't asked for any extension at this
point for NEMO, which, as | understand it, is July 18th.
Ckay. Let's see. July 18th, August 18th, Septenber
18th, Cctober 18th, and you are sayi ng November 1st
for -- so this is alnmpbst a four-nonth delay for both
pl ans.

So this would be really a six-nonth delay on
nost that we woul d have asked for the NECO and a
four-nmonth delay for the NEMO. And primarily it's to

address a -- because you feel that there hasn't been an
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opportunity for the cattle grazers to cone up with an
al ternate plan.

| guess that's the sense of the notion. To ne,
| think there would be perhaps nore in order -- the
normal sort of extension for this kind of thing is,
wel |, a 60-day, 90-day extension, naybe sonething on
that order. But this does seemlike quite a bit.

Because in order to keep the thing open that
long, it's alnpbst as though the BLM needs to keep
publicizing this thing and nmaking sure that nore
conments come in. It seens too long a period, holding
it open for one specific interest.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | would also like to
make a comment with regard to NECO. | think the grazing
i ssues down there are primarily sheep grazing. And
there is not a lot of allotments down there, one.

And so, you know, ny feeling is that | hate to
see -- | would like to get one of these plans done. And
since that one has had a conment period and evidently,
you know -- so | would like to get one of those plans
done.

The other thing was that the grazing sections
on all of the plans, including the Wst Mjave, which
has yet to be formulated, we had a TRT, including the

cattleman's association that | sat on to cone up with
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t he recomendati ons that we made.

The council passed those recomendati ons. And
those are the things that are incorporated in the plans.
And | appreciate the fact that you are willing to, you
know, go the extra mile and provide nore information.

But those -- you know, we have taken a stab at

it already. So although | don't disagree with an

extension for NEMO, you know, | will be unlikely to
support the -- this nmotion; because | would like to see
NECO out .

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Madam Chair, the reason
t hat NECO was added was because Tim | think, is trying
to keep continuity throughout the Desert Plan, if |
under st ood what he was telling ne correctly.

And in regards to one use, |livestock producers,
I think you missed the intent of what | amtrying to
acconplish. The only livestock grazing operation that
runs well is one that's economcally viable. Wen one
is run well, the resource al so benefits.

We are in the business for the long term |f
we deplete the resource in one year or two years or
three years, we have effected our |ong-term managenent
problem which is what we are trying to correct. What
we are trying to come up with is an alternative that is

better for the environment. It is not only better for
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livestock, but it's better for the resource as a whole.
And | think that can be done.

COUNCI L MEMBER SMTH: | would also like to
address anot her reason for these extensions. | have
attended two public hearings on NEMO, and, of course, we
had our own public hearing on NECO

And ny observation is that the off-hi ghway
vehicle comunity is a very, very large comunity, a
very vital, interested community, and a very
contributing conmunity to the future of the desert, and
that they have shared deep apprehensi ons about the
future of this planning, alnpst to the point of being
paranoi d that the next step after this is to elimnate
t hem

And then along with that, | have seen a | ot of
difficulty expressed by people representing or part of
that conmmunity in obtaining good maps in a way that they
can easily work with them

And | think right now, as it stands, if they
want good maps where they can see the designated routes
and col or coded, they have to go to the main office in
Riverside or to the field office. And there is nothing
really wong with that.

But | think in light of the nature and

i nportance of this community, and | think that when we
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| eave these issues, and these plans are adopted, that we
want to nake sure that this community feels that it was

wel | represented and well listened to. So | would

use -- | personally would feel very strongly that those

are good reasons to request an extension

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ckay. No further
di scussion. Those in favor of supporting the extension
to Novenmber 1st for the Northern and Eastern Col orado
public coment period and the Northern and Eastern
Moj ave coment period, raise your hands.

Opposed?

AUDI ENCE: \What was the count?

AUDI ENCE: Nine to two.

AUDI ENCE: Did sonmebody take a count this tine?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. The notion
passes, nine to --

AUDIENCE: It was ten to two.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ten to two.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  The record will reflect
ten to two, correct, Madam Chair?

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Do you want to phrase
the notion formally, and then say that it passed nmaybe?
O did you do that already? | nmean, | think just to
underline it and then --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Yes. The Desert
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Advi sory Council voted ten to two that we recommend to
the BLM that the public coment period for the Northern
and Eastern Col orado Plan and the Northern and Eastern
Moj ave Pl an be extended to Novenber 1, 2001

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Can we set a second
nmeeting while we are here?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, absolutely.

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: As we nobve to set the
date for the second neeting, if we are going to adhere
to the conmitnment that we made previously about
providing you a sunmary of public comrent, that's going
to take a while.

And so | question whether or not we will be
able to have a -- have that prepared before like the
time everybody wants to go to Thanksgi ving and t hose
ki nds of things. So we are probably | ooking at the
first part of Decemnber.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Well, if that's the
case, then how are people's schedul es for Friday,
Novermber 30th, and Saturday -- that would be the field.
That would be -- | presune we would have a field trip
involved with that. The neeting date woul d be Saturday,
Decenber 1st.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: O whi ch nont h?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Decenber 1st, 2001
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Does that work with a majority of council peoples?
kay. We will set that as our neeting date.

The neeting date, Septenber 6th, with the
formal meeting on the 7th, also stands. And --

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER It's the 14th.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  7th and 8th.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  No. The Decenber
neeting, | think we have agreed that the fornmal neeting
woul d be the 1st. The field neeting would be -- that
falls on Novermber 29th, a Friday, which is Novenber
29th. Saturday is Decenber 1st.

I"msorry. Friday, Decenber 30th.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLI'S: Novenber 30t h.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Decenber -- Novenber.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: Been a | ong day.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Let ne try it one | ast
tinme. Friday, Novenber 30th, and Saturday, Decenber
1st, 2001.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER:  Madam Chair, does
our neeting on Septenber 14th still stand?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | had the neeting as
Friday, Septenber 7th, and the 8th, not the 14th and
15t h.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER:  Sept enber 7t h?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: 7th and 8th, the week
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bef ore.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER:  Yes, on the 7th.
Excuse ne.

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER: Desert Hot Springs.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, | believe that it
does. Because | believe we can cover some of the other
agenda issues that were brought up as itens that needed
to be agendi zed today. And those would include, again
the rel ati onshi p between San Bernardi no County and the
BLM Fort Irwi n expansion, geothernal issues, and Cadi z,
if that's the pleasure of the council

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: As al ways, we want to
try to please the council. But we also like to try to
make the field trip nmeaningful to the meeting on
Saturday. And while we already have all the
arrangenents made at the hotel at Desert Hot Springs,
none of these issues |end thenselves very well to a
field trip out of Desert Hot Springs. So --

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wl |, perhaps we coul d
cancel the field part of it and just have a neeting.
That woul d only take up one day of everyone's tine. And
we coul d arrange for that on Saturday.

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH: Either that, or we m ght
take a field trip into the cattle country and try and

eyebal | what 230 pounds of grass forage is, and what
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that means. And maybe sone of us who are not cattle
peopl e m ght actually understand what's goi ng on
COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Actually, | appreciate

the opportunity to do that. But in Septenmber, you won't

have any grass. By Septenber, you will have the August
rains. And, you know, the cattle will be foraging on
shrubs.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  Madam Chai r, since the
primary topic at that point |I think is going to be
NECO -- that's going to be the plan that's farthest
along -- it seens like it would make sense to neet in
t he NECO area.

Furthernore, we used to have a neeting
scheduled in the El Centro area. Many of these people
have never been down in that area and seen a lot of the
things we are tal king about today. | would like to
propose we neet in El Centro in Septenber. You know, it
will be starting to cool down by then

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: But all of the
arrangenents have al ready been nmade for the neeting in
Desert Hot Springs. And we won't be di scussing NECO
t here, anyway.

From ny understanding, those will be -- there
won't be an opportunity for full public conment to be

col l ected and submitted to the council until our
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December nmeeting. And that's when we will be discussing
NECO and NEMO, was mny under st andi ng.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | would still like to
propose then in Decenber maybe we neet in El Centro. W
are way overdue for a trip down there.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: That's very appropri ate.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Wuld it be possible to
have a field trip of the new NCA in Septenber? That
woul d get us up a little higher in the area there above
Pal m Springs. | know | haven't seen that area. And
that sounds like a pertinent thing to do.

And | am sure there might be some other --
sonet hing around there that can be useful for us to see.
Per haps sonet hing on the Coachella Habitat Plan, as
well. These are things we are going to be dealing with
down the road, to sone degree.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: Certainly, we are
al ways happy to show of f the Santa Rosa Nati ona
Monurment. And while that would be entertaining, it
wouldn't relate to any of those issues. But | think the
suggestion -- | nean, we haven't yet begun to tackle the
Coachel I a Pl an.

So it would be worthwhile to at |east get an
overvi ew of Coachella Plan issues and spend sone tine in

anticipation of the council's involvenent |later on. You
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up for that, JinP

JIM KENNA:  As always, | amat the di sposal of
the council .

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: It's Desert Hot Springs
Septenber 7th and 8th. And we will get an agenda out to
you. If you have, you know, other suggestions after you
| eave this neeting, of course, please contact nme. And
will be nore available, so we can incorporate that. And
then in Decenber, in El Centro, where we will talk about
NECO and NEMO

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: | have one questi on.

We identified through the discussion today -- people
suggest ed four agenda topics: The San Bernardi no
rel ati onships, Fort Irw n expansion, the China Lake
geot hernal issue, and Cadi z.

Sone of them we have di scussed al ready today.
And | just want to nmake sure that whoever suggested
those still feels that based on the discussion we had
today that there is continuing need for all four of
t hose before we try to agendi ze t hem

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON:  On the China Lake
geothernal, | nerely offered to try to coordinate a
briefing on that. It wasn't a recommendation. | am not
quite sure where that came from But if it's of

interest, then | can certainly coordinate a -- sone sort
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of handout or briefing on it.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | think the Cadiz water
proj ect update still holds.
COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: | think Fort Irwin stil

hol ds.
COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH: So does the relationship
to San Bernardino County, particular with | aw

enforcenent ramfications that we have been tal king

about .

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: Ckay.

GREG THOWSON: Madam Chair, at some point, |
would Iike to tal k about the December neeting. | don't

know if this is the point.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Sur e.

GREG THOVWPSON: | realize the council's
interest in holding a neeting in El Centro, because it
has been a while, and there are a nunmber of issues that
woul d be appropriate down there.

| ama little bit concerned right after
Thanksgi vi ng weekend to do that. Because ny staff is
literally working twelve-hour shifts for probably over a
week straight. W wll have worked straight through the
hol i day, through the weekend, and usually use that tine
to try and recover and get better before the next tinme.

So | realize it's really a timng problemfrom
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the council's standpoint. But | think we wouldn't be
able to prepare well for it. So | --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Wbul d an extra week --

GREG THOWPSON: Do the next one, if it's
possi bl e.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: 7th and 8th?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Wel |, yes. | nmean, | am
certainly open to that. Oher people have problens wth
December 7th, Friday, and Decenber 8th, Saturday?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | have a conflict on
the 7th.

COUNCI L MEMBER BETTERLY: That's just a field
trip. You won't have a conflict for --

COUNCI L MEMBER RI STER: W don't have
al l ot ments, anyway.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. Then at the
council's pleasure, we will nove that to accomvpdate --

GREG THOWPSON:  So right now, we are |ooking at
the 7th and 8th?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  OF Decenber.

GREG THOWPSON: Let me ask: |Is the 14th and
15th pushing it too far?

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH:  Yes.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ckay. It's now been

changed. The neeting in El Centro will occur on
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December 7th and 8th covering NECO and NEMO

Thank you.

Now, | would like to turn back to the counci
di scussion on "Of Road to Ruin." Qher conments?

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON: Was there going to
be further comrent?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | wanted to give the
counci|l nmenbers a chance to nake any ot her additiona
comments --

COUNCIL MEMBER MC QUISTON: | will reserve m ne
until the end.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | will open it upto
public coment.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Just one conment and
one request. And it was sonething that we tal ked about
earlier -- was that there has been some concern on
council nmenbers that they are giving of their tine in
hopes of being able to nake a difference. They don't
expect that every suggestion that they make as a counci
wi || be incorporated.

But at |least they would |like to have a response
as to, yes, we are incorporating it, or, no, we are not,
and then this was our reasoning. And | think earlier
t oday, we suggested if we had a response in witing as

to the advice this council gives the district manager

327



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

it might alleviate those feelings. And | personally
think it would be helpful. And I will make that notion.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER:  Second it.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Di scussi on?

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: Is the notion that when
the council passes a particular itemthat -- that we
nmake a reconmendation to the manager, that at sone
point, either before or after the decision is made, that
we always get a witten response with sone -- maybe a
background and a rationale for either making the
decision in our favor or not?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Preferably before the
decision is nade, but yes.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS: | support that. Sounds
like a reasonable thing. And the response would be, |
presune, made to the chairperson and then published to
the council .

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: | think it should be
i ncorporated in the old mnutes or the old business, you
know, what action was taken. So it would show up on our
next agenda if it was appropriate, or the -- whenever
t he deci sion was nade, or right prior to it, the thought
process and whether or not we had an i npact.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: So are you requesting

then that that response be part of the next agenda?
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The mnutes. So it would be added onto the

m nut es?

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: It would just reflect

as action itens and deci sions that have been made,

l'ine.

and a

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. Call for the

vote? Those in favor?
Qpposed?

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH:  Abst ai n.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Did you get a count on

t hat ?

DORAN SANCHEZ: 11 and 1. Well, actually 11

and an abstention.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay. Great.

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLI'S: Coul d you rephrase that

past notion, so that she has it down real good?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Did you get that?

Thank you. 1Is that satisfactory, Bob, that

it's in the mnutes and --

COUNCI L MEMBER ELLIS:  (Noddi ng.)

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Frankly, | don't know

that | could have regurgitated that in an appropri
manner .
kay. Any other discussion on "Of Road

Rui n" by the council nenbers?

ate

to
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COUNCI L MEMBER CASEBIER: | would like to make
a comment.

One of the things that bothers ne about this
entire process -- and | have been watching the process
ever since BLM has been in the resource managenent
business -- is you will sit through a nmeeting like this
and listen to the different sides. And you would think
there is enough common ground that sonething could be
done.

But | would like to say that | think sonething
like this "Of Road to Ruin" doesn't help at all. It's
unpr of essionally done, m sleading in many pl aces, and
it -- all it really acconplishes is to continue the
ant agoni sm t hat exi sts.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her counci
conment ?  Okay.

| am-- finally like to open it up to public
comrent then. And | have a list -- | have forns turned
in. If there is others of you that would like to make
public coment, the forns are back on the back table.
And just bring them up

So |l will start with Douglas Parham | will
put a three-minute limt on this; because we would |ike

to | eave sonetinme this evening.
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PUBLI C COVMENT

DOUGLAS PARHAM | would like to address ny
conment to what M. Casebier just said. And he took a
| ook at the document and said that it doesn't really
hel p. It antagonizes and separates the two sides. And
| certainly do not favor that.

But, on the other hand, one only has to go out
in the desert a fewmles to see undeni able effects to
t he habitat of precious creatures done by vehicles. And
I think the reason why | amhere and |I think the reason
why the publication was witten in the first place is to
try to figure out how that can be controlled, how that
can be nitigated, how we can protect creatures and still
have our desert open for public access.

Peopl e that want to use the desert for whatever
are asking for the freedomto have access. The ot her
folks like nyself are wanting the freedomto protect
endanger ed species. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Scott Mol 1oy, followed
by Mari e Brashear.

SCOTIT MOLLOY: My nane is Scott Mlloy. | am
with J. Welan and Associates. W represent --

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You wi Il need to speak
into the mc.

SCOTT MOLLOY: We represent | and owners,
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envi ronnent al organi zati ons, people in the governnent
sector, and just a broad range of issues dealing with
the environment, |and use, and even issues |ike off-road
vehi cl e use

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: It may help if you tilt
the mic alittle bit.

SCOTT MOLLOY: Ckay. We were asked to review
t he docunent by the -- by the San Di ego O f - Road
Coalition. And you have our letter. Al of you should
have a copy of our letter.

| don't really need to go through some of the
statenents that we found in the docurment that seened
al nost outlandish. But in any event, | think -- Dennis,
you put it best. It only creates a wi der gap between
the off-road vehicle community and the environnenta
conmuni ty and ot her recreationists.

The majority of users are |law abiding. They do
ride on existing trails and designated areas. They do
not litter or commit crimes. This report essentially
tried to cast all of themas just the opposite.

| think it's -- it's really inportant to, when
you review a docunent like this -- many of you realize
it doesn't have a lot of relevance. But you cannot cone
to valid conclusions with false prenmises. And that's

the bottomline. Even if the conclusion actually has
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the renote chance of being true, with a false prenise,
there is no validity to the conclusion. So you should
not make reconmendati ons based on that. That's all |
have to say. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Marie Brashear, followed
by John Borchnman.

MARI E BRASHEAR: Hello. | am Marie Brashear

I aminvolved in too nany organi zati ons to enunerate.

| came to urge -- actually, | cane to put it on
record. In April sonetinme, the NEMO plan was rel eased
to the public. | attended the scoping hearings on the
NEMO plan. | prior served on the California Desert
Advi sory Conmittee for a little over eight years. | am
wel | known. M address is in, | think, everybody's
file.

| sent an E-mail to Tim Read saying, | think
there m ght be a NEMO plan out. | have heard there is.

He had Edy E-nmail ne. She said, oops, nade a m st ake.
Yes. We didn't mail you one. Sending you one today.
That was t hree weeks ago.

| have since E-mail ed her again, saying: Were
is my plan? | checked the nmail Friday before | came up
here. | still have no NEMO pl an

So | woul d suggest that based upon the fact

that | will be commenting on the NEMO plan that an
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extension is probably in order. O you will be in
court. | did not get it. It is alnpst two nonths since
it cane out. And so | think maybe Novenber 1st is
probably a pretty good idea.

I have a couple of other points | just wanted
to make in passing. But that's why | really canme was to
get that on record.

We were talking a | ot about |aw enforcenent
earlier today. | don't know how nmany of you guys know,
but approxi mately 80 percent of our current |aw
enforcenent in the BLMis being paid for by the Drug
Enf orcenent Administration. They have first call on our
rangers.

Resources are not being protected. Because we
get to send folks off to Santa Barbara to do a drug bust
here and off to Stanislaus to do one there, and off to
hither and yon to do the DEA bidding. | amnot rea
sure that if we got 27 nore rangers fromthe OHV
conmittee, unless there was sone specific |anguage that
sai d, they don't go anywhere, they stay in the CDCA
they enforce the laws in the CDCA, it would do you any
good.

| have anot her point here. Barstowto-Vegas
was nentioned earlier. Tests were done on the soils.

M. WIlshire said they didn't test in the washes. They
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only tested up on the alluvial fan. And there was
conpacti on.

I don't know how many of you know that the
starting area for the Barstowto-Vegas was a tank
mar shal | i ng area, expected to be conpacted. And those
areas not in washes were on roads, also expected to be
conpacted. So naybe none of those surveys had any
val i dity what soever.

Thirdly, sone of you may have not grown up on
farms. W happened to have turkeys, chickens, a whole
ot of other things where | grew up. And if you conpact
animals in a chicken yard, you are not going to have
anything growing in that chicken yard.

If you let themrange freely, you will have
good things growi ng everywhere. You put up a fence here
to protect this little rose and that over there to
protect sonething else. But you allowthemto disburse
your yard is not damaged.

If you confine people -- and that's what we are
tal king about. W have lost mllions and mllions and
mllions of acres of access -- Granmham was right about
that -- since 1976. And now what we have left is tiny
little pieces here, there, and everywhere, which the
world is fighting over. That is another comm tnent that

hasn't been kept. Those are just sone flaws that |
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t hought | would share with you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  John Bor chman f ol | owed
by Vicky Warren.

JOHN BORCHVAN: My name is John Borchman. |
don't have a whole lot to say. But this was divisive
stuff, the report. And if it was submtted to an
architect, he would say: Please revise and resubmt
this report. That's all

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Vi cky Warren will be
foll owed by Ron Schiller.

VI CKY WARREN: | have sone very specific
questions. Were did he go? ©Ch, there he is.

You nentioned that sone of these -- sone of the
damage to sone of the soils were irreversible. | read
your report. | have to admt that there were tines that
| didn't go front to back. But | read quite a bit of
it.

Can you specify your studies that indicate any
of it that you found is irreversible? | need proof.

You put sonething out like this. Let nme back up just a
m nut e.

The words that Ji m Bramham used, he said that
"propaganda" was too harsh a word. It's too soft a
word. That's what this is for. That's fine. That's

what you got fromit. But your credibility is being
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damaged by throwi ng these things out wthout proof. Can
you specify?

PAUL SPI TLER. Madam Chai rnan, do | respond?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Per haps you can talk to
hi m

VI CKY WARREN: Sone of this public comrent |
want on the record. We will talk |ater about that. Let
nme get a couple other things then.

That's fine. Your specific proof of damage is
what | was looking at. You said that you have that for
t he Al godones, too. So we will have to talk later. And
| want to make a point --

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ms. Warren, can you
speak into the mic, so everyone can hear you, please?
Thank you.

VI CKY WARREN: Wen you take 50 percent of
sonebody's riding area away, and you put themall into a
little tiny area -- actually, the plaintiffs are what
caused the inpacts on that land. They should really
tal k about that anmpngst thensel ves.

We only have 5 percent now. Your -- you have
said that in your report. W have said that all over
this day. 5 percent is all we have got left. Wen is
that going to be enough? 3 percent, 2 percent, 1

percent, zero? Wen is that going to be enough?
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5 percent is all we have got. You have got 95
percent to do your wal king and everything else. W
don't want to give up the last little bit. And the
rest, | will talk to himnyself.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ron Schiller will be
foll owed by Jim MGarvie

RON SCHILLER: | would like to thank you for
i ndul gi ng ne again, the opportunity to be at the mc
First, | would like to thank M. Roy Denner and M. Jim
Bramham for facing this head on and bringing it out in
the open and bringing it to a discussion

I think that's inportant. Rather than ignore
and avoid the issues, | think this is good. | ama
little concerned with the way the report was brought
about, in that M. Spitler's organization of which he
heads and his position on the OHV Conmi ssion causes ne
great concerns and maybe a littl e enbarrassnent.
Because of this situation, it nmakes ne question the
sincerity of his participation in the OHvV Conmm ssi on

I would |ike to address sonething that was said
earlier today in the -- in the neeting here, when
M. Patterson indicated that we had a | ot of common
ground. | would |like to go on the record as stating
t hat al t hough we probably have some comron ground in the

areas of -- the areas where we are -- share a great
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concern over the resources, the wildlife, and the
natural -- and the caring for public land, | would like
to stress there is a difference.

And the difference is how we perceive the
deci si ons should be made. | believe, and advocate
constantly, everybody's right to participate in the
public process. That provides the best nmanagenent plan
even though you have to listen to a I ot of opinions that

you mmy not agree to.

That's going to be for the best -- the best
option we have. | ama strong advocate for everyone's
participation. It appears that M. Patterson's

organi zation believes that we should take the situation
to the court.

The problemw th taking the situation to the
court is, it robs us all of the opportunity to
participate. It only allows participation by those
weal t hy enough to be able to participate in the court
system which is a very expensive process.

It also diverts the focus of the agency from
resource managenent to litigation and robs them of
preci ous funding that we need to be used for the
managenent of public land. And the personnel resources
that's needed, as well, are misdirected toward the

lawsuit -- to any litigation. So | just wanted to make
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that clarification before we ended. And thank you very
nmuch.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ji m McGar vi e.

AUDI ENCE: He is gone.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Leon Fontaine. Leon
will be foll owed by Robert Strub.

LEON FONTAI NE: Thank you. This has been a
very educational day. | live in the Tehachapi area; so
| get to enjoy the desert. And | just appreciate the
fact that you all are here and accepting public

coments.

And | woul d echo what M. Schiller said, public

comments help us all nmake a better informed deci sion.
think the lesson | have | earned today is that we all
need to | obby our Congress people to get the support
that the BLMtruly needs to get this job done. So |
certainly hope that other people will do that, too.
Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Robert Strub will be
followed by John -- | will nassacre this -- Dalgleish.

ROBERT STRUB: Is this the comrent period
that's on the agenda, or is this --

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Yes, it is.

ROBERT STRUB: It is. Gkay. M nanme is Bob

Strub, S-t-r-u-b. And | amwth the Searles Valley
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Muni ci pal Advi sory Council and specifically on the Lands
Conmittee. And what | wish to address here i s H ghway
178.

| have tried to raise it into NEMO, the Navy,
VEMO, the Arnmy. They say, this is the inproper venue.
Cone to these people. And so here | am Hopefully, you
can hel p ne.

H ghway 178 stops at the Trona Pinnacles. It
starts up agai n thereabouts around Shoshone. And if you
| ook at Death Valley, and you drive through it, and you
are driving north, you will notice there is a shortage
of routes that are paved that go to the |left towards
California that has a bigger popul ation than Nevada.

Nevada has a smaller popul ation than
California. And yet it has four tines as many paved
routes going into Nevada. | think we need some routes
going into California. One nore. And | would like to
see 178, which has been on the books since Wrld VWar 11
to be that item one route additional

Now, if you look -- | would like it be fit for
commercial traffic, too. |If you ook at a map -- | have
a Triple A map here of southern California. And you
|l ook at the map. Here is H ghway 15. And let's define
what a comrercial route is, just -- it's a route that

comrerci al trucks use and feel safe on
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Now, if you go north around 400 miles, you are
off this map. Because they don't |ike Route 6, and they
don't like the route that goes through Stovepi pe Vel ls.
They are too steep.

You have to go all the way up to Lake Tahoe in
order to get a satisfactory comrercial route going
through fromeast to west. That's too far. That's too
much di stance. And it inpacts us.

Now, the price of gas has gone up. The price

of a man hour has not gone up recently as nmuch as the
price of gas. So now comi ng down the 395 through the
pristine areas there that everybody |ikes to see, scenic
driving -- they are expanding the 395 to two | anes.
They are getting a lot nore traffic. People aren't
goi ng over the passes in their big trucks any nore;
because the cost of fuel makes it inproper for them
It's an economni ¢ deci sion.

W would like to see it going through either
Navy property, park property; but we would like it to be
a |l ow commercial grade pass without all the steepness.
And we would like it to be safe.

So what are we tal ki ng about here? W are
tal king about 45 niles as the bird flies. The cost
benefit on an increnental scale is trenmendous. And |

think it's worth pursuing and studying. Thank you.
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CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  John Dal gl ei sh

JOHN DALGLEI SH: It's Dal gl ei sh,
D-a-1-g-1-e-i-s-h, for the record.

| have some questions for M. Spitler. | can
read themall right now |If you could respond to them
either later on in a comrent period or however is best
for the council.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Actual ly --

JOHN DALGLEI SH: These were conments that he
made during his presentation.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Actual Iy, the conment
period is for any coments that you would |ike to nmake
to the council thenmselves. And if you have comments for
M. Spitler, you can do that --

JOHN DALGLEI SH: | had one nore for you, also
The Peirson mlk vetch also grows in Mexico. It's
not -- the Al godones Dunes, at least in California, is
not the only place that the PW grows. |t does grow in
Mexi co, and it also grows in the closed area north of
78. So the area that was open to us up until | ast
Novermber is not the only place that the Peirson mlk
vetch does Iive.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | appreci ate that
clarification. And | hope | didn't nislead you. | was

tal ki ng about the Al godones Dunes as a whol e ecosystem
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island there. | definitely agree.

JOHN DALGLEI SH:  Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Marty Koppel, followed
by Dana Sunki nat .

MARTY KOPPEL: Marty Koppel speaking as a
private citizen, addressing Roy's concerns and proposing
a sol ution.

The primary reason of degradation for the
desert tortoise in the California City area is not
of f-road activity, of which we have a lot. It is the
upper respiratory tract di sease which is exacerbated by
| ack of adequate mpisture and food source.

It is raven predatation. The ravens have
i ncreased over 15 tines. The ravens like to eat the
eggs of the desert tortoise; because it has got a |lot of
nutrient in there. They like to eat the desert
tortoise. |If the desert tortoise is too hig, they peck
out his eyes in order to try to get a handle on him So
we have got a lot of tortoises running around there
bl'i nd.

And, three, the reduction of water availability
in the last 50 years. There is not as nuch water out
there as there used to be. It's not hard to procreate
desert tortoises. Anyone who sells tortoises at a

carnival or fair knows that. Any illegal backyard owner
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knows that.

They procreate like little piggies. Wy then
has the popul ation of the desert tortoise natural area
in California City decreased by 90 percent since the
i nception of the desert tortoise natural area in 19727

In fact, | have to ask: How has the desert
tortoi se hol ocaust allowed to happen? Were was the
concern and the oversight? M suggestion is and wl|
continue to be to turn the desert tortoise natural area
and other areas and species into species-friendly
preserves.

Enough of the technical munbo-junbo. These
animals are no different than any others. They need
proper subsistence to survive. The idea of |eaving them
out there dehydrating and starving is not just
ridiculous, it's cruel to the extreme. |It's as cruel as
t he human hol ocaust was to hunmans.

How many mllions of tax dollars have we wasted
on this failed strategy with virtually no results? It's
time to do as they do in Africa or with other species in
this country. It's tine to change California City
desert tortoise natural area and other such areas into
species-friendly preserves where at |east the hol ocaust
survivors can be relieved of the starvation and

dehydration. |It's tinme to do what's right by these
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ani mal s as caring human bei ngs.

It's time to see sone real good done for our
taxpayer dollars. | expect to see sone recognition of
these ideas fromthe Wst Mjave Plan and with the Fort
Irwin mtigation funds. The noney is there. Use it
beneficially for the species. Do it quickly while there
are enough survivors to do so.

Now, one last frustration. For those people
fromthe L. A basin or other areas that believe we
| ocal s of east Kern County don't care or don't try to
protect our environment, hear mny frustration that |
cannot get the BLMor Fish and Wldlife or seenm ngly
anyone else to help with these animals.

kay. That's that. Now, let nme go back to --
fromthe buying of private property to -- that could be
used for off-road activities with the Green Sticker
funds, buying such properties would help elimnate
private property trespass and liability to private

property owners, of which |I am one.

Regardi ng off-road -- off-road and horse trai
m xture -- | used to ride horses a little bit. And
unfortunately | have had -- whenever one of these fast

novi ng, usually noisy vehicles would cone too close to
the horse, they would get a bit antsy. And sometines --

one of ny friends al nbst had a serious situation
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I woul d suggest that somehow, if there is going
to be the two activities, that you keep t hem sonewhat

separated for the safety of the horse riders. Thank

you.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  Madam Chai rman, coul d
conment on that, please? | have a question to direct to
Tim Sal t

Has anyone ever |ooked into that concept? |
al ways thought it would be a great idea to put the
tortoises in a preserve area and nmake sure that they
have plenty of nutrients and medi ci ne and research or
what ever to help themmultiply. Has that concept been
consi dered?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: There is -- there is
sone research bei ng done on head starting and sone of
t hose kinds of things. As far as putting themin a
controlled environment, | amnot aware of anything |ike
t hat .

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: |s there any
environnental constraints or |law that would prevent that
from happening? | nean, if | decided | wanted to start
a programlike that, could | go out there and coll ect
turtles and do it?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: No, you could not. |

nean, | think in a controlled situation, you know, with
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the right agencies involved, those kinds of things could
happen. And | think one of the things we have | ooked at
as part of the Fort Irwin situation and part of the West
Moj ave situation is that we don't want to | eave any

st one unt ur ned.

But | think to expect that a head starting
programor anything like that is going to be the
solution, you know, is probably overly optinmstic. |
think we need to ook in terms of those kinds of things
as being part of the solution. But as we tal ked about
yesterday on the field trip, | think it's going to take,
you know, a conbination of a ot of things to get
t hi ngs, you know, where they need to be to ensure
recovery.

One of the big concerns with the head starting
programis, if you head start healthy tortoises and put
t hem back into an environment where there is stil
di sease, you haven't really acconplished much. So the
concern is, you know, where do you put those tortoises
after you head start then?

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER: | agree with you. | am
not suggesting it could be the whole solution. But
certainly, just like we are |ooking at elimnating the
i npact fromthe OHV vehicles -- you know, | am surprised

t hat sonmebody hasn't |ooked into that. You know, |
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don't know how t he ot her council nenbers feel

But | would be interested in hearing from your
desert tortoise person, you know, maybe on the next
agenda or sonething, what would be the ranifications of
havi ng sonme kind of a breeding farmlike that?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: As part of the -- this
is an area where Senator Feinstein has a | ot of
interest. And as part of the legislation, the Fort
I rwi n expansion | egislation, there was identification of
need for sone research areas within -- you know,
adj acent to the expansion area where these kinds of
research projects could be done. So, you know, there is
an interest in that. But, again, it's the silver bullet
that nowis only part of the solution.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER: Tim you can't get rid
of the mic that quick. Actually, what | -- a small
period of time, and I will nmake this as short as
possible -- is if this is a tortoise trend, to pass
di sease to other tortoises -- and we are out there and
we are doing surveys right now, and we are checking the
health of these tortoises -- have any thoughts been
given to identifying infected tortoi ses and maybe
renoving themfromthe tortoise population in order to
contain and test and treat and maybe do sonmething that's

of benefit? But if we know we have an infected
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tortoise, are we just leaving it?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: | amnot aware of any
program of that nature or any -- that any consideration
has been given to that.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | still have a stack of
cards here.

We appreciate you waiting. You have been
waiting a long tine. Dana Sunkinmat, followed by Julie
Cot t on.

DANA SUNKI MAT:  First, | would really like to
say thanks to the council and to Hector and Steve from
the Ridgecrest office for letting the SCA crew
participate in the trip yesterday and this neeting
today. |It's really interesting and educational for
us -- or for nme, at least. | amsure that the crew
feels the same. So, thanks. That was really great. W
had a really great tine.

And nmy conment is about the "Of Road to Ruin."
The tanks, about the tank tracks, | would just like to
say that | amout there. And we see all the tracks of
not orcycl es and what have you. And whether it's one
track or 5,000 tracks, the sane thing. Going over that,
it still makes an i npact.

And | think that from what we were doing, that

any inpact, even foot tracks, are detrimental to the
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environnent. And everyone should tread lightly. And,
yeah, it's really bad.

So, | don't think it really natters --

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER:  Coul d you repeat
the statenent again for the benefit of the audi ence? W
can hear you just fine. But you just nade a profound
statenent. And for the benefit --

AUDI ENCE: | f she uses that mcrophone, we can
hear everybody. Use that one over there.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: Speak real close to
it. And repeat your |ast statenent.

DANA SUNKI MAT: | was just saying that | think
that any inpact is detrinental to the environnent,
whet her it's notorcycles or tanks or foot tracks. It's
all really, really bad. And we should all be really
careful with that, | think.

It doesn't really matter what they wite in the
book. Because it's all a really bad, detrinmental thing
to the environnent. That's all | wanted to say. Thank
you.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER: Thank you. Did
everyone in the audi ence hear that statement? Can |
have a show of hands in the back? Okay. That's al
| --

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: That's not hooked up
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The only nicrophones that are hooked up are the two in
the front.

JULIE COTTON: | will try to speak |oudly.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Okay. Julie will be
foll oned by Karen Schanbach.

JULIE COTTON: That's okay. The next person
will just have to put it back up

| amwith the SCA crew, also. And we do a |ot
of footwork, of course, out there. And | wanted to
address Ms. Davis about her coment on backpacki ng. O
course, everything | eaves an inpact.

But | would like to say that the people who are
backpacki ng do nake an extrene effort to keep the | and
clean. Personally, we don't even apple seed out there.
And we see nost of the trash that's out there in
canpfires being beer cans and toilet seats and wood t hat
was | eft out there from people who aren't car canping.
And that's where the najor inpact goes. |If you are
backpacki ng, you don't want to carry a six pack of
Budwei ser, trust ne.

Conpaction in the washes, we are out there
digging with Pickmatics. And | can assure you that
there is conpaction in many of the washes where we see
several tracks. And that's just my personal experience.

I don't have any scientific evidence to give you. Just
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the blisters on ny hands.

We see turtles in the trails that we are
driving on that are BLMroads. W have seen four thus
far. |If we hadn't have stopped and |l et them cross, we
woul d have run over them |If you are going at a quick
speed, you m ght not have seen them

So | do want to tell people that it is
i mportant to be careful out there. And even if you
haven't run across any yet -- | hope you don't.

| was di sappoi nted yesterday to hear the many
problems with the research in the areas. And | would
like to commend the EIl Centro district for starting
early and getting research done before it's too late to
rescue the population. That's really inportant. |
studied a | ot about biodiversity while | was in school
And it's essential to start before it's too late.

Finally, I would like to say a little bit about
search and rescue. W were in El Centro. W saw
illegal aliens. And we saw a |ot of border patrol. And
they are able to go anywhere they want. They have free
rei gn down there right now, which is disappointing when
we see themdrive over our trails.

However, they do have the capability to do
search and rescue. Wen they are out there, they also

have people drop everything they are carrying in the
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m ddl e of the wilderness areas. So if you want to talk
about litter and you want to tal k about tracks in the

wi | derness, you night want to discuss it with that part
of the government, also. | think that's it. Thank you.

COUNCI L MEMBER MC QUI STON: Madam Chair, | was
going to request to do ny conments at the end of the
public period. But |I have got a civic event that | have
to be at at 6:30. So with your indulgence and with
those that are waiting -- on this matter of the
of f-highway to ruin -- "OFf Road to Ruin" report, there
are a couple of comrents | would |like to nake.

And just right off the top -- and I will put on
ny hat as |ocal governnent here. | heard in the report
itself, and | heard in the response to the report, that
in sone areas there is comobn ground.

Just as a matter of practicality, where there
is consensus, this group should nove forward on that
consensus, period, and in whatever nethod we do, writing
letters, dealing with our local elected officials, or
what ever. \Where we can agree, we should agree. And
then we shoul d put together sone action to reinforce
t hat .

| also want to say, just as a matter of
practicality, anywhere there is human activity, there is

going to be sone anmpunt of damage. The FLPMA
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anticipated that, it provided for it, and even mandated
that a part of the plan is recreational use and for
public access for that.

The issue is a matter of degree. There sinmply
is going to be some damage sinply because if there is
access, there is -- | would even go so far as to say
that even if we | ooked at who we typically classify as
the greatest stewards of the environnment, the Anerican
I ndi an, there was damage there.

I would subnit they cut down trees, they damred
rivers, they took each other as slaves, they killed
animal s, and they didn't always bring out of the woods
what they took in. There is sinply going to be sone
di st urbance.

And what is reasonable? And that's where
conpeting interests can disagree on that.

On the issue of |aw enforcenent, at |east from
Kern County's perspective, we are proactive. W just
submtted for some grants to get vehicles and apply | aw
enforcenent. And the focus is: There does need to be
enforcenent. W do a lot of education. W did it with
the jet skis in Lake Isabella. And we go out and do a
| ot of education on that.

But | have to tell you, if we had not had the

dollars to be proactive in that effort, we would never
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have supported curtailing access to the |and, because of
t hat .

That's a shotgun solution to a .22 problem
Regretfully, in government, because there is a few
peopl e who are irresponsible, we make rul es that affect
even the responsible to try to deal with the
unr esponsi bl e.

And in terms of |aw enforcenent, the public
access to the public lands, these routes, it should not
be a determi nant -- |aw enforcenent staffing standards
shoul d not be determi native. |If the H ghway Patro
staffing standards go down, nobody in this room woul d
accept Interstate 15 being closed because we just don't
have enough police officers to patrol it. [It's not an
option.

You know, public access to public |lands should
not be driven by staffing levels. Because | can tel
you, froma county perspective, when we are talking
about | aw enforcenent, you can't hire enough policenen
to elimnate crine. It sinmply isn't doable.

You could hire a lot of |aw enforcenent people;
and there would still be infractions. | think the key
is learning how to do better with what we have got. |
heard sone really interesting comrents today about,

i nstead of a hundred dollar fine or a $500 fine, there
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is probably -- maybe you take a class. Maybe you go out
in the desert as a public service or conmunity service

and renedi ate what sonebody Iike you did that danaged

somet hi ng.

| think there is probably other alternatives.
But | just wanted to touch on that |aw enforcement part
of it. | do appreciate everyone -- the comments that we

have heard. But | do think froma |local governnent and
as a person who represents a large part of the
conservation area, that public access to lands is

i mportant.

Certainly, we want to be good stewards.
Certainly, where there is infractions, we need to work
on the law enforcenment. But | don't think limting
activity is the best or highest way to do that. Wth
that -- if | talked any longer, | would be ranbling.
And | have ranbl ed | ong enough. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  You know, actually,
John, before you go, that talk just sort of inspired ne
to, you know -- | think you are saying we do have combn
ground here -- that | think the BLM should -- conmon
ground from everyone's perspective that the BLM shoul d
pur sue.

And | would actually like to nake a notion

al ong those lines in support of the BLMs efforts to
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address sonme of the problenms that we saw out in the
areas that we took field tours, as well as other places,
t hrough acquiring funding, and show the council's
support for those sort of actions.

COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH. | second the notion.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Di scussi on?

COUNCI L MEMBER REDDY: | guess we have changed
the rules. | would just like to suggest that in the
past when we went to public coment, we took public
comment .

And now we are degenerating into counci
di scussion and council motion. And | suggest that the
public has sat out here all day |ong, that we defer any
nore di scussion and let the public make their coments.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | think that's a
valid -- definitely a valid observation. | guess ny
concern is that if the elected officials both | eave, we
can't do any busi ness.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Just one word. | think
it's public cooment. And | don't believe we will get
through that. Wally has inforned me that he needs to
get out of here, as well.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: We can still take public
conment, we just can't nmake any notions, is the way that

| understand how this works.
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COUNCI L MEMBER SM TH: There has to be a
guorum Wiy don't you call for the question?

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Cal | for the notion.
Those in favor?

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  What about di scussion
of the notion? Because | don't understand it. What
does the notion nmean?

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: The notion -- my notion
is meant to show -- to support the BLMin continuing
their efforts to acquire funding to address probl ens
that we have seen on the ground and try to inprove those
pr obl ens.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER  That's ki nd of
difficult. Because what m ght be a problemto you m ght
not be a problemto nme. | don't see how you can nmake a
broad notion regardi ng problenms unl ess you enunerate
what those problens are. So | don't know -- | can't
support that broad of a notion.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Madam Chair, | have the
sanme concern, is that the notion is awfully broad. |
woul d I'ike to support you in the notion; but | don't
know that -- | think that's awfully general in nature.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Ckay. In light of the
public coment period, | don't want to waste any nore

time with that. So | would like to withdraw the notion
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t hen.

W will continue on with public coment. Karen
Schanbach, followed by Stan Haye.

AUDI ENCE: Karen is gone.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: St an Haye, foll owed by
Jeanni e Haye.

COUNCI L MEMBER LEI MGRUBER:  As t he audi ence
cones to the podium | do want to thank each and every
one for attending. Your public comments are
appreciated. Due to the distance of travel, it is
i nperative that sone of us |leave. And these conments
will be noted, and we will get themto the respective
departnments of the BLM  Thank you.

STAN HAYE: M nane is Stan Haye. Am | close
enough to this thing?

My nane is Stan Haye. And | -- | would first
l'i ke to thank Hector Villalobos and Steve Smith and al
the other BLM staff. | thought that was a great tour
And you guys can see some of the probl ens.

Is that cl ose enough? Now | hear it.

As | said, | would like to thank Steve Smith
and Hector Villalobos and all the BLM Ri dgecrest staff
here for a great tour. And you people could see the
probl ems out on the ground.

I amvery sorry that you had this discussion on
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the Road to Ruin. | don't think that was an appropriate
subj ect for discussion. | think the discussion was
entirely because there are certain people on this
conmittee that don't like what it says. And maybe the
truth hurts.

And | would also Iike to sonetinme see a
di scussion on the docunents saying OHVs are good for the
| and, and there ought to be a |lot nore of themout there
to help the environnent. |f there is such a docunent, |
certainly would like to see you people discuss it.

Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Jeanni e Haye, followed
by Howard W | shire.

JEANNI E HAYE: | am Jeannie Haye. And | think
we all love the desert, or we wouldn't still be here.
And | think that the changes that | have seen happen in
the desert are increnental. | know that from what |
observe and al so from what biol ogical and ot her
scientists tell ne.

VWhat worries ne is, if things are increnental,
how are we going to know when we have gone one increnent
too far? Wen does the desert stop being the desert
that we |l ove and care about?

If the tortoises die out, do we still |ove the

desert? Probably a |ot of people would. [If the
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creosote bushes die out, would that be the same? |
think that would start to be somewhat different.

| believe as far as human inpact goes, if we
don't know where these final increnents are, that we
have to err on the side of caution. | have been told
that | am cautious conpared to the way a | ot of people
| ook at things. But if we are not cautious and we
over-step, we can't go back.

| thank the BLM for the work they are doing to
hel p us figure out where over-stepping is and to obey
the laws to the best of their ability that intend to
hel p us know these things. And | thank the BLM for
being here and putting up with all they do. Thank you
very nmuch.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Howard W shire.

AUDI ENCE:  CGone.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Mary Ann Henry. Mary
Ann Henry will be followed by Sophia Merk.

MARY ANN HENRY: | have |lived on the upper
Moj ave desert 54 years. | have been a nenber of the
Ri dgecrest Resource Area Steering Conmittee for seven
years, representing the California Native Plant Society.
| defend the plants, the bottom of the food chain.

I am a volunteer staff nmenber for the Sand

Canyon Environnmental Education Program And |
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under stand that sonebody spoke for SCEEP yesterday.

| support the | eadership of our resource area
manager, Hector Villal obos, and Tim Salt, district
manager. These managers of the arid |l ands are given a
rough time to do the job as decreed by our |aws, agreed
to by all citizens of the United States.

They must al so nmanage for sustained yield of
the biol ogy of our |ands. The OHV community was
publicly told during one of their noisy sessions in
Ri dgecrest they | ack the basic know edge of science and
thus were not qualified to nake deci si ons about | and
nmanagenent .

| support Hector, Tim and BLMfor their
current phil osophy of |and managenent on the desert. It
was not always in this way.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Sophi a Merk, followed --
after Sophia, Mark Harmns.

SOPHI A MERK: My nane is Sophia Merk. Most
peopl e call me Sam

| just want to make a couple najor points. The
nonent a vehicle | eaves the paved rode, it automatically
becomes an off-road vehicle. Wen | took ny father out
a couple years ago, and -- he wanted to go out and see
the flowers. | took himin a Canry, which is not really

classified as an off-road vehicle.
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He wanted to see the flowers just once nore
before he died. | took himout there. W were an
of f-road vehicle. There are handi capped people. There
are elderly people that have a hard tine getting out to
the desert to see sone of those areas.

We need to have a way to be able to do that.
These people love the area, also. | can walk. But sone
of these peopl e need help. Another person -- other
peopl e that go out to the desert quite a bit are people
t hat have private |ands.

And on the newest maps that are coni ng out
under NEMO and VWEMO, the two-and-a-half-acre parcels are
not showi ng up on the WEMO plans. So sone of those
roads that go to private property, people do not have --
t he access roads are not being shown up. There is a
couple instances -- BLMis aware of it. But it's going
to take a little while to get up the food chain in
regards to that.

Yes, there are sone parallel routes that need
to be taken off. And a lot of that cones back to
mai nt enance of roads. There is truly a |lot of conmon
ground that can be done. But it goes back to
responsi ble nmonitoring. It goes back to responsible
caring for the government.

BLMis charged with a lot of things. They do
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not have adequate funding to do a ot of the things that
they need to do. And the funding that they do get needs
to go into the area that is being used the nost

ext ensi vel y.

There has got to be a standardization of
met hodol ogy. And, yes, fines should be inposed where it
shoul d be necessary for irresponsible off-road users.
However, | do like McQuiston's idea of using -- | am
scranbling on ny notes -- remediation instead of fines.
I think that's a wonderful idea.

If a person has to go out and actually do
sonet hi ng about what they did irresponsibly, | think
that would be a good handle on things. | know | have
taken up ny three minutes. Thank you for your tinmne.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Mark Harns is foll owed
by Davi d Matt hews.

MARK HARMS: | am surprised at nyself. |
didn't think I could be this quiet for this |ong.

Wth respect to the report on "Of Road to
Ruin," | guess it references about 16 areas that in best
case refer to road mleage reduced to i mediate
closures. 13 of those 16 best-to-worst reference those
types of things, which neans basically 83 percent of
what "Of Road to Ruin" has to do with is about closure

or reduction of use. And that will bring that 5 percent
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t hat we have now down to even |l ess than that.

One of the things seens to be going on is,
there seens to be a struggle here between social needs
and environmental needs. And it seenms that there is no
value on this social need that we have. | nean, the
| enmi ngs, you know, they rush down to the sea when they
get stressed out and kill thensel ves, because they get
confined in a certain area.

You know, if you look at the inner cities
today, these people in the inner cities don't have the
resources that nmany people in this roomhave to be able
to go out and recreate. So they go out and do things
that we don't agree with, quite often are violent. And,
unfortunately, we are seeing sone of that stuff out in
the deserts right now.

The other thing that seens to be going on,
too -- | haven't heard anything about, you know,
econom c issues here. This country is really about an
econonmy. In this state alone, there is approxi mtely $3
billion generated just in this off-road conmunity.

If you think in ternms of the notor hones, the
fuel, all of the things that go into off-road
recreation, that's huge in this state and this state
alone. And we are not tal king about just this state in

this neeting.
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But we are tal king about a national problem
with respect to closures. And this country can't afford
that kind of down-turn in the econony. | have got a
busi ness that relies on this industry. And these people
behi nd ne, through whatever they nmethods they can -- and
quite often, it's msinformation and it's
di si nformati on.

I will give an exanple. And | witnessed this
on television. M. Patterson is here. | doubt that he
will deny this. | witnessed himrefer to the mlk vetch
in the sand dunes as possibly being the cure to cancer

Well, with respect to this teeter-totter that
M. Bramham was tal ki ng about, on bal ance, | would
suggest that it m ght cause cancer. W have 70, 000
acres available to us, according to M. Patterson. Wat
he doesn't tell you is that about 30 percent of that we
can't use with the types of tires we have; because they
are very expensive and they are easy to damage. And in
that 30 percent area, you would destroy them

He al so nade reference that intervenors were in
agreement with this settlement. And they weren't.
Basically, they didn't have a choice. Wat we had to
|l ook at, as far as a loss, was nuch greater than what we
did lose. And if they hadn't signed the thing, we would

have had a greater |oss than we did.
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So nobody was in favor of signing this thing.
We have offered and nmade gestures to M. Patterson to
cone out to the dunes and help us with clean-ups. And
his choice was, he wanted to nmonitor the area to make
sure that they didn't have violations. In other words,
he wanted to be a police out there.

This is the problemw th, you know, with what |
am hearing with respect to the inconsistencies, the --
with the "Of Road to Ruin," with closures, with issues
that we are tal ki ng about here, and there doesn't seem
to be alot of truth in sone of this. And,
unfortunately, the people that don't know the area
believe this stuff. They have nothing else to go bhy.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | am sorry to interrupt
your conversation. But | was just told that we need to
be out of this roomby 6:30. | still have eight cards
left. And if you could keep your comrents brief, so the
others will have an opportunity, | would appreciate it.

MARK HARMS: Sure. | have got two questions
basically, if | could, to M. Salt.

We nade two formal requests to get into the
area to study the plan. And your office denied both
t hose requests. At the same tine, two of your BLM
officers were in the closed area and got stuck in a

vehicl e, and basically asked people, duners that were
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outside the area, to cone into the closure to take them
out .

| find this to be alittle inconsistent with
your policy. And it just seens that -- there seems to
be on your part sone issues with helping this side of
the room as far as that particular area i s concerned.

And with that, and as | have found out, is that
| amreally curious why the BLMdidn't chall enge the
 awsuit and why they went straight to settlenent. And
it is my understandi ng, because of the studies that you
have had and t he know edge that you have with respect to
this plant, that had you spoken to the judge and told
himthat you didn't have any information to indicate
that that plant was being inpacted in a negative
sense -- in fact, evidence just to prove the opposite --
t hat he woul d have bought with that, and we woul dn't
have had to have the cl osures we had

Now, as far as a couple of issues and
solutions, you know, it seens that the recreationa
groups are the ones that are funding, for the nbst part,
the BLM Wen the Sacranento Bee study that was done,
or report that was done, that sonebody referred to
earlier today, the environnmentalists with their groups
coll ect approximately $3 billion in fees or donations a

year.
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That equates to approximately $9.6 mllion a
day. |If they were really serious about this issue and
BLM s ability to do their job correctly, they could fund
t he bal ance of whatever the BLM needs wi t hout any kind
of problemat all.

And then the other thing that | have an idea
about with respect to the -- not so nuch the
environnental problens out there, but with respect to
| aw enforcenent issues out there, is that not unlike sk
resorts where people basically |ease land fromthe
federal governnent, if this |and were available to be
| eased to non-profit organi zations, so that we could
basically police the area, that would elimnate an awfu
ot of resources that are required by the BLM So,
anyway, thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Let ne reiterate, we now
have four m nutes, and ei ght people to speak. So please
keep your coments as brief as possible. 30 seconds.

DAVE MATTHEWS: My nane is Dave Matthews. |
have two letters here, which | actually want to give to
the recorder or whoever to -- as -- entry into the
record. Both of these letters address two things that
happened yesterday on the field trip. For those of you
that were there, you may recall this. They both

happened at the sane spot.
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And the first letter is to M. Steve Smth.
And | gave himhis copy a while ago. And it references
the field trip yesterday. And it says that at Stop No.
3, the Dove Springs Canyon, you stated that nunerous
resources had been identified in the area.

However, you did not provide exanples of those
resources, nor did | have an opportunity to ask a
guestion regarding this statement.

My question would be this: |Is OHV recreation
one of the resources -- one of those resources? |
beli eve strongly that this and other human activity is
essentially -- are essential resources which are being
put aside too nmuch in all of the federal |and policy
recently.

That is why | choose to represent the genera
public and my grandchildren in the BLM neetings that |
attend.

And the second letter is addressed to the --

t he advi sory council, and also a copy to M. Bob
Rudnick. It says, Dear Sirs and Madans, at the stop at
Dove Springs Canyon, M. Bob Rudnick nmade severa
statenents and read several items. These itens he read
were, | presune, fromthe governing -- the |l aws
concerning recreation on federal |ands. And then he

read a brochure pronpoting OHV use in those areas.
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He t hen asked a show of hands of those who

t hought that the | anguage in the brochure was

appropriate? | wanted to answer the question, but | did

not have the opportunity; because the discussion was
derail ed by those in charge of the field trip

| would like to -- | would like to respond to
M. Rudni ck's question by asking another question
Nanel y, what | anguage is appropriate, the | anguage in
the brochure or the |language in the law? It is ny

contention that -- I'msorry. Wit a mnute.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: M. Matthews, | am sorry

to say that M. Rudnick isn't here.

DAVE MATTHEWS: | know t hat.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: He can't respond --

DAVE MATTHEWS: | am al so addressing this to
your council.

It's a concern that | have.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: |s there any way t hat
you could provide copies to the council?

DAVE MATTHEWS: Yes. | have a copy here for
the record.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Ckay.

DAVE MATTHEWS: And essentially what | am
saying is that | amtired of Big Brother government

| ooki ng over ny shoulder for my welfare. And | think
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there are too nany | aws on the books today which are
bot h probably unconstitutional and unreasonable. And
think that we need to -- the public needs to start
pushi ng back. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: | woul d like to take
those -- a copy of those letters and distribute themto
the -- great.

COUNCI L MEMBER KEMPER:  Thank you, sir

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: | will distribute those
to the council nenbers. Norm Lenhart, followed by
Dani el Patterson.

Nornf? COkay. Daniel Patterson, followed by
Hel en Wagenvoord. And if you can pl ease keep your
comments brief. | amtrying to get everybody in. But
we need to get out of here.

DANI EL PATTERSON: | will keep themreal brief.
Thanks, Ilene. | just wanted to give a little bit of
per spective on somne things.

The first thing is just to dispel some mnyths,
especi al ly about the dunes. Because | know a | ot of you
guys here are into the dunes; because it's a beautifu
place. And that's why we are into it, too.

We don't have any nore intentions of noving to
cl ose the whol e dunes or anything |ike that, which often

| get questioned about that. | want to just set the
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record straight. And | want to acknow edge the hard
work of the ASA to encourage people to stay out of the
protected areas of the dunes.

And as long as the conpliance is good, we think
we have a workable situation there that pretty nuch
bal ances the needs of other recreationists, endangered
speci es, and continues to allow OHV recreation. So
that's kind of how we see that situation there.

O her than that, | did have quite a bit of
extensive coments to nake. But | did want to issue
just a quick challenge, | guess it is, as one of the
co-authors -- in sonme ways, | did wite part of the "Of
Road to Ruin" report.

If you question the credibility, wite your own
report. Conme back with a rebuttal. And we would Iike
to see it. | think that's probably the best, npst
responsi bl e, nost detailed way you could approach it. |
will wait to see it.

AUDI ENCE:  Wuld you like to fund it? | wll
do it.

DANI EL PATTERSON: No. But | amcertain that
you guys could find sonme funding.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Hel en, followed by Tom
Tanmone will follow

HELEN WAGENVOORD: My nane is Hel en Wagenvoord.
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And | have been a desert activist for about five years.
And | primarily work right now with organizing a
coalition of organizations that are fighting |arge-scale
threats to California desert protection, both from an
ORV standpoint as well as for recreational use.

Significant portions of the California desert
are protected by Congress, which recogni zed the desert
as one of the unique treasures of this country. And
they had the foresight to recognize the inportance of
protecting it for future generations.

Fromlistening to the exchange and | ooking
t hrough sone of the ORV periodicals, it said that the
ORV comunity is sensitive to being stereotyped as a
conmunity of destructive -- and that the bad apples are
t he exception and not the rule.

The "OFf Road to Ruin" report seeks to bridge
the interests of environnental protection and
responsible ORV use. It is not an attack. It is an
outline of the problenms followed by solutions. Should
they be inplemented, it is a way to provide for a
sustai nabl e and | egal future for ORV use, thereby
protecting the integrity of ORV recreation while
protecting the natural beauty and the ecol ogical health
of the California desert. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON ANDERSON: Tom Tanmone and t hen
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Vi cky Warren.

TOM TAMMONE: Ckay. A couple of quick things.
First of all, | don't know how we got lunped in with
tanks all of a sudden. | don't know of any Green
Sticker tanks out there. Maybe | will own one soneday,
but not now.

Anyway, as far as the conpliance with the
wi | derness areas, there is a big problemas far as
information. The only thing | found on the InterNet was
a 1994 nap that had the big word "Draft" stanped across
it. So, basically, it doesn't have any effect.

People drive. It takes a lot of logistics to
get five or six people together. They go out to the
desert. And you know what? They get all the way out
there, and they find a "C osed" sign. Well, | wll tell
you what. A lot of themare just going to go. | know
woul dn't, but there are people that would. You need to
get nore information out there about the areas that are
cl osed.

Ckay. If you close an area, we don't seemto
have any plans to reopen them As far as a strategy, as
far as having to have the closure, it seens once it's
closed, it's closed forever. | would |like to see an end
to that.

As far as tal king about increasing the bai
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schedul e, if you increase the fines, not one penny of
that goes to help the desert. It goes to the DQJ, the
Justice Departnent, general fund, black hole. That's
gone forever.

I think public service would be a nuch better
solution. A guy pays his fine. He says, what a bunch
of jerks. | hate these guys. And he is off and gone.

If he spends a few hours out there working and
di sguising trails or, I don't know, illegal off-shoots,
and believe ne, he will have a much better understandi ng
of what's going on out there.

And as far as nmy concern about the report, |
personal ly thought it was rather inflamatory, a | ot of
unnecessary | anguage. But, then again, heck, it got a
| ot of us out here. So maybe it wasn't such a bad
t hi ng.

But | would like to reference a letter fromthe
California State Legislature to M ke Pool, state
director, June 4, 2001. Basically, it concerns that the
agency isn't keeping up with its obligation to represent
the OHV comunity in this new -- this new plan of
operation that they are comng up wth.

| would like to reiterate those thoughts. And
I will turn in a copy of this, just in case they don't

have it on record. | am done.
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CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Vi cky Warren, followed
by Marty Koppel.

VI CKY WARREN: First, at the Decenber neeting,
you are going to be out in El Centro. W can give you
all rides in the dunes. | know there has been sone
interest. W can get the buggies together. Let's set
it up, so that everybody gets an idea of what we are
seei ng.

Hopefully, the ugly signs will be down by then.
W will work real hard. |If not, you get to see what
t hey | ook like.

| thought | should direct this to TimSalt. It
says here the -- your national managenent plan that we
had this, here, that we have 14,000 comments cone in
fromthe date of release until the date of the draft?
That woul d have equal ed about 286 per day.

So | think it's interesting that everybody was
able to read all those comments and consider them So
when we feel helpless, that we are not being |istened
to -- who did you hire to read 286 coments a day? And
that's just an average.

And the last thing, when you are considering
the NEMO, WEMO, NECO pl ans, please keep in mnd that we
only have 5 percent now | would like to know what's

going to be left over when those are done. Thanks.
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CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON: Marty Koppel

MARTY KOPPEL: Who was the gentleman that asked
about the URTD? Let ne get to it real quick

VWhen | was a kid, farners didn't die of
starvation if they had a hard tine. They died of
pneunoni a i nstead of starvation. URTD is an upper
respiratory disease. |It's a serious problem But it's
al so being used as a scare tactic.

One friend has five healthy, happy tortoises.
Three of themlive happily with the URTD di sease. |If
t hey have the food and nutrition they need, and they
don't have the stress -- it's the stress and the | ack of
food and water that turns it deadly.

If the URTD population in this preserve that |
envi si on was excluded to a special area of the preserve,
t hen maybe we could do some research on it and try and
find out howto -- howit really -- howit really
affects them rather than just guessing at it, that this
is sone deadly thing that is going to kill them

Because the people that have these animals in
their back yard that have the URTD don't have a problem
with it at this point in time. Maybe when they get nuch
ol der, they wll.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Thank you all for your

comments. Any other public coments?
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Thank you all for coming. And | amgoing to
adjourn this neeting. No, | amnot. That's right.
Sorry, there is a new step. | am anxious.

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: W agreed at the end of
the neeting that we woul d sunmmari ze the action itens.
This is the list that | have. And |I am open to adding
toit if | overl ooked sonething.

BLMwi Il put together a letter to reconstruct
t he October neeting and what was done with the
reconmendati ons of council

We tal ked about ne providing feedback on
council actions. And that was later nmenorialized in a
resolution that we will have a written response to the
council as to how the recommendati ons were dealt with.
| think the resolution fromthe council still was that
we would do that through the minutes. W will do that
through the mnutes; but I will also do it through a
meno from-- or a letter fromnme to council nenbers.

There was di scussi on about naking sure that
peopl e were informed about energy-related initiatives.
And we can continue to do that through the area manager
reports. But | would propose, and | wll get back
together with staff on that, that we do it in a nore
formal way and maybe set up information on our web site

that any tine you are interested in an energy-rel ated
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initiative, you can go to the web site and see what the
pendi ng energy issues m ght be.

There was a question about the nunber of
speci es that have been recovered. And | will provide
that information shortly, before the next neeting,
relative to listing the recoveries and everything
nati onw de.

There was a request to have all of the Fort
I rwi n di scussions and votes from previ ous advi sory
council neetings re: Fort Irwin. And we will get the
i nformati on together.

There was a resol ution that passed to extend
the coment period for NEMO and NECO to Novenber 1st.

There was a deci sion nade to defer the NEMO and
NECO di scussion to the Decenber 7th and 8th advisory
council meeting and to discuss instead at the Septenber
advi sory council neeting, which will be at Hot Springs,
t he Coachella Plan, San Bernardi no County relationships,
Fort Irwi n expansion, and Cadiz. And that's what |
have.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  Madam Chair, conment.

Did | hear you say anything about either
denying or confirm ng the situation regarding the
nati onal OHV managenment strategy and how it went about?

DI STRI CT MANAGER SALT: | said Mlly and
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woul d prepare a letter that reconstructed the Cctober
neeting and di scussed what happened with that.

COUNCI L MEMBER DENNER:  Sorry.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  There has al so been a
request to -- perhaps to incorporate sone additiona
i nformati on on tortoise. And perhaps that can be part
of or adjacent to the Fort Irw n discussion?

DI STRICT MANAGER SALT: There was notes passed
back and forth to that effect. | think that's a good
idea. | amnever real confortable interpreting the
scientific data. | think we mght as well bring sone
scientists in. And you can ask all the hard questions
you asked ne, and | never have the answers.

CHAlI RPERSON ANDERSON:  Any ot her conment s?
Then this neet sonething adjourned. Thank you.

(Two letters were requested to be attached to
t he proceedings, and are attached followi ng this
transcript.)

(The neeting was adjourned at 6:40 P.M)

---000---
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CERTI FI CATE

I, DDANA S. CRANE, C. S.R 10030, in and
for the State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoi ng 381-page proceedi ngs
were taken down by ne in shorthand at the time and pl ace
stated herein, and represent at true and correct
transcript of the proceeedings.

| further certify that | amnot interested
in the event of this action

Wtness ny hand this day of

, 2001.

Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the

State of California
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